
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



d by Google 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 




J.. 



^f 



iJ^Atl mz. i L 



'•2^ Comn^ SAi rm is Iters 



r €otoyia 


------ .1 


IC Lieut Coiohei 






1 — 1 — r-T- 


A Adf'u/a/it 

Digitized 


'is 
G6(5gTe 



iin 



■P 



[bt AUTHOBITT.J 

INFMTEY TACTICS, 

vox IBM 

IKSIRUGTION^EIEaCISS, AND KANCBUYEBS 



THE 80LDIBB, A OOMPANT, LINE OF SKIBMMHSB8, 
3ATTALION, BBIGADE^ 



OOBF8 D'ABMXSE. 



BRIG.-GEK SILAS CASEY, 



Vol. I. 

Schools ov tbm Sold^b akd Cokpakt. 
iNfTBuonoKS roB Skibvisbxbs and Muna 



KEW YORK: 

D. VAN NOSTEANP, 192 BROADWAY. 

1862. 



Digitized by Google 



"^v v'Loa.ioi.jT 






Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1M2, 
By D. van KOSTRAiro, 
In the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United States, 
• for the Soathem District of Kev York. 



O. A. ALVORD, XUBCmOTTPXR AND PBCRTBIL 



Digitized by Google 



Wab Department, -% 

WASHIMaTON, AuffUSt 11, 1862. ) 

The System of Infantry Tactics, prepared by Brig.- 
General Silas Casey, U. S. A., having been approved 
by the President, is adopted for the instruction of the 
Infantry of the Armies of the United States, whether 
Regular, Volunteer, or Militia, with the following 
modifications, viz.: — 

First — That portion which requires that two com- 
panies shall bo permanently detached from the bat- 
talion as skirmishers, will bo suspended. 

Second — ^In Title First, Article First, the following 
will be substituted for paragraph G, viz. : 

" A regiment is composed of ten companies, which 
will be habitually posted from right to left in the fol- 
lowing order: First, sixth, fourth, ninth, third, eighth, 
fifth, tenth, seventh, second, according to the rank of 
CSaptains." ^ 

Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 
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PREFACE. 



The following volumes of Infimtiy Tactics are based 
upon the Fiench ordtmnanees of 1831 and 1845, for 
the mancBuyres of heavy infkntry and chasaeura d pied. 
Both, of these systems have been in use in our service 
for some years ; the former having been translated by 
Lieutenant-General Scott, and the latter by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hardee. My attention, for many years given 
to the study of the manoeuvres of infantry, was more 
particularly directed to the subject while engaged, in 
1854, as President of a Board assembled by the War 
Department, for the review, correction and emendation 
of the translation of Lieutenant-Oolonel Hardee. Since 
the introduction into our service of this latter drill, in 
connection with the tactics of General Scott, I have 
seen the necessity of a uniform system for the ma- 
noeuvres of all the infantry arm of service. 

The revolution which has been wrought within a 
few years past in the weapons both of artillery and 
infantry, has necessitated a departure from those pro- 
cessional movements and formations in order of bpittlOi 
which characterized the school of Frederick the 'Great 
Apart even from the consideration of a change in 
weapons, these movements are condemned by the 
ablest tacticians of Europe, and have been violated in 
all the great actions since the French Revolution. It 
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has, consequently, been felt ^sential to fix the forma- 
tioii to that in two ranks ; to increase the rapidity of 
the gait; to increase the intervals between the bat- 
talions and brigades; to make, in the evolutions, the 
brigade the tactical unit ; to hold the troops, when in 
manoeuvre in presence of the enemy, in closer order 
and well in hand ; and, as a general rule, to insist 
upon deployments upon the heads of columns, as the 
safest and most rapid means of forming line of battle. 

Not many changes from the original have been 
deemed necessary in the schools contained in the Qrst 
volume. It is believed, however, that the careful 
reader will find among 'those made, several which will 
be of assistance in the movements of a company or 
line of skirmishers. 

The absolute necessity in action and on the battle* 
field, of skirmishers, and the Heretofore unfrequent 
use of this class of troops in connection with the 
manoeuvres of the battalion, has led me to designate 
in each battalion two of its companies as light troops, 
whose sole duty will be to cover it in all the move- 
ments. It is intended that these companies shall be 
composed of picked men, possessing the highest phys- 
ical qualifications, marksmen as well, and that they 
shall be used as skirmishers. Should they, however, 
be present in company formation with the battalion 
during its manceuvres (which will probably be ex- 
ceptional in its occurrence), methods have been pro- 
vided in the School of the Battalion, for their move- 
ments. In this School, several battalion manoeuvres 
have been introduced not in the original, several 
thrown out, and others changed and modified. 

In the third volume, the manoeuvres of a brigade, 
comprising in its organization the three arms of ser- 
vice, are provided for, as well as the evolutions of a 
corps d^armee, composed of several brigades. In these 
schools a number of changes and additions have been 
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made in the mancenyres, formations, and organiza- 
tions. 

It is not my intention to discuss the proprietj of 
the alterations made from our present systems of 
tactics. I leave to tho test of practice and experi- 
ence, the exhibitions of their merits and demerits. 
Most undoubtedly, there are still improvements to be 
made ; but if the system hero set forth shall in any 
manner cause our armies to act with more efficiency 
on the field of battle, and thus subserve the cause of 
our beloved country in this her hour of trial, my most 
heartfelt wishes wUl have been attamed. 



SILAS CASEY, 
ith Regt U. 
rig.-Oen. Vol 

'Wa8HIN«T0N, D. C, January Isi^ 1862. 



Col. 4th Regt U. 8. Infimtry, 
and Brig.-OeiL Vol, U. 9. Axiojr. 
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INFANTRY TACTICS. 



TITLE I. 



ARTICLE I. 

rOBMJLTlOHr OF INFANTBIT IN OBDBB 
07 BATTIiB. 

1. In the formations bf Infantry, a Brigade of 
the line will constitute the unit, and in pvery line 
of battle composed of more than one of these 
brigades, they will be posted from right to left, 
in Sie order of their numbers. 

2. A similar disposition will be made of the 
regiments in a brigade. « 

3. In all exercises, manoeuvres, and evolutions, 
every regiment of ten companies will take the 
denomination of battalion^ and all the battalions 
in the same brigade will be designated, from 
right to left, Jirst battalion, second battalion, 
Ac.y &c. By these designations they will -be 
known in the evolutions. 

4. The interval between every two oontigu- 
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10 FOBMATIOSr IS OBDEB OF BATTLB. 

oas battalions in the same brigade will be twenty- 
two paces, and the interval between every two 
contiguous brigades will habitually be one hun- 
dred arvd fifty paces. 

5. A less number of battalions than four wiU 
habitually be formed in one line of battle, but 
when it is thought expedient to form the brigade 
in two lines, the third and fourth battalions will be 
respectively posted in rear of the first and sec- 
ond battalions. The battalions of the first line 
will either be deployed, or in column at half dis- 
tance, or closed in mass. The battalions of the 
second line will always be drawn up in column, 
either simple or double, at half distance or closed 
in mass, and posted for tactical instruction, one 
hundred and fifty paces in rear of the first line, 
counting from the front rank of the first, to the 
front rank of the second line. The battalions of 
the second line will be posted so that a line pass- 
ing through their colors and those of the battal- 
ions of the first line respectively (whether deploy- 
ed or in column) shall always be perpendicular, 
to the line of battle. In presence of the enemy 
the distance between the lines will depend upon 
circumstances ; in general the second line should 
not be much exposed to the enemy's fire. 

6. In a regiment composed of ten companies, 
eight will habitually be posted from right to 
left in the following order : fir%t^ fifths faurthy 
eighth^ thirds seventh^ sixth, second, according to 
the rank of the captains. These will be called 
battalion companies. 

7. With a less number of battalion companies, 
the same principle will be observed, viz.: tiie 
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FORMATION IN OUDEB OF BATTLS. 11 

first captain will command the right company, 
the second captain the left company, the third 
captain the right centre company, and so on. 

8. The companies thus posted will he designa- 
ted from right to left, j^rat company^ sec&nd com- 
pany^ &c. This designation will he ohserved in 
the manoBUvres. 

0-9. The other two companies, to be designated 
from time to time hy the colonel, will be called 
the companies of skirmishers. The first compa- 
ny will habitually be posted thirty paces in rear 
of the file closers of the first, and the second 
thirty paces in rear of the file closers of the 
last battalion company. 

0-10. Should the number of the regimental com- 
panies present, other than the companies of 
skirmishers, be less than eight, but one will be 
designated as skirmishers, to be in rear of the 
first or last battalion company, or divided into 
platoons, the first platoon in rear of the first, and 
the second in rear of the last battalion company^ 
as the colonel may direct. 

11. The first two battalion companies on the 
right, whatever their denomination, Avill form the 

. first division ; the next two companies the sec- 
ond division^ and so on to the left. 

12. Each company will be divided into two 
equal parts, which will be designated as the first 
and second platoon, counting from the right; 

, and each platoon, in like manner, will be subdi- 
vided into two sections. 

13. In all exercises and manoeuvres, every reg- 
iment, or part of a regiment, composed of two or 
more companies, will be designated as a battalion. 
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12'' FORMATION IS OBDEB OF BATTLE. 

14. The color, with a guard to. be hereinafter 
designated, will bo posted on the left of the right 
centre battalion company. That company, and 
all on its right, will be denominated the right 
toing of the battalion ; the remaining companies 
the left toing, 

15. The formation of a regiment is in two 
ranks ; and each company will be formed j jo 
two ranks, in the following manner : the corpo- 
rals will be posted in the front rank, and on the 
right and left of platoons, according to height ; 
the tallest corporal and the tallest man will form 
the first file, thef next two tallest men will form the 
second file, and so on to the last file, which will 
be composed of the shortest corporal and the 
shortest man. 

16. The odd and even files, numbered as one, 
two; in the company, from right to left, will form 
groups of four men, who will be designated com- 
rades in battle, 

17. The distance from one rank to another will 
be thirteen inches, measured from the breasts of 
the rear rank men to the backs or knapsacks of 
the front rank men. 

18. For manoeuvring, the companies of a bat 
talion will always be equalized, by transferring men 
from the strongest to the weakest companies. 

POSTS OF COMPANY OFFICERS, SERGEANTS AND 
OOBPOBALS. 

19. The company oflScers and sergeants are 
nine in number, and will be posted in the fol- 
lowing manner : 
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FOBMATIOK JS ORDIB OV BATTLK. 13 

20. The captain on the right of the companj, 
touching with the left elbow. 

21. The Jirst sergeant in the rear rank, touch- 
ing with the left elbow, and covering the captain. 
In the manoeuvres he will be denominated cover- 
ing sergeant^ or right guide of the company, 

22. The remaining officers and sergeants will 
be posted as file closers, and two paces behind 
the rear rank. 

23. The^r«^ lieutenant^ opposite the centre of 
the fourth section. 

24. The second lieutenant, opposite the centre 
of the first platoon. 

25. The third lieutenant, opposite the centre of 
the second platoon. 

28. The second sergeant, opposit^ the second 
file from the left of the company. In the ma- 
noeuvres he will be designated. Iqft guide of the 
company. 

27. The tMrd sergeant, opposite the second 
file from the right of the second platoon. 

28. The fourth sergeant, opposite the second 
file from the left of the first platoon. 

29. Theji/th sergeant, opposite the second file 
from the right of the first platoon. 

30. In the left, or eighth company of the bat- 
talion, the second sergeant will be posted in the 
front rank, and on the left of the battalion. 

31. The corporals will be posted in the front 
rank as prescribed, No. 15. 

32. Absent officers and sergeants will be re- 
placed — officers by sergeants, and sergeants by 
corporals. The colonel may detach a first lieu- 
tenant from one company t6 command another, 

2 
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14 FOBMATION IN OBDSB OF BATTLB. 

of which both the captain and first lieutenant are 
absent ; but this authority will give no right to a 
lieutenant to demand to be so detached. 

POSTS OF FIELD OFFICEBS AND BEOIMENTAL 
STAFF. 

33. The field officers, colonel, lieutenant colonel 
and minors, are supposed to be mounted, and on 
active service shall be on horseback. The ac^u- 
tant, when the battalion is manoeuvring, will be 
on foot. • 

34. The colonel will take post thirty-five paces 
in rear of tlie file closers, and opposite the centre 
of the battalion. 

35. The ]jeutenant colonel and the senior ma- 
jor will be opposite the centres of the right and 
left wings respectively, and twelve paces in rear 
of the file closers. The junior miyor will take 
post thirty paces in rear of the file closers, and 
five paces to the right of the centre of the battal- 
ion ; and ho will, under the direction of the col- 
onel, have the command of the companies of 
skirmishers. 

38. The adjutant and sergeant nijgor will be 
opposite the right and left of the battalion re- 
spectively, and eight paces in rear of the file 
closers. 

37. The adjutant and sergeant m^'or will aid 
the lieutenant colonel and senior m^jor, respec- 
tively, in the manoeuvres. 

3d, The colonel, if absent, will be replaced by 
the lieutenant colonel, and the latter by one of 
the m^jors. If all the field officers be absent, the 
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senior captain will command the battalion ; bnt if 
either be present, he will not call the senior cap* 
tain to act as field officer, except in case of evi- 
dent necessity. 

39. The qoarter-master, snrgeon and other 
staff officers, in one rank, •on the left of the? 
colonel, and three paces in his rear. 

40. The quarter-master sergeant, the commis- 
sary sergeant, and the hospital steward on a 
line with the front rank of the field music, and 
two paces on the right. 

POSTS OF FIELD MTISIO AND BAND. 

41. The bnglers or musicians of the battalion 
companies will be drawn up in four ranks, and 
posted twelve paces in rear of the file closers, the 
left opposite the centre of the left centre company. 
The senior principal musician will be two paces 
in front of the field mnsic, and the other two 
paces in the rear. In the companies of skir- 
mishers, the buglers ^ill be in one rank, in a 
line with the front rank of the company, and 
fonr paces from its right flank. 

42. The regimental band, if there be one, will 
be drawn up in two or four ranks, according to 
its numbers, and posted five paces in rear of the 
field music, having one of the principal musicians 
at its head. 

OOLOB-OUABD. 

43. In each battalion the color-guard will be 
composed of eight corporals, and posted on the 
left of the right-centre company, of which com- 
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16 FOBUATION IK OBDBB OV BATTLB. 

pany, for the time being, the guard will make » 
part. 

44. The front rank will be composed of a ser- 
geant to be selected by the colonel, who will be 
called, for the time, color-hearer^ with the two 
ranking corporals, respeotlvelj, on his right and 
left ; the rear rank will be composed of the three 
corporals next in rank; and the three remaining 
corporals will be posted in their rear, and on the 
line of file closers. The left guide of the color- 
company, when these three last named corporals 
are in the rank of file closers, will be immediately 
on their left. 

45. In battalions with less than five companies 
present, there will be no color-guard, and no dis- 
play of colors, except it may be at reviews. 

46. The corporals for the color-guard will be 
selected from those most distinguished for regu- 
larity and precision, as well in their positions 
under arms as in their marching. The latter 
advantage, and a just carriage of the person, are 
to be more particularly sought for in the selection 
of the color-bearer. 

OBITBBAL OUIDBS. 

47. There will be two general guides in each 
battalion, selected, for the time, by the colonel, 
from among the sergeants (other than first ser- 
geants) the most distinguished for carriage under 
arms, and accuracy in marching. 

48. These sergeants will be respectively denom- 
inated, in the manoeuvres, right general guide^ 
and l^ general guide^ and be posted in the line 
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of file closers ; the first in rear of the right, and 
the second in rear of the left flank of the batta- 
lion. 



ARTICLE n. 
UrSTBUOTION OF THS BATTAUON. 

49. Every commanding officer is responsible 
for the instruction of his command. He will as- 
semble the officers together for theoretical and 
practical instmction as often as he may jndge 
necessary, and when unable to attend to this 
duty in person, it will be discharged by the offi- 
cer next in rank. 

50. Captains will be held responsible for the 
theoretical and practical instmction of their non- 
commissioned officers, and the a^jntant for the 
instruction of the non-commissioned staff. To 
this end, they will require these tactics to be 
studied and recited, lesson by lesson ; and when 
instruction is given on the ground, each non- 
commissioned officer, as he explains a movement, 
should be required to put it into practical oper- 
ation. 

51. The non-commissioned officers should also 
be practised in giving commands. Each com- 
mand, in a lesson, at the theoretical instruction, 
should first be given by the instructor, and then 
repeated, in succession, by the non-commissioned 
officers, so that while they become habituated to 
the commands, uniformity may be established in 
the manner of giving them. 

2* 
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18 IN0TBTJOTZOV OF TBK BAVTAUOH; 

52 In the school of the soldier, the company 
officers will be the instructors of the squads ; but 
if there be not a sufficient number of company 
officers present^ intelligent sergeants maybe sub- 
stituted; and two or three squads, under ser- 
geant instructors, be superintended, at the same 
time, by an officer. 

63. In the school oi the company, the lieuten- 
ant colonel and the meters, under the colonel, 
will be the principal instructors, substituting fre- 
quently the captain of the company, and some- 
times one of the lieutenants ; the substitute, as 
fai; as practicable, being superintended by one of 
the principals. 

5l» In the school of the battalion, the briga- 
dier general may constitute himself the prineipal 
instructor, frequently substituting the colonel of 
the battalion, sometimes the lieutenant colonel, 
or one of the msgors, and twice or thrice, in the 
same course of instruction, each of the three 
senior captains. In this school, also, the substi- 
tute will always, if practicable, be superintended 
by the brigadier general or the colonel, or (in 
case of a captain being the instructor), by the 
lieutenant colonel or one of the msgors. 

55. Individual instruction being the basis of 
the instruction of companies, on which that of 
the regiment depends, and the first principles 
having the greatest influence upon this individ- 
ual instruction, classes of recruits should be 
wat<jhed with the greatest care. 

56. Instructors will explain, in a few clear and 
precise words, the movement to be executed; 
and not. to overburden the memory of the men, 
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they will always use the same terms to explain 
the same principles. 

57. They should often join example to precept, 
should keep np the attention of the men by an 
animated tone, and pass rapidly from one move- 
ment to another, as soon as that which they 
command has been ezecnted in a satisfactory 
manner. 

58. The bayonet shonld only be fixed when 
required to be used, either for attack or defence; 
the exercises and man<Bavres will be executed 
without the bayonet. 

59. In the movements which require the bay- 
onet to be fixed, the chief of the battalion will 
cause the signal tojh havonet^ to be sounded; 
at this signal the men fix bayonets without com- 
mand, and immediately replace their pieces in 
the position they were in before the signaL 

Instruotion of O Aoers. 

60. The instruction of. officers can be perfect- 
ed only by Joining theory to practice. The col- 
onel will often practise them in marching and 
in estimating distances, and he will carefully en- 
deavor to cause them to take steps equal in length 
and swiftness. They will also be exercised in 
the double quick step. 

61. The instruction of officers will include all 
the Titles in this system of drill, as well as a per- 
fect knowledge of the system of firing as pre- 
scribed by the War Department. 

62. Every officer will make himself perfectly 
acquainted with the bugle signals ; and should, 
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by practice, be enabled, if necessary, to sound 
them. This knowledge, so necessary in general 
instniction, becomes of vital importance on ac- 
toal service in the field. 



Instruction of Sergeants. 

63. As the discipline and efficiency of a com- 
pany materially depend on the conduct and char- 
acter of its sergeants, they should be selected 
with care, and properly instructed in all the du- 
ties appertaining to their rank. 

64. Their theoretical instruction should in- 
clude the School of the Soldier, the School of the 
Company, and the Drill for Skirmishers ; as also 
a knowledge of the principles of firing. They 
should likewise be well instructed in their duties 
as battalion guides. 

• 65. The captain selects from the corporals in 
his company, those whom he judges fit to be ad- 
mitted to the theoretical instruction of the ser- 
geants. 

Instruotion of Corx>oral8. 

66. Their theoretical instruction should in- 
clude the School of the Soldier, with a knowl- 
edge of firing. 

67. The captain selects from his company a 
few privates, who may be admitted to the theo- 
retical instruction of the corporals. 

68. As the instruction of sergeants and corpo- 
rals, is intended principally to qualify them for 
the instruction of the privates, they should be 
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taught not only to execute, but to explain intel- 
ligibly every thing they may be required* to 
teach. 

Commands. 

There are three kinds. 

69. The tiommand of caution^ which is atten- 
tion, 

70. The preparatory command^ which indi- 
cates the movement which is to be executed. 

71. The command of execution^ such as ma/rch 
or halt^ or, in the manual of arms, the part of 
command which causes an execution. 

72. The tone of command should be animated, 
distinct, and of a loudness proportioned to the 
number of men under instruction. 

. 73, The command attention is pronounced at 
the top of the voice, dwelling on the last syl- 
lable. 

74. The command of execution will be pro- 
nounced in a tone firm and brief. 

75. The commands of caution, and the pre^ 
paratory commands, are herein distinguished by 
italics^ those of execution by capitals. 

76. Those preparatory commands which, from 
their length, are difficult to be pronounced at 
once, must be divided into two or three parts, 
with an ascending progression in the tone of 
command, but always in such a manner that the 
tone of execution may be moi;e energetic and 
elevated; the divisions are indicated by a hy- 
phen. The parts of commands which are placed 
in a parenthesis, are not pronounced. 
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TITLE II. 



BOHOOIi OF THE! BOIiDISB. 

Gtoneral Boles aad DiTitdon of the Bohod of the 
Soldier. 

77. The object of this school being the indi- 
vidual and progressive instruction of the recruits, 
the instructor never requires a movement to be 
executed until he has given an exact explanation 
of it ; and he executes, himself, the movement 
which he commands, so as to join example to 
precept. He accustoms the recruit to take, bj 
himself, the position which is explained — teaches 
him to rectify it only when required by his want 
of intelligence— and sees that all the movements 
are performed without precipitation. 

78. Each movement should be understood be- 
fore passing to another. After they have been 
properly executed in the order laid down in each 
lesson, the instructor iio longer confines himself 
to that order ; on the contrary, he should change 
it, that he may judge of the intelligence of the 
men. 

79. The instructor allows the men to rest at 
tiie end of each part of the lessons, and ofbener, 
if he thinks proper, especially at the commence- 
ment ; for this purpose he commands Best. 

Digitized by Google 



SCHOOL OF THX SOLDIEB — PABT T. 28 

80. At the command Rbst, the soldier is no 
longer required to preserve immobility, or to 
remain in his plaoe. If the instructor wishes 
merely to relieve the attention of the recruit, he 
commands^ in j92ae«— Rest ; the soldier is then 
not required to preserve his immobility, but he 
always keeps one of his feet in its place. 

8L When the instructor wishes to commence 
the instruction, he commands — Attention; at. 
the command, the soldier takes his position, re« 
mains motionless, and fixes his attention. 

82. The School of the Soldier will be divided 
into three parts : tiie first, comprehending what 
ought to be taught to recruits without arms ; the 
second, the manual of arms, the loadings and 
firings ; the third, the principles of alignment, 
the march by the front, the different steps, the 
march by the flank, the principles of wheeling, 
and those of change of direction; also, long 
marches in double quick time and the run. 

83. Each part will be divided into lessons, as 
follows : 

PAST FIBST. 

Lesson 1 . Position of the soldier without arms : 
Eyes right, left and froift. 

Lesson 2. Facings. 

Lesson 8. Principles of the direct step in com- 
mon and quick time. 

Lesson 4. Principles of the direct step in 
doable quick time and the run. * 



d by Google 



24 aOHOOI* 07 THE 80LDIKB — FJkXt U 

PABT SSOOlfl). 

Lesson 1. Principles of shouldered arms. 
Lesson 2. Manual of arms. 
Lesson 8. To load in four times, and at will. 
Lesson 4. Firings, direct, oblique, by file, and 
by rank. 
Lesson 6. To fire and load, kneeling and lying. 
Lesson 6. Bayonet exercise. 

paet thibd. 

Lesson 1. Union of eight or twelve men for 
instruction in the principles of alignment. 

Lesson 2. The direct march, the oblique march, 
and the different steps. 

Lesson 3. The march by the flank. 

Lesson 4. Principles of wheeling and change 
of direction. 

Lesson 5. Long marches and double quick 
time, and the run, with arms and knapsacks. 



PAET rmsT. 

84. This will be taught, if practicable, to one 
recruit at a time ; but three or four may be unit- 
ed, when the number is great, compai*ed with 
that of the instructors. In this case, the re- 
cruits will be placed in a single rank, at one pace 
from each other. In this part, the recruits will 
be without arms. 
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LxasoK I. 
Position of a Soldier. 

85. Heels on the same line, as near each other . 
as the conformation of the man will permit ; 

The feet turned out equally, and forming with 
each other something less than a right angle ; 

The knees straight without stiffness ; 

The hodj erect on the hips, inclining a little 
forward ; 

The shoulders square and falling equally ; 

The arms hanging naturally ; 

The elbows near the body ; 

The palm of the hand turned a little to the 
front, the little finger behind the seam of the 
pantaloons ; 

The head erect and square to the front, without 
constraint ; 

The chin near the stock, without covering it ; 

The eyes fixed straight to the front, and strik- 
ing the ground about the distance of fifteen 
paces. 

Bexnarks on the Position of a Soldier. 

Meets on the sarne line ; 

86. Because, if one were in rear of the other, 
the shoulder on that side would be thrown.back, 
or the position of the soldier would be con- 
iftrained. 

Beels more or less dosed / 

Because mdn who are knock-kneed, or who 

9 
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have legs with large calves, cannot, without con- 
straint, make their heels touch while standing. 

The feet equally turned out, and not forming too large an 
angle; 

Because, if one foot were turned out more 
than the other, a shoulder would be deranged, 
and if both feet be too much turned out, it would 
not be practicable to incline the upper part of the 
body forward without rendering the whole posi- 
tion unsteady. 

Knees exlendfid without stiffness; 

Because, if stiffened, constraint and fatigue 
would be unavoidable. 

The body erect on the hips; 

Because it gives equilibrium to the position. 
The instructor will observe that many recruits 
have the bad habit of dropping a shoulder, of 
drawing in a side, or of advancing a h^, partic- 
ularly the right, when under arms. These are 
defects he will labor to correct. 

The upper part of the body tncHning forward ; 

Because commonly, recruits are disposed to do 
the reverse, to project the belly, and to throw back 
the shoulders, when they wish to hold themselves 
erect, from which result great inconveniences in 
B|^ching. The habit of inclining forward the 
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Qppttr part of the body is so important to contract, 
that the instmctor mnst enforce it at the begin- 
ning, particularly with recroits who have nata- 
rally the opposite habit. 

Shcnddera square; 

Becanse, if the shoulders be advanced beyond 
the line of the breast, and the back arched (the 
defect caUed round-shouldered, not uncommon 
among recruits), the man cannot align himself, 
nor use his piece with address. It is important, 
then, to correct this defect, and necessary to that 
end that the coat should set easy about the shoul- 
ders and arm-pits ; but in correcting this defect, 
the instructor will take care that the shoulders 
be not thrown too much to the rear, which would 
cause the belly to project, and the small of the 
back to be curved. 

The arms hanging natarajEby, elbowa near the hody^ the 
palm of the hand a little turned to the fnmi^ the Utile 
finger behind the aeam of t?ie pantaioons ; 

Because these positions are equally important 
to the Bhoulder-ariM, and to prevent the man 
from occupying more space in a rank than is 
necessary to a free use of the piece ; they have, 
moreover, the advantage of keeping in the shoul- 
ders. 

The face straight to (he fronit and without constraint; 

Because, if there be stiffness in the latter po- 
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sition, it would commnnicate itself to the whole 
of the upper part of the body, embarrass its 
movements, and give pain and fatigue. 

Eyes direct to the front; 

Because this is the surest means of maintaining 
the shoulders in line — an essential object, to bo 
insisted on and attained. 

87. The instructor having given the recruit 
the position of the soldier without arms, will now 
teach him the turning of the head and eyes. He 
will command : 

1. JSyes — Right. 2. Fbont. 

88. At the word right^ the recruit will turn 
the head gently, so as to bring the inner cor- 
ner of the left eye in a line with the buttons 
of the coat, the eyes fixed on the line of the 
eyes of the men in, or supposed to be in, the 
sai^e rank. 

89. At the second command, the head will re- 
sume the direct or habitual position. 

90. The movement oiEye9 — Left will be exe- 
cuted by inverse means. 

91. The instructor will take particular care 
that the movement of the head does not derange 
the squareness of the shoulders, which will hap- 
pen tf the movement of the former be too 
sudden. 

92. When the instructor shall wish the recruit 
to pass from the state of attention to that of 
ease, he will command : 
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Best. 

93. To cause a resamption of the habitual po- 
sition, the instructor wUl command : 

1. Attention, 2. Squad. 

94. At the first word, the recruit will fix his 
attention ; at the second, he wiU resume the pre- 
scribed position and steadiness. 

Lesson II. 
Facings. 

95. Facing to the right and left will be exe- 
cuted in one time, or pause. The instructor will 
command : ' 

1. Squad. 2. Bight (or Irft) — ^Faoe. 

96. At the second command, raise the right 
foot slightly, turn on the left heel, raising the 
toes a little, and th^n replace the right heel by 
the side of the left, and on the same line. 

97. The full face to the rear (or front) will be 
executed in two times, or pauses. The instructor 
will command. 

1. Squad, 2. Abotit — ^Face. 

98. {First time,) At the word about, the re- 
cruit will turn on the left heel, bring the left toe 
to the front, carry the right foot to the rear, the 

3* 
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hollow opposite to, and fhll three inches from, 
the left heel, the feet square to each other. 

99. {Second time.) At the word face^ the re- 
crait will tnm on both heels, raise the toes a lit- 
tle, extend the hams, face to the rear, bringing, 
at the same time, the right heel by the side of 
the left. 

100. The instructor will take care that these 
motions do not derange the position of the body. 

Lesson III. 
Principles of the Direct Step. 

101. The length of the direct step, or pace, in 
common time, will be twenty-eight inches, reck- 
oning from heel to heel, and in swiftness, at the 
rate of ninety in a minute. 

102. The instructor, seeing the recruit confirm- 
ed in his position, will explain to him the prin- 
ciple and mechanism of this step— placing him- 
self six or seven paces from, and facing to, the 
recruit. He will himself execute slowly the step 
in the way of illustration, and then command : 

1. Squad^ forwa/rd. 2. Common time, 
8. Ma^oh. 

103. At the first command, the recruit will 
throw the weight of the body on the right leg, 
without bending the left knee. 

104. At the third command, he will smartly, 
but without a jerk, carry straight forward the 
left foot twenty-eight inches from the right, the 
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sole near the grouAd, the ham extended, the toe 
a little depressed, and, as also the knee, slightiy 
turned out; he will, at the same time, throw the 
weight of the body forward, and plant flat the 
left foot, without shock, precisely at the distance 
where it finds itself from the right when the 
weight of the body is brought forward, the 
whole of which will now rest on the advanced 
foot. The recruit will next, in like manner, ad* 
Yance the right foot and plant it as above, the 
heel twenty-eight inches from the heel of the* 
left foot, and thus contihue to march without 
crossing the legs, or striking the one, against the 
other, without turning the shoulders, and pre- 
serving always the face direct to the f^ont. 

105. When the instructor shall wish to arrest 
the marchf he will command : 

1. Squad. 2. Halt. 

108. At the second command, which will be 
given at jJie instant when either foot is coming 
to the ground, the foot in the rear will be brought 
up, and planted by the side of the other, without 
shock. 

107. The instructor will indicate, from time to 
time, to the recruit, the cadence of the step by 
giving the command ons at the instant of raising 
a foot, and two at the instant it ought to be 
planted, observing the cadence of ninety steps 
in a minute. This method will contribute greasy 
to impress upon the mind the two motions into 
which the step is naturally divided. 

108. Common time will be employed only in 
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the first and second parts of the School for the 
Soldier. As soon as the recruit has acquired 
steadiness, has become established in the princi- 
pies of shouldered arms, and in the mechanism, 
length and swiftness of the step in common 
time, he will be practised only in quick time, the 
double quick time, and the run. 

109. The principles of the step in quick time 
are the same as for common time, but its swift- 
ness is at the rate of one hundred and ten steps 
per minute. 

110. The instructor wishing the squad to 
march in quick time, will command : 

1. Squad^ forward. 2. March. 

Lesson IV. 

Frinoiples of the I>ouble Quick Step. 

lU. The length of the double quick step is 
thirty-three inches, and its swiftness at the rate 
of one hundred and sixty-five steps per minute. 

112. The instructor wishing to teach the re- 
cruits the principles and mechanism of the double 
quick step, will command : 

1. Double quich step. 2. March. 

113. At the first command the recruit will 
raise his hands to a level with his hips, the hands 
closed, the nails toward the body, the elbows 
to the rear. 

114. At the second command, he will raise to 
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the front his left leg bent, in order to give to the 
knee the greatest elevation, the part of the leg 
between the knee and the instep vertical, the toe 
depressed; he will then replace his foot in its 
former position ; with the right leg he will exe- 
cute what has just been prescribed for the left, 
and the alternate movement of the legs will be 
continued until the command : 

1. Squad, 2. Halt. 

115. At the second command, the recruit will 
bring the foot which is raised* by the side of the 
other, and dropping at the same time his hands 
by his side, will resume the position of the sol- 
dier without arms. 

116. The instructor placing himself seven or 
eight paces from, and facing the recruit, will indi- 
cate the cadence by the commands or^ and two^ 
given alternately at the instant each foot should 
be brought to the ground, which at first will be 
in common time, but its rapidity will be gradu- 
ally augmented. 

117. The recruit being sufficiently established 
in the principles of this step, the instructor will 
command : 

1. Squady forwa/rd. 2. Double quick, 
3. Maeoh. 

118. At the first command, the recruit will 
thrdw the weight of his body on the right leg. 

119. At the second command he will place 
his arms as indicated 'So, 113. 
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120. At the third command, he will carry for- 
ward the left foot, the leg slightly hent, the knee 
somewhat raised — will plant his left foot, the toe 
first, thirty-three inches from the right, and with 
the right foot will then execute what has just 
been prescribed for the left. This alternate move- 
ment of the legs will take place by throwing the 
weight of the body on the foot that is planted, 
and by allowing a natural, oscillatory motion to 
the arms. 

121. The double quick step may be executed 
with different degrees of swiftness. Under ur- 
gent circumstances the cadence of this step may 
be increased to one hundred and eighty per min- 
ute. At this rate a distance of > four thousand 
yards would be passed over in about twenty-five 
minutes. 

122. The recruits will be exercised also in run- 
ning. 

123. The principles are the same as for the 
double quick step, the only difference consisting 
in a greater degree of swiftness. 

124. I5 is recommended in marching at doable 
quick time, or the run, that the men should 
breathe as much as possible through the nose, 
keeping the mouth closed. Experience has proved 
that, by conforming to this principle, a man can 
pass over a much longer distance, and with less 
fatigue. 
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PART SECOND. 
Oeneral Hulea. 

125. The instructor will not pass the men to 
this second part until they shall be well estab- 
lished in the position of the body, and in the 
manner of marching at the different steps. 

126. He will then unite four men, whom he 
will place in the same rank, elbow to elbow, and 

' instruct them in the position of shouldered arms, 
as follows : 

Lesson I. 

Principles of Shouldered Arms. 

127. The recruit being placed as explained in 
the first lesson of the first part, the instructor 
will cause him to bend the right arm slightly, 
and place the piece in it, in the following man- 
ner: 

128. The piece in the right hand — the barrel 
nearly vertical and resting in the hollow of the 
shoulder— -the guard to the front, the arm hang- 
ing nearly at its full length near the body ; the 
thumb and fore-finger embracing the guard, the 
remaining fingers closed together, and grasping 
the swell of the stock just under the cock, which 
rests on the little finger. 

129. Recruits are frequently seen with natural 
defects in the conformation of the shoulders, 
breast and hips. These the" instructor will labor 
to correct in the lessons without arms, aoA after- 
wards, by steady endeavors, so that the appear- 
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ance of the pieces, in the same line, maj he uni- 
form, and this without constraint to the men in 
their positions. 

130. The instructor will have occasion to re- 
mark that recruits, on first hearing arms, are 
liable to derange their position hy lowering the 
right shoulder and the right hand, or by sinking 
the hip and spreading out the elbow;s. 

131. He will be careful to correct all these 
faults by continually rectifying the position; he 
will sometimes take away the piece to replace it 
the better ; he will avoid fatiguing the recruits 
too much in the beginning, but labor by degrees 
to render this position so natural and easy that 
they may remain in it a long time without fatigue. 

132. Finally, the instructor will take great care 
that the piece, at a shoulder, be not carried too 
high nor too low : if too high, the right elbow 
would spread out, the soldier would occupy too 
much space in his rank, and the piece be made to 
waver ; if too low, the files would be too much 
closed, the spldier would not have the necessary 
space to handle his piece with facility, the right 
arm would become too much fatigued, and would 
draw down the shoulder. 

133. The instructor, before passing to the sec- 
ond lesson, will cause to be repeated the move- 
ments of eyes righty left and front^ and the fa- 



Lbsson II. 
lI^Aual of Arms. 
134. The mi^nual o.t arms will be taught to 

Digitized by Google 



SCHOOL OF THI SOLDIEB — PAET H. 37 

four men, placed, at first, in one rank, elbow to 
elbow, and afterwards in two ranks. 

135. Ea^ command will be executed in one 
time (or pause), but this time will be divided into 
motions, the better to make known the mechan- 
ism. 

136. The rate (or swiftness) of each motion, in 
the manual of arms, with the exceptions herein 
indicated, is fixed at the ninetieth part of a min- 
ute ; but, in order not to fatigue the attention, 
the instructor will, at first, look more particular- 
ly to the execation of the motions, without re- 
quiring a nice observance of the cadence, to which 
he will bring the recruits progressively, and after 
they shall have become a little familiarized with 
the handling of the piece. 

137. As the motions relative to the cartridge, 
to the rammer, and to the fixing and unfixing of 
the bayonet, cannot be executed at the rate pre- . 
scribed, nor even with a uniform swiftness, they 
will not bo subjected to that cadence. The in- 
structor will, however, labor to cause these mo- 
tions to be executed with promptness, and, above 
all, with regularity. 

138. The last syllable of the command will de- 
cide the brisk execution of the first motion of 
each time (or pause). The commands two, three, 
and four, will decide the brisk execution of the 
other motions. As soon as the recruits shall well 
comprehend the positions of the several motions 
of a time, they will be taught to execute the time 
without resting on its different motions; the 
mechanism of the time will nevertheless be ob- 
served, as well to give a perfect use of the piece, 
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as to avoid the ^king of, or slurring over, either 
of the motions. 

139. The mannal of arms will be taught in the 
following progression ; the instructor will com- 
mand: 

Support — ^Abms. 

One time and three motions, 

140. {First motion.) Bring the piece, with the 
right hand, perpendicularly to the front and be- 
tween the eyes, the barrel to the rear ; seize the 
piece with the left hand at the lower band, raise 
this hand as high as the chin, and seize the piece 
at the same time with the right hand four inches 
below the cock. 

141. {Second motion.) Turn the piece with the 
right hand, the barrel to the front ; carry the 
piece to the left shoulder, and pass the fore-arm 
extended on the breast between the right hand 
and the cock ; support the cock against the left 
fore-arm, the left hand resting on the right 

'breast. 

142. {Third motion,) Drop the right hand, by 
the side. 

143. When the instructor may wish to give 
repose in this position, he will command : 

Rest. 

144. At this command, the recruits will bring 
up smartly the right hand to the handle of the 
piece (small of the stock), when tliey will not be 
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reqaired to preserve silence, or steadiness of po- 
sition. 

145. When the instructor may wish the re- 
cruits to pass from this position to that of silence 
and steadiness, he will command : 

1. Attention. 2. Squad. 

146. At the second word, the recruits will re- 
sume the position of the third motion of support 
arms. 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

One time and three motions. 

147. (First motion.) Grasp the piece with the 
right hand under and against the left fore-arm ; 
seize it with the left hand at the lower hand, the 
thumb extended; detach the piece slightly from 
the shoulder, the left fore-arm along the stock. 

148. (Second motion.} Carry the piece verti- 
cally to the right shoulder with both hands, the 
rammer to the front, change the position of the 
right hand so as to embrace the guard with the 
thumb and fore-finger, slip the left hand to 
the height of the shoulder, the fingers extended 
and joined, the right arm nearly straight. 

149. (Third motion.) Drop the left ^nd quick- 
ly by the side. 

Present — Abms. 

One time and two motions. 

150. (Mrst motion.) With the right hand bring 
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the piece erect before the centre of the body, the 
rammer to the front ; at the same time seize the 
piece with the left hand half-way between the 
guide sight and lower band, the thumb extended 
along the barrel and against the stock, the fore- 
arm horizontal and resting against the body, the 
hand as high as the elbow. 

151. (Second motion.) Grasp the small of the 
stock with the right hand, below and against the 
guard. 

Shoulder — Asms. 

One time and two mictions. 

152. {First motion.) Bring the piece to the 
right shoulder, at the same time change the posi- 
tion of the right hand so as to embrace the 
guard with the thumb and fore-finger, slip up the 
left hand to the height of the shoulder, the fin- 
gers extended and joined, the right arm nearly 
straight. 

153. {Second motion.) Drop the left hand quick- 
ly by thei side. 

Order — ^Abms. 

One tim>e and two motions, 

154. (First motion.) Seize the piece briskly 
with the left hand near the upper band, and de- 
tach it slightly from the shoulder with the right 
hand : loosen the grasp of the right hand, lower 
the piece with the left, reseize the piece with the 
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right hand ahove the lower band, the little finger 
in the rear of the barrel, the butt about fonr 
inches from the ground, the right hand support- 
ed against the hip, drop the left hand by the 
side. If the rifle musket is used, the piece will 
be seized by the left-hand a little above the mid- 
dle band, and it wUl be seized by the right hand, 
just above the lower band. 

155. (Second motion.) Let the piece slip 
through the right hand to the ground by open- 
ing slightly the fingers, and take the position 
about to be described. 

posrrioBT OF obdee asms. 

158. The hand low, the barrel between the 
thumb and fore-finger extended along the stock ; 
the other fingers extended and joined ; the muz- 
zle about two inches from the right shoulder ; 
the rammer in front ; the toe (or beak) of the 
butt, against, and in a line with, the toe of the 
right foot, the barrel perpendicular. 

157. When the instructor may wish to give 
repose in this position, he will command : 

Best. 

158. At this command, the recruits will not 
be required to preserve silence or steadiness. 

159. When the instructor may wish the re- 
cruits to pass from this position to that of si- 
lence and steadiness, he will command : 

1. Attention, 2. Squad. 
4* 
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160. At the second word, the reoraits will re- 
sume the position of order arms. 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

One time and two motiont, 

161. (First motion.') Raise the piece vertically 
with the right hand to the height of the right 
hreast, and opposite the shoulder, the elbow 
close to the body ; seize the piece with the left 
hand below the right, and drop quickly the right 
hand to grasp the piece at the swell of the 
stock, the thumb and fore-finger embracing the 
guard ; press the piece against the shoulder with 
the left hand, the right arm nearly straight. 

162. (Second motion,) Drop the left hand 
quickly by the side. 

load in nine times. 

1. Load. 

One time and one motion, 

163. Grasp the piece with the left hand as 
high as the right elbow, and bring it vertically 
opposite the middle of the body, shift the right 
hand to the upper band, place the butt between 
the feet, the barrel to the front ; seize it with the 
left hand near the muzzle, which should be three 
inches from the body ; carry the right hand to 
the cartridge-box. If the rifle musket is used 
the right hand will be shifted to just below the 
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upper band. The muzzle will be eight inches 
from the body. 

2. Harulle — Caktkidge. 

One time and one vfioti<Pn, 

164. Seize the cartridge with the thumb and 
next two fingers, and place it between the teeth. 

8. Tea/r — Oaktbidge. 

One time and one motion, 

165. Tear the paper to the powder, hold the» 
cartridge upright between the thumb and first 
two fingers, near the top ; in this position place 
it in front of and near the muzzle — ^the back of 
the hand to the front 

4. Charge — Gabtbidge. 

One time and one motion, 

166. Empty the powder into the barrel : dis- 
engage the ball from the paper with the right 
hand and the thumb and first two fingers of the 
left ; insert it into the bore, the pointed end up- 
permost, and press it down with the right 
thumb ; seize the head of the rammer with the 
thumb and fore-finger of the right hand, the 
other fingers closed, the elbows near the body. 
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5. Draw — ^Bahmeb. 
One time and three motions. 

167. {Fir^ motion.) Half draw the rammer by- 
extending tfie right arm ; steady it in this posi- 
tion with the left thumb; grasp the rammer 
near the muzzle with the right hand, the little 
finger uppermost, the nails to the front, the 
thumb extended along the rammer. 

168. {Second motion,) Clear the rammer from 
the pipes by again extending the arm ; the ram- 
mer in the prolongation of the pipes. 

169. {Third motion.) Turn the rammer, the 
little end of the rammer passing near the left 
shoulder ; place the head of the rammer on the 
ball, the back of- the hand to the front. 

6. Ram — Cajbtbidoe. 
One time and one motion. 

170. Insert the rammer as far as the right, and 
steady it in this position with the thumb of the 
left hand; seize the rammer at the small end 
with the thumb and fore-finger of the right 
hand, the back of the hand to the front ; press 
the ball home, the elbows near the body. 

7. Return — ^Rammeb. 
One time and three motions. 

171. (F^rst motion.) Draw the rammer half- 
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way out, and steady it in this position with the 
.left thumb; grasp it near the muzzle with the 
right hand, the little finger uppermost, the nails 
to the front, the thumb along the rammer : clear 
the rammer from the bore by extending the arm, 
the nails to the front, the ranpmer in the prolon- 
gation of the bore. 

172. (Second motion,) Turn the rammer, the 
head of the rammer passing near the left shoul- 
der, and insert it in the pipes until the right hand 
reaches the muzzle, the nails to the front. 

173. {Third motion.) Force the rammer home 
by placing the little finger 6f the right hand on 
the head of the rammer ; pass the leftk hand 
down the barrel to the extent X>i the arm, with- 
out depressing the shoulder. 

8. Pbihs. 

One time and two motions, 

174. (First motion,) With the left hand raise 
the piece till the hand is as high as the eye, 
grasp the small of the stock with the right hand ; 
half face to the right ; place, at the same time, 
the right foot behind and at right angles with 
the left ; the hollow of the right foot against the 
left heel. Slip the left hand down to the lower 
band, the thumb along the «tock, the left elbow 
against the body; bring the piece to the right 
side, the butt below the right fore-arm — the 
small of the stock against the body and two 
inches below 'the right breast, the barrel up- 
wards, the muzzle on a level with the eye. 
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175. {Second motion.) Half cock with the 
thumb of the right hand, the fingers supported 
against the guard and the small of the stock — 
remove the old cap with one of the ^gers of 
the right hand, and with the thumb and fore- 
finger of the same hand, take a cap from the 
pouch, place it on the nipple, and press it down 
with the thumb ; seize the small of the stock 
with the right hand. 

9. Shoulder — ^Abms. 

One time and two motions, 

176. {First motion.) Bring the piece to the 
right shoulder and support it there with the left 
hand, face to the front; bring the right heel to 
the side of and on a line with the left ; grasp the 
piece with the right hand as indicated in the po- 
sition of shoulder arms, 

177. {Second motion,) Drop the left hand 
quickly by the side. 

Ready. 

One tims and three motions, 

178. {First motion,) Raise the pie'ce slightly 
with the right hand,' making a half face to the 
right on the left heel; carry the right foot to 
the rear, and place it at right angles to the left, 
the hollow of it opposite to and against the left 
heel ; grasp the piece with the left hand at the lower 
band and detach it slightly from the shoulder. 
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179. {Second motion.) Bring down the piece 
with bdth hands, the barrel upward, the left 
thumb extended along the stock, the butt below 
the right fore-arm, the small of the stock against 
the body and two inches below the right breast, 
the muzzle as high as the eye, the left elbow 
against the side ; place at the same time the right 
thumb on the head of the cock^ the other fingers 
under and against the iguard. 

180. (Third motion,) Cock, and seize the piece 
at the small of the stock without deranging the 
position of the butt. 

Aim. 

One time cmd one motion, 

181. Raise the piece with both hands, and 
support the butt against the right shoulder; the 
left elbow down, the right as high as the shoul- 
der; incline the head upon the butt, so that the 
right eye may perceive quickly the notch of the 
hausse, the front sight, and the object aimed at \ 
the left eye closed, the right thumb extended 
along the stock, the fore-finger on the trigger. 

182. When recruits are formed in two ranks to 
execute the firings, the front rank men will raise 
a little less the right elbow, in order to facilitate 
the aim of the rear rank men. 

183. The rear rank men, in aiming, will each 
carry the right foot about eight inches to the 
right, and towards the loft heel of the man next 
on the right, inclining the upper part of the body 
forward. 
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FiBE. 

Ot^ time and one motion, 

184. Press the fore-finger against the trigger, 
fire, without lowering or turning the head, and 
remain in this position. 

185. Instructors will he careful to observe 
when the men fire, that they aim at some dis- 
tinct object, and that the barrel be so directed 
that the line of fire and the line of sight be in 
the same vertical plane. They will often cause 
the firing to be executed on ground of different 
inclinations, in order to accustom the men to tire 
at objects either above o/ below them. 

Load. 

One time and one motion, 

188. Bring down the piece with both hands, 
at the same time face to the front and take the posi- 
tion of load as indicated, No. 163. Each rear rank 
man will bring his right foot by the side of the left. 

187. The men being in this position, the in- 
structor will cause the loading to be continued 
by the commands and means prescribed. No. 163, 
and following. 

188. If, after firing, the instructor should not 
wish the recruits to reload, he will command : 

Shoulder — Asms. 

One time and one ynotion. 
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189. Throw up the^ piece briskly with the left 
hand and resume the position of shoulder arms^ 
at the same time face to the front, turning on the 
left heel, and bring the right heel on a line with 
the left. 

190. To accustom the recruits to wait for the 
command ^r«, the instructor, when they are in 
the position of aim, will command : 

Recover — Asms. 

One time cmd one motion, 

191. At the first part of the command, with- 
draw the finger from the trigger ; at the com- 
mand arms^ retake the position of the third mo- 
tion of ready, 

192. The recruits being in the position of the 
third motion of ready^ if the instructor should 
wish to bring them to a shoulder, he will com- 
mand: 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

On£ time and one motion, 

193. At the command shoulder, place the 
4;humb upon the cock, the fore-finger on the 
trigger, half cock, and seize the small of the stock 
with the right hand. At the command arms, 
bring up the piece briskly to the right shoulder, 
and retake the position of shoulder arms. 

5 
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Remarks on Loading and Firing. 

194. Whenever the loadings and firings are to 
be executed, and the cartridge-boxes are slnng 
upon the waist-belt, the instructor will cause 
them to be broug^ht to the front. 

19f5. If Maynard's primer be used the com- 
mand will be 

Load in eight times, 

and the eighth command will be shoulder arms, 
and executed from return rammer in one time 
and two motions, as follows : 

{First motion.) ^qX^q the piece with the left 
hand, and take the position of shoulder arms as 
indicated No. 152. 

(Second motion.) Drop the left hand quickly 
by the side. 

196. The recruits being at shoulder arms, 
when the instructor shall wish to fix bayonets, 
he will command : 

Fix — ^Bayonet. 

One time and three motions. 

197. {First motion.) Grasp the piece with the 
left hand at the height of the shoulder, and de- 
tach it slightly from the shoulder with the right 
hand. 

198. {Second motion.) Quit the piece with the 
right hand, lower it with the left hand, opposite 
the middle of the body, and place the butt be- 
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tween the feet without shock; the rammer to 
the rear, the barrel vertical, the muzzle three 
inches from the body; seize it with the right 
hand at the upper band, and carry the left hand 
reversed to the handle of the bayonet. If 
the rifle musket be used the barrel will be in- 
clined forward, the muzzle eight inches from the 
body, and the left hand reversed to the handle 
of the bayonet. 

199. {third motion.) Draw the bayonet from 
the scabbard and fix it on the extremity of 
the barrel ; seize the piece with the left hand, the 
arm extended, the right hand at the upper band. 
If the rifle musket be used the clasp will be 
turned as soon as the bayonet is fixed upon the 
barrel. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

One time and two motions, 

200. (First motion.) Raise the piece with the 
left hand and place it against the right shoulder, 
the rammer to the front : seize the piece at the 
same time with he right hand at the swell of 
the stock, the thumb and fore-finger embracing 
the guard, the right arm nearly extended. 

201. (Second motion^ Drop briskly the left 
hand by the side. 

Charge — ^Bayonet. 

One time and two m^otions. 

202. (First motion.) Raise the piece slightly 
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with the right hand and make a half face to the 
right on the left heel ; place the hollow of the 
right foot opposite to, and three inches from the 
left heel, the feet square ; seize the piece at the 
same time with the left hand a little above the 
lower band. 

203. {Second motion.) Bring down the piece 
with both hands, the barrel uppermost, the left 
elbow against the body ; seize the small of the 
stock, at the same time, with the right hand, 
which will be supported against the hip; the 
point of the bayonet as high as the eye. 

Shoulder — Abms. 

One time and two motions. 

204. (Mrst motion.) Throw up the piece brisk- 
ly with the left hand in facing to the front, jAhce 
it against the right shoulder, the rammer to the 
front ; turn the right hand so as to embrace the 
guard, slide the left hand to the height of the 
shoulder, the right hand nearly extended. 

205. (Second motion.) Drop the left hand 
smartly by the side. 

Trail — ^Abms. 

On^ tims and two motions, 

206. (First motion.) The same as the first mo- 
tion of order arms. 

207. (Second motion.) Incline the muzzle 
slightly to the front, the butt to the rear and 
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about four inches from the ground. The right 
hand supported at the hip, will so hold the piece 
that the rear rank men may not touch with 
their bayonets the men in the front rank. 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

208. At the command shoulder^ raise the piece 
perpendicularly in the right hand, the little fin- 
ger in the rear of the barrel ; at the command 
armgy execute what has been prescribed for the 
shoulder from the position of order arms. 

Unfix — ^Bayonet. 

One time and three motions, 

209. (First and second motions.) The same as 
the first and second motions of ^ bayonet, ex- 
cept that, at the end of the second command, 
the thumb of the right hand will be placed on 
the spring of the sabre-bayonet, and the left hand 
will embrace the handle of the sabre-bayonet and, 
the barrel, the thumb extended along the blade. 
If the rifle musket is used, at the end of the second 
command turn the clasp of the bayonet by press- 
ing against it with the thumb of the left hand, 
and then grasp the socket of the bayonet with 
the left hand, the shank, resting between the 
thumb and fore-finger, the thumb pointed up. 

210. (Tliird motion,) Press the thumb of the 
right hand on the spring, wrest off the sabre- 
bayonet, turn it to the right, the edge to the 
front, lower the guard until it touches the right 

6* 

Digitized by Google 



64 SCHOOL OP THK 80LDIEB— PABT II. 

hand, which will seize the hack and the edge of 
the blade between the thumb and first two fin- 
gers, the other fingers holding the piece ; change 
the position of the hand without quitting the han- 
dle, return the sabre-bayonet to the scabbard, and 
seize the piece with the left hand, the arm ex- 
tended. If the rifle musket is used, the follow- 
ing will be the method, viz.: {Third motion.) 
"Wrest off the bayonet, turn it to the right, 
bringing the point of the bayonet down ; change 
the position of the hand without quitting hold 
of the shank of the socket, return the bayonet 
to the scabbard, and seize the piece with the 
left hand, the ann extended. 

Shoulder — Abms. 

One time and two motions, 

211. (First motion.) The same as the first mo- 
tion from fix bayonet^ No. 200. 

212. (Second motion.) The same as the second 
motion from fix bayonet, No. 201. 

Secure — Arms. 

One time and three motions. 

dl3. (Mrst motion.) The same as the first mo- 
tion of support arms, No. 140, except with the 
right hand seize the piece at the small of the 
stock. 

214. (Second motion.) Turn the piece with 
both hands, the barrel to the front; bring it op- 
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I 

posite the left shonlder, the hntt against the hip, 
the left hand at the lower band, the thumb as 
high as the chin and extended on the rammer; 
the piece erect and detached from the shoulder, 
the left fore-arm against the piece. 

215. (Third motion.) Reverse the piece, pass 
it under the left arm, the left hand remaining at 
the. lower band, the thumb on the rammer to 
prevent it from sliding out, the little finger rest- 
ing against the hip, the right hand falling at the 
same time by the side. 

Shoulder — Abms. 

One time and three motions. 

216. (First motion.) Raise the piece with the 
left hand, and seize it with the right hand at the 
small of the stock. The piece erect and detach- 
ed from the shoulder, the butt against the hip, 
the left fore-arm along the piece. 

217. (Second motion.) The same as the second 
motion of shoulder arms from a support. 

218. (Third motion.) The same as the third 
motion, of shoulder a/rms from a support. 

Right shoulder shift — Abms, 

One time and two motions. 

219. (Mrst motion.) Detach the piece perpen- 
dicularly from the shoulder with the right hand, 
and seize it with the left between the lower band 
and guide-sight, raise the piece, the left hand at 
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the height of the shotilder and four inches from 
it; place, at the same time, the right hand on 
the hutt, the beak between the first two fingers, 
the other two fingers under the butt plate. 

220. {Second motion,) Quit the piece with the 
left hand, raise and place the piece on the right 
shoulder with the right hand, the lock plate up- 
ward; let fall at the same time, the left hand 
by the side. 

Shoulder — Abms. 

One time and two motions, 

22L (J^rst motion.) Raise the piece perpen- 
dicularly by extending the right arm to its full 
length, the rammer to the front; at the same 
time seize the piece with the left hand between 
the lower band and guide sight. 

222. {Second motion.) Quit the butt with the 
right hand, which will immediately embrace the 
guard, lower the piece to the position of shoulder 
arms, slide up the left hand to the height of the 
shoulder, the fingers extended and closed. Drop 
the left hand by the side. 

223; The men being at support arms, the in- 
structor will sometimes cause pieces to be brought 
to the right shoulder. To this effect he will 
command : 

Right shoulder sh\ft — ^Abms. 

One time and two motions, 

224. (First motion,) Seize the piece with the 
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right hand, below and near the left fore-arm, 
place the left hand under the batt, the heel of 
the butt between the first two fingers. 

225. (Second motion.) Turn the piece with the 
left hand, the lock plate upward, carry it to the 
right shoulder, the left hand still holding the butt, 
the muzzle elevated ; hold the piece in this posi- 
tion and place the right hand upon the butt, as is 
prescribed No. 219, and let fall the left hand by 
the side. 

Support — Asms. 

One time and two motions, 

226. (First m^otion.) The same as the first mo- 
tion of shoulder arms^ No. 221. 

227. (Second motion) Turn the piece with both 
hands, the barrel to the front, carry it opposite 
the left shoulder, slip the right hand to the small 
of the stock, place the left fore-arm extended on 
the breast, as is prescribed Nol 141, and let fall 
the right hand by the side. 

Armji — At will. 

(hie time and one m>otion, 

228. At this command, carry the piece at pleas- 
ure on either shoulder, with one or both hands, 
the muzzle elevated. 

Shoulder — Asms. 

One tim^e and one motion. 
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229. At this command, retake quickly the posi- 
tion of shoulder arms. 

230. The recruits being at ordered arms, when 
the instructor shall wish to cause the pieces to be 
placed on the ground, he will command: 

Ground — Abms. 

One time and two motions, 

231. {First motion.) Turn the ijiece with the 
right hand, the barrel to the left, at* the same time 
seize the cartridge box with the left hand, bend 
the body, advance the left foot, the heel opposite 
the lower band ; lay the piece on the ground with 
the right hand, the toe of the butt on a line with 
the nght toe, the knees slightly bent, the right 
heel raised. 

232. (Second motion.) Rise up, bring the left 
foot by the side of the right, quit the cartridge box 
with the left hand, and drop the hands by the 
side. 

jRaiae — Abms. 

• One time and two motions. 

233. (Mrst motion.) Seize the cartridge box 
with the left hand, bend the body, advance the^ 
left foot opposite the lower band, and Seize the 
piece with the right hand. 

234. (Second motion.) Raise the piec^, bringing 
the left foot by the side of the right ; turn the 
piece with the right hand, the rammer to the 
front ; at the same time quit the cartridge box 
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with the left hand, and drop this hand hj the 
side. 

IXSPBOTIOX OF ABMS. 

235. The recruits being at ordered arms, and 
having the bayonet in the scabbard, if the in- 
structor wishes to cause an inspection of arms, ho 
will command: 

Infection — ^Abms. 

One time and two m^tionsJ^ 

236. (First motion,) Seize the piece with the 
left hand below and near the upper band, carry it 
wkh both hands opposite the middle of the body, 
the butt between the feet, the rammer to the rear, 
the barrel vertical, the muzzle about three inches 
from the body ; (should the rifle musket be used, 
the muzzle will be about eight inches from the 
body) ; carry the left hand reversed to the bay- 
onet, draw it from the scabbard and fix it on the 
barrel ; grasp the piece with tlie left hand below 
and near the upper band, seize the rammer with 
the thumb and fore-finger of the right hand bent, 
the other fingers closed. 

237. (Second motion,) Draw the rammer as has 
been explained in loading, and let it glide to the 
bottom of the bore, replace the piece with the 
left hand opposite the right shoulder, and retake 
the position of ordered arms, 

238. The instructor will then inspect in suc- 
cession the piece of each recruit, in passing along 
the front of the rank. Each, as the instructor 
reaches him, will raise smartly his piece with 
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his right hand, seize it with the left between the 
lower band and guide sight, the lock to the front, 
the left hand at the height of the chin, the piece 
opposite to the left eye ; the instructor will take 
it with the right hand at the handle, and, after 
inspecting it, will return it to the recruit, who 
will receive it back with the right hand, and re- 
place it in the position of ordered arms. 

239. When the instructor shall have passed 
him, each recruit will retake the position pre- 
scribed at 'the command inspection^ return the 
rammer, unfix the lanfon^t^ and resume the posi- 
lion of ordered arms, 

240. If, instead of inspection of arms, the in- 
structor should merely wish to cause bayonets to 
be fixed, he will command : 

Fix — ^Batonkt. 

241. Take the position indicated No. 236, fix 
bayonets as has been explained, and immediately 
resume the position of ordered arms, 

242. If it be the wish of the instructor, after 
firing, to ascertain whether the pieces have been 
discharged, he will command : 

Spring — ^Rammebs. 

243. Put the rammer in the barrel, as has been 
explained above, and immediately retake the po- 
sition of ordered arms, 

244. The instructor, for the purpose stated, can 
take the rammer by the small end, and spring it 
in the barrel, or cause each recruit to make it ring 
in the barrel 
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245. Each recruit, after the instructor passes 
him, will return rammer, and resume the position 
of ordered arms, 

Remarks on the Manual of Amuk 

246. The manual of arms frequently distorts 
the persons of recruits before they acquire ease 
and confidence in the several positions. The in- 
structor will therefore frequently recur to ele- 
mentary principles in the course of the lessons. 

247. Recruits are also extremely liable to curve 
the sides and back, and to derange the shoulders, 
especially in loading. Consequently, the instruc- 
tor will not cause them to dwell too long at a 
time in one position. 

248. When, after some days of exercise in the 
manual of arms, the four men shall be well estab- 
lished in their use, the instructor will always 
terminate the lesson by marching the men for 
some time in one rank, and at one pace apart, in 
common and quick time, in order to confirm them 
more and more in Ae mechanism of the step ; 
he will also teach them to mark time, and to 
change step, which will be executed in the follow- 
ing manner : 

TO MABK TIME. 

249. The four men marching in the direct step, 
the instructor will command : 

1. Mark time. 2. Maboh. 

260. At the second command, which will be 
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given at the instant a foot is coming to the 
ground, the recruits will make a semblance of 
marching, by bringing the heels by the side of 
each other, and observing the xjadence of the 
step, by raising each foot dternately without ad- 
vancing. 

251. The instructor wishing the direct step to 
be resumed, will command : 

1. Forward, 2. Maech. 

252. At the second command, which will be 
given as prescribed above, the recruits will re- 
take the step of twenty-eight inches. 

TO CHANGE STEP. 

253. The squad being in march, the instructor 
will command : 

' 1. Chanae step. 2. Maech. 

254. At the second command, which will be 
given at the instant either foot is coming to the 
ground, bring the foot which is in rear by the side 
of that which is in front, and step off again with 
the foot which was in front. 

TO MAECH BACKWAED. 

255. The instructor wishing the sqoad to 
march backward, will command : 

1. Squad hackward, 2. Maech. 
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256. At the second command, the recruits will 
step off smartly with the left foot fourteen inch- 
es to the rear, reckoning from heel to heel, and so 
on with the feet in succession till the command 
lialt^ which will always he preceded by the cau- 
tion squad. The men will halt at this command, 
and bring back the foot in front by the side of 
the other. 

257. This step will always be executed in 
quick time. 

258. The instructor will be watchful that the 
recruits march straight to the rear, and that the 
erect position of the body and the piece be not 
deranged. 

Lesson III. 

TO LOAD IK FOTJB TIMES. 

259. The object of this lesson is to prepare the 
recruits to load at will, and to cause them to dis- 
tinguish the times which require the greatest 
regularity and attention, such as cJuirge cartridge, 
ram cari/ridge, and prime. It will be divided as 
follows : 

260. The first time will be executed at the end 
of the command ; the three others at the com- 
mands, two, three and/owr. 

The instructor will command : 

1. Load in four times, 2. Load. 

261. Execute the times to include charge car- 
tridge. 
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Two. 

262. Exeonte the times to inclnde ram car- 
tridge. 

Thbeb. 

263. Execute the times to inclnde prime. 

FOUB. 

264. Execute the time of shoulder arms. 

TO LOAD AT WILL. 

265. The instructor will next teach loading at 
will, which will be executed as loading in four 
times, but continued, and without resting on 
either of the times. He will command : 

1. Load at will, 2. Load. 

266. The instructor will habituate the recruits, 
by degrees, to load with the greatest possible 
promptitude, each without regulating himself by 
his neighbor, and above all without waiting for 
him. 

267. The cadence prescribed No. 186, is not 
applicable to loading in four times, or at will. 

LsssoN IV. 

Firings. 

268. The firings are direct or oblique, and will 
be executed as follows : 
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THl DISKCT FIBS. 

269. The instnictor will give the following 
commands : 

1. Fire hy Squad, 2. Squad. 3. ^sadt. 4, 
Aim. 5. Fibe. 6. Load. 

270. These several commands will he executed 
as has heen prescrihed in the Manual of Arms, 
At the third command, the men will come to the 
position of ready ^ as heretofore explained. At 
the fourth they will aim according to the rank 
in which each may find himself placed, the rear- 
rank men inclining forward a little the upper part 
of the hody, in order that their pieces may reach 
as much beyond the front rank as possible. 

271. At the sixth command, they mjk load 
their pieces and return immediately t^flie posi- 
tion of ready. W 

272. Thfe instructor will reoommenpthe firing 
by the commands : 



1. Squad. 2. Aim. 8. Firb. 4. Load. 

273. When the instructor wishes the firing to 
cease, he will command : 

Cease — fibino. 

274. At this command the men will cease -fir- 
ing, but will load their pieces if unloaded^ and . 
afterward bring them to a shoulder.. 

6* 
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OBLIQUB iriBINOfi. 

275. The obliqiae firings will be ezecnted to the 
right and left, and by the same commands as the 
direct fire, ^ith this single difference — the com- 
mand aim will always be preceded by the cau- 
tion, right or ^ft oblique. 

POSITION OF THE TWO BANKS IN THB.OBUQUE 
FIBE TO THE BIGHT. 

276. At the command ready,, the two ranks 
will execute what has been prescribed for the 
direct fire. 

277. At the cautionary command, right ob- 
lique^ the two ranks will throw back the right 
shoulder, and look steadily at the objecWto be 

278!^K ^^ command atm, each front-rank 
man wilKm to the right without deranging the 
feet ; eacSrear-rank man will advance the left 
foot abouAight inches toward the right heel of 
the man next on the lifht of his file leader, and 
aim to the right, inclining the upper part of the 
body forward, and bending a little the left knee. 

•POSITION OF THE TWO BANKS IN THE OBUQUS 
FIBE TO THE LEFT. 

279. At the cautionary commana left oblique^ 

Hie two ranks will throw back the left shoulder, 

and look steadily at the object to be hit. 

* 280. At the command aim. the front rank will 

take aim to the left without deranging the feet ; 
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each man in the rear rank will advance the right 
foot about eight inches toward the right heel of 
the man next on the right of his file leader, and 
aim to the left, inclining the upper part of the 
body forward, and bending a little the right 
knee. 

281. In hoth cases, at the command load^ the 
men of each rank will come to the position of 
load as prescribed in the direct fire ; the rear 
rank men bringing back the foot which is to the 
right and front by the side of the other. Each 
man will continue to load as if isolated. 



TO FIBE BY FILE. 

282. The fire by file will be executed by the 
two ranks, the files of which will fire succes- 
sively, and without regulating on each other, ex- 
cept for the first fire. 

283. The instructor will command : 

1. Fire lyfile. 2. Squad, 8. Ready. 4. Oom- 

MENGX FIBINO. 

284. At the third command, the two ranks 
will take the position prescribed in the direct 
fire. 

285. At the fourth command, the file on the 
right will aim and fire; the rear-rank man in 
aiming will take the position indicated No. 183. 

286. The men of this file will load their pieces 
briskly and fire a second time ; reload and fire 
again, and so on in continuation. 

287. The second file.will aim, at the instant 



d by Google 



68 80HOOL OF THE BOLDIBB — ^PABT n. 

the first brings down pieces to reload, and will 
conform in ell respects to that which has just 
been prescribed for the first file. 

288. After the first fire, the front and rear rank 
men will not be required to fire at the same time. 

289. Each man, after loading, will return to 
the position of re(tdy and continue the fire. 

290. When the instructor wishes the fire to 
cease, he will command : 

Oe€ue — ^FiBmo. 

29L At this command, the men will cease 
firing. If they have fired, they will load their 
pieces and bring them to a shoulder; if at the 
position of ready ^ they will half-cock and shoul- 
der arms. If in the position of aim^ they will 
bring down their pieces, half-cock, and shoulder 



TO FIBE BY BANE. 

292. The fire by rank will be executed by each 
entire rank, alternately. ^ 

293. The instructor will command: 

1. Fire hy rank, 2. Squad, 3. Keady. 4. Rea/r 
rank, 5. Aim. 6. Fibe. 7. Load. 

294. At the third command, the two ranks 
will take the position of ready^ as prescribed in 
the direct fire. 

295. At the seventh command, the rear rank 
will execute that whicl^ has been prescribed in 
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the direct fire, asA afterward take the position 
of ready, 

296. As soon as the instructor >sees several 
men of the rear rank in the position of ready, he 
will command : 

1. Front rank, 2. Aim. 3. Fibk. 4. Load. 

297. At these commands, the men in the front 
rank will Execute what has heen prescribed for 
the rear rank, but they will not step off with the 
right foot. 

298. The instructor will recommence the firing 
by the rear rank, and will thus continue to alter- 
nate from rank to rank, until he shall wish the 
firing to cease, when he will command, cease 
firing^ which will be executed as heretofore pre- 
scribed. 

Lesson V. 

To Fire and Ijoad Kneeling 

299. In this exercise, the squad will be sup- 
posed loaded and drawn up in one rank. The 
instruction will be given to each man individ- 
ually, without times or motions, and in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

300. The instructor will command : 

FiBB AND Load Kneeling. 

301. At this command, the man on the right 
of the squad will move forward three paces and 
halt ; then carry the right foot to the rear and to 
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the right of the left heel, and in a position conven- 
ient for placing the right knee upon the ground in 
hending the left leg : place the right knee upon 
the ground; lower the piece, the left fore-arm 
supported upon the thigh on the same side, the 
right hand on the small of the stock, the butt 
resting on the right thigh, the left hand support- 
ing the piece near the lower band. 

302. He will next move the right leg to the 
left around the knee supported on the ground, 
until this leg is nearly perpendicular to the direc- 
tion of the left foot, and thus seat himself com- 
fortably on the right heel. 

303. Haise the piece with the right hand and 
support it with the left, holding it near the lower 
band, the left elbow resting on the left thigh near 
the knee; seize the hammer %ith the thumb, the 
fore-finger under the guard, cock and seize the 
piece at the small of the stock ; bring the piece 
to the shoulder, aim andflre, 

304. Bring the piece down as soon as it is 
fired, and support it with the left hand, the butt 
resting against the right thigh; carry the piece 
to the rear rising on the knee, the barrel down- 
ward, the butt resting on tlj^ ground ; in this 
position support the piece with the left hand at 
the upper band, draw cartridge with the right 
and load the piece, ramming the ball, if necessary, 
with both hands. 

305. When loaded bring the piece to the front 
with the left hand, which holds it at the upper 
band; seize it at the same time with the right 
hand at the small of the stock ; turn the piece, 
the barrel uppermost and nearly horizontid, the 
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left elbow resting on the left thigh'; half cock, 
remove the old cap and prime, rise, and return to 
the ranks. 

306. The second man will then be taught what 
has just been prescribed for the first, and so on 
through the remainder of the squad. 

TO FIBE AND LOAD LYING. * 

307. In this exercise the squad will be in one 
rank and loaded; the instruction will be given 
individually and without times or motions. 

308. The instructor will command : 

FiBE AND Load Lying. 

309. At this command, the man on the right 
of the squad will move forward three paces and 
halt ; he will then bring his piece to an order, 
drop on both knees, and place himself on the 
ground flat on his belly. In this position ho will 
support the piece nearly horizontal with the left 
hand, holding it near the lower band, the butt 
end of the piece and the left elbow resting on 
the ground, the barrel uppermost ; cock the piece 
with the right hand, and carry this hand to the 
small of the stock; raise the piece with both 
hands, press the butt against the shoulder, and, 
resting on both elbows, aim Q.nd Jire, 

310. As soon as he has fired, bring the piece 
down and turn upon his left side, still resting on 
his left elbow; bring back the piece until the 
cock is opposite his breast, the butt end resting 
on the ground; take out a cartridge with the 
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right hand ; seize the small of the stock with this 
hand, holding the cartridge with the thumh and 
two first fingers ; he will then throw himself on 
his back, still holding the piece with both hands; 
carry the piece to the rear, place the butt be- 
tween the heels, the barrel up, the muzzle ele- 
vated. In this position, charge cartridge, draw 
rammer, ram cartridge, and return rammer. 

311. When finished loading, the man will turn 
again upon his left side, remove the old cap and 
prime, then raise the piece vertically, rise, turn 
about, and resume his position in the ranks. 

312. The second man will be taught what 
has just been prescribed for the first, and so on 
throughout the squad. 

Lesson VI. 
Bayonet ExeroiBe. 

313. The bayonet exercise in this book will 
be confined to two movements, the guard against 
infantry^ and the guard agadnst cavalry. The 
men will be placed in one rank, with two paces 
interval, and, being at shoulder arms, the instruc- ' 
tor will command ; 

1. Qua/rd against Infantry, 2. Guaed. 

One time and two motions, 

314. (First motion.) Make a half face to the 
right, turning on both heels, the feet square to 
each other; at the same time raise the piece 
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slightlj, and seize it with the left hand above 
and near the lower bond. 

315. {Second motion.) Carry the right foot 
twenty inches perpendicularly to the rear, the 
right heel on the prolongation of the left, the 
knees slightly bent, the weight of the body rest- 
ing equally on both legs ; lower the piece with 
both hands, the barrel uppermost, the left elbow 
against the body; seize the piece at the same 
time with the right hand at the small of the 
stock, the arms falling naturally, the point of the 
bayonet slightly elevated. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

One time and one motion. 

. 316. Throw up the piece with the left hand, 
and place it against the right shoulder, at the 
same time bring the right heel by the side of the 
left and face to the front. 

1. Guard against Oa/oalry. 2. Guard. 

^ One time and two motions, 

317. Both motions the same as for guard 
against infantry^ except that the right hand will 
be supported against the hip, and the bayonet 
held at the height of the eye, as in charge hay^ 
onet. 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

One tims and one motion. 
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318. Spring up the piece with the left hand 
and place it against the right shoulder, at the 
same time bring the right heel by the side of the 
left, and face to the front. 



PART THIRD. 

319. When the recruits are well established in 
the principles and mechanism of the atep^ the po- 
sition of the body, and the manual of arms, the in- 
structor will unite eight men, at least, and twelve 
men at most, in order to teach them the princi- 
ples of alignment, the principles of the touch of 
elbows in marching to the front, the principles of 
the march by the flank, wheeling from a halt, 
wheeling in marching, and the change of direc- 
tion to the side of the guide. He will place the 
squad in one rank, elbow to elbow, and number 
the men from right to left. 

Lesson I. 
Alisnxnents* 

320. The instructor will at first teach the re- 
cruits to align themselves, man by man, in order 
the better to make them comprehend the princi- 
ples of alignment ; to this end, he will command 
the two men on the right flank to march two 
paces to the front, and having aligned them, ho 
will caution the remainder of the squad to move 
up, as they may be successively called, each by 

Digitized by Google 



d by Google 



IhLJ. ScIlooI of tlie Soldier pf j- 










1 



Guard ag(ii.n.st CayaLry. 
JST'' 3f7. 

Digitized by Google 



SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER — PABT IH. 75 

Lis number, and align themselves successively on 
the line of the first two men. 

321. Each recruit^ as designated by his number 
will turn the head and eyes to the right, as pre- 
scribed in the first lesson of the first part, and 
will march in quioJc time two paces forward^ short- 
ening the last, so^as to find himself about six 
inches behind the new alignment, which he ought 
never to pass : he will next move up steadily by 
steps of two or three inches, the hams extended, 
to the side of the man next to him on the align- 
ment, so that, without deranging the head, the 
line of the eyes, or that of the shoulders, he may 
find himself in the exact line of his neighbor, 
whose elbow he will lightly touch without open- 
ing his own. 

322. The instructor seeing the rank well align- 
ed, will command : 

Fbont. 

323. At this, the recruits will turn eyes to the 
front, and remain firm. 

824. Alignments to the left will be executed 
on the same principles. . 

325. When the recruits shall have thus learn- 
ed to align themselves, man by man, correctly, 
and without groping or jostling, the instructor 
will cause the entire rank to align itself at once 
by the command : 

Eight (or left^ — Dbess. 

326. At this the rank, except the two men 
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placed in advance as a basis of alignment, will 
move up in quick time, and place themselves on 
the new line, according to the principles pre- 
scribed No. 321. 

327. The instructor, placed five or six paces 
in front, and facing the rank, will carefully ob- 
serve that the principles are followed, and then 
pass to the fla^k that has served as a basis, to 
verify the alignment. 

328. The instructor, seeing the greater num- 
ber of the rank aligned, will command - 

Feont. 

329. The instructor may aftecward order thU 
or that z&Lq forward or hack^ designating each by 
its number. The file or files designated, only, 
will slightly turn the head toward the basis, to 
judge how much they ought to move up or back, 
steadily place themselves on the line, and then 
turn eyes to the front, without a particular com- 
mand to that effect. 

330. Alignments to the rear will be executed 
on the same principles, the recruits stepping back 
a little beyond the line, and then dressing up ac- 
cording to the principles prescribed No. 321, the 
instructor commanding : 

Bight (or left) bachtoard — ^Dbess. 

331. After each alignment, the instructor will 
examine the position of the men, and cause the 
rank to come to ordered arms^ to prevent too 
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much fatigne, and also the danger of negligence 
at shouldered arms. 

Lesson II. 

832. The men having learned, in the first and 
second parts to march with steadiness in com- 
mon time, and to take steps equal in length and 
swiftness, will be exercised in the third part only 
in quick time, double quick time, and the run ; 
the instructor will cause them to execute succes- 
sively, at these different gaits, the march to the 
front, the facing about in marching, the march 
by the flank, the wheels at a halt and in march- 
ing, and the changes of direction to the side of 
the guide. 

333. The instructor will inform the recruits 
that at the command march, they will always 
move off in quick time, unless this command 
should be preceded by that of double quick, 

TO MABCH TO THE FBONT. 

334. The rank being correctly aligned, when 
the instructor shall wish to cause it to march by 
the front, he will place a well instructed man on 
the right or the. left, according to the side on which 
he may wish the guide to be, and command : 

1. Squad, forward, 2. Guide right (or left). 
3. March. 

335. At the command march, the rank will 
step off smartly with the left foot ; the guide will 
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take care to inarch straight to the front, keeping 
his shoulders always in a square with that line. 

336. The instructor will observe, in marching 
to the front, that the men touch lightly the el- 
bow toward the side of the guide ; that they do 
not open out the left elbow, nor the right arm ; 
that they yield to pressure coming from the side of 
the guide, and resist that coming from the oppo- 
site side ; that they recover by insensible degrees 
the slight touch of the elbow, if lost ; that they 
maintain the head direct to the front, no matter 
on which side the guide may be ; and if found 
before or behind the alignment, that the man 
in fault corrects himself by shortening or length- 
ening the step, by degrees, almost insensible. 

337. The instructor will labor to cause recruits 
to comprehend that the alignment can only be 
preserved, in marching, by the regularity of the 
step, the touch of the elbow, and the mainten- 
ance of the shoulders in a square with the line of 
direction : that if, for example, the step of some 
bo longer than that of others, or if some march 
faster than others, a separation of elbows, and a 
loss of the alignment, would be inevitable ; that if 
(it being required that the head should be direct to 
the front) they do not strictly observe the touch of 
elbows, it would be impossible for an individual to 
judge whether he marches abreast with his neigh- 
bor, or not, and whether there be not an interval 
between them. 

338. The impulsion of the quick step having a 
tendency to make men too easy and free in their 
movements, the instructor will be careful to regu- 
late the cadence of this step, and to habitaa1l6 
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them to preserve always the erectness of the 
body, and the due length of the pace. 

339. The men being well established in the 
principles of the direct march, the instructor 
will exercise them in marching obliquely. The 
rank being in march, the instructor will com- 
mand: 

1. Bight (or left) ohliqtie^ 2. Mabch. 

340. At the second command, each man will 
make a half face to the right (or left), and will 
then march straight-forward in the ne\^ direction. 
As the men no longer touch elbows, they will 
glance along the shoulders of the nearest files, 
toward the side to which they are obliquing, 
and will regulate their steps so that the shoulder 
shall always be behind that of their next neigh- 
bor on that side, and that his head shall conceal 
the heads of the other men in the rank. Besides 
this, the men should preserve the same length of 
pace, and the same degree of obliquity. 

311. The instructor wishing to resume the 
primitive direction, will command : 

; 

1. Forward. 2. Mabch. 

342. At the second command, each man will 
make a half face to the left (or right), and all will 
then march straight to the front, conforming to 
the prinoiplea of the direct march. 
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TO MABOH TO THS FBONT IS DOTTBLB QUIOBl TIMB. 

843. When the several principles, heretofore 
explained, have become familiar to the recruits, 
and they shall be well established in the position 
of the body, the bearing of arms, and the mechan- 
ism, length, and swiftness of the step, the in- 
structor will pass them from quick to double quick 
time, and the reverse, observing not to make 
them march obliquely in double quick time, till 
they are well established in the cadence of this 
step. 

341. Th£ squad being at a march in quick time, 
the instructor will command : 

1. Double quick, 2. Maboh. 

346. At the command ma/rch^ which will be 
given when either foot is coming to the ground, 
the squad will step off in double quick time. The 
men will endeavor to follow the principles laid 
down in the first part of this book, and to pre- 
serve the alignment. 

346. When the instructor widhes the squad to 
resume the step in quick time, he will command : 

l.> Quick time, 2. Maboh. 

847. At the command mareh^ which will be 
given when either foot is coming to the ground, 
the squad will retake the step in quick time.. 

348. The squad being in march, the instructor 
will halt it by the commands and means pre- 
scribed Nos. 105 and 106. The command halt^ 
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will be given aa instant before the foot is readj 
to be placed on the ground. 

349. The squad being in march in doable qniok 
time, the instructor will occasionally cause it to 
mark time by the commands prescribed No. 249. 
The men will then mark double quick time, with- 
out altering the cadence of the step. He will also 

'cause them to pass from the direct to the oblique 
step, and reciprocally, conforming to what has 
been prescribed No. 339, and following. 

350. The squad bei^g at a halt, the instructor 
will cause it to march in double quick time, by 
preceding the command march^ by double quick, 

351. The instructor will endeavor to regulate 
well the cadence of the step. 

TO FAOB ABOUT IN MABOmNG. 

852. If the squad be marching in quick, or 
double quick time, and the instructor should wish 
to march it in retreat, he will command : 

1. Squad right about. 2. Maboh. 

363. At the command marehy which will be 
given at the instant the left foot is coming to the 
ground, the recruit will bring this foot to the 
ground, and turning on, it, will face to the rear; 
he will then place the right foot in the new di- 
rection, and step off with the left foot. 

354. If the instructor should wish merely to 
face the squad about, without marching it in re- 
treat, he will command : 
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1. Squad right about. 2. Halt. 

355. At the command Tuilt^ which will be given 
the instant the left foot is coming to the ground, 
the recruit will face about as prescribed No. 853 ; 
he will then place the right foot by the side of 
the left. 

I TO MARCH BACKWABD. 

356. The squad being at a halt, if the' instruc- 
tor should wish to march it in the back step, he 
will command : 

I. Squad backward, 2. Chiide left (or right.) 
8. Mabch. 

357. The back step will be executed by the 
means prescribed No. 256. 

358. The instructor, in this step, will be watch- 
ftil that the meii do not lean on each other. 

359. As the march to the front in quick time 
should only be executed at shouldered arms, the 
instructor, in order not to fatigue the men too 
much, and also to prevent negligence in gait and 
position, will halt the squad from time to time, 
and cause arms to be ordered. 

360. In marching at double quick time^ the 
men will always carry their pieces on the right 
shoulder or at a trail. This rule is general. 

361. If the instructor shall wish the pieces car- 
ried at a trail he will give the command traU 
arms, before the command double quick. If, on 
the contrary, this command be not given, the 
men will shift their pieces to the right shoulder 
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at the command double quick. In either case, at 
the command Jialt, the men will bring their pieces 
to the position of shoulder arms. This rule is 
general. 

Lesson III. 

The March by the Flank. 

362. The rank being at a halt, and correctly 
aligned, the instructor will command : 

1. Squadj right — ^Faoe. 2. Forward, 3. Mabqr. 

363. At the last part of the first command, . 
the rank will face to the right ; the even num- 
bered men, after facing to the right, will step 
quickly to the right side of the odd numbered 
men, the latter standing fast, so that when the 
movement is executed, the men will be formed 
into files of two men abreast. 

364. At the third command, the squad will 
step off smartly with the left foot ; the files keep- 
ing aligned, and preserving their intervals. 

365. The march by the left flank will be exe- 
cuted by the same commands, substituting the 
word left for right, and by inverse means ; in 
this case, the even numbered men, after facing to 
the left will stand fast, and the odi numbered 
will place themselves on their left. 

366. The instructor will place a well instructed 
soldier by the side of the recruit who is at the 
head of the rank, to regulate the step, and to con- 
duct him ; and it will be eryoined on this recruit 
to march always elbow to elbow with the soldier. 
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867. The instructor will cause to be observed 
in the march, by the flank, the following rules : 

That the step be executed according to the priitciples pre- 
scribed for the direct step ; 

Because these principles, without which men 
placed elbow to elbow, in the same rank, cannot 
preserve unity and harmony of movement, are 
of a more necessary observance in marching in 
file. 

T}iat the head of the man who immedioMy precedes, 
covers the heads of aU who are in front; 

Because it is the most certain rule by which 
each man may maintain himself in the exact line 
of the file. 

368. The instructor will place himself habitu- 
ally five or six paces on the flank of the rank 
marching in file, to watch over the execution 
of the principles prescribed above. He will also 
place himself sometimes iA its rear, halt, and suf- 
fer it to pass fifteen or twenty paces, the better 
to see whether the men cover each other accu- 
rately. 

369. When he shall wish to halt the rank, 
marching by the fiank, and to cause it to face to 
the front, he will command : 

1. Squad. 2. Halt. 3. Fbont. 

370. At the second command, the rank wiU 
halt, and afterward no man will stir, although hft 
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may have lost his distance. This, prohihition is 
necessary, to habituate the men to a constant 
preservation of their distances. 

371. At the third command, each man will 
front by facing to the left, if marching by the 
right flank, and by a face to the right, if march- 
ing by the left flank. The rear-rank men will at 
the same time move quickly into their places, so 
as to form the squad again into one rank. 

372. When the men have become accustomed 
to marching by the flank, the instructor will 
cause them to change direction by file ; for this 
purpose, he will command : 

1. By file left (or right), 2. Maeoh. 

373. At the command march^ the first file will 
change direction to the left (or right) in describ- 
ing a small arc of a circle, and will then march 
straight-forward ; the two men of this file, in 
wheeling, will keep up the touch of the elbows, 
and the man on the side to which the wheel is 
made, will shorten the first three or four steps. 
Each file will come successively to wheel on the 
same spot where that which preened it wheeled. 

374. The instructor will iJso cause the squad 
to face by the right or left fiank in marching, and 
for this purpose will command : 

1. Squad "by the right (or lrft)fianh, 2. March. 

376. At the second command, which will be 
given a little before either foot comes to the 
^ound, the recruits will turn the body, plant 
8 . 
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the foot that is raised in the new direction, and 
step off with the other foot without altering the 
cadence of the step ; the men will double or nn- 
double rapidly. 

' 876. Ifi in facing by the right or the left flank, 
the squad should face to the rear, the men will 
come into one rank, agreeably to the principles 
indicated No. 371. It is to be remarked, that it 
is the men who are in the rear who always move 
up to form into single rank, and in such manner 
as never to invert the order of the numbers in 
the rank. 

377. If, when the squad has been faced to the 
rear*, the instructor should cause it to face by 
the left flank, it is the even numbers who will 
double by moving to the left of the odd numbers ; 
but if by the right flank, it is the odd numbers who 
will double to the right of the even numbers. 

378. This lesson, like the preceding one, will 
be practised with pieces at a shoulder; but the 
instructor may, to give relief by change occa- 
sionally order support arms^ and he will require 
of the recruits marching in this position as much 
regularity as in the former. 

379. If the instructor should wish merely to 
lace the squad by the flank, without marching 
forward, he will command : 

1. Squad ly tJie right (or left) flanJc, 2. Halt. 

880. At the command halt^ the recruit will 
face as prescribed. No. 375 ; he will then place the 
foot that is raised by the side of the other. 
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THE MABCH BY THB FLAKK IN DOUBLB QUIOS: 
TIME. 

381. The principles of the march by the flank 
in double quick time, are the same as in quick 
time. The instructor will give the commands 
prescribed Ko. 362, taking care always to give 
the command double quick before that of march. 

382. He will pay the greatest attention to the 
cadence of the step. 

383. The instructor will cause the change of 
direction, and the march by the flank, to be exe- 
cuted in double quick time, by the same com- 
mands, and according to the same principles, as 
in quick time. 

884. The instructor will cause the pieces to be 
carried either on the right shoulder or at a trail 

385. The instructor will sometimes march the 
squad by the flank, without doubling the flies. 

386. The principles of this march are the same 
as in two ranks, and it will always be executed 
in quick time. 

387. The instructor will give the commands 
prescribed, No. 362, but he will be careful to 
caution the squad not to double files. 

388. The instructor will be watchful that the 
men do not bend their knees unequally, which 
would cause them to tread on the heels of the 
men in front, and also to lose the cadence of the 
step and their distances. 

389. The various movements in this lesson will 
be executed in^ single rank. In the changes of 
^direction, the leading man will change direction 
without altering the length or the cadence of the 



d by Google 



> 



88 SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIEB — ^PABT m. 

step. The instmctor will recall to the attention 
of the men, that in facing hy the right or left flank 
in marching, they will not double, but march in 
one rank. 

Lesson IV. 
"Wheelinss. 

GENXBAL PBINGIPLXS OF WHEELING. 

390. Wheelings are of two kinds : from halts, 
or on fixed pivots, and in march, or on movable 
pivots. 

SOL Wheeling on a fixed pivot takes place in 
passing a corps from the order in battle to the 
order in column, or from the latter to the former. 

302. Wheels in marching take place in changes 
of direction in column, as often as this movement 
is executed to the side opposite to the guide. 

303. In wheels from a halt, the pivot-man only 
turns in his place, without advancing or receding. 

304. In the wheels in marching, the pivot takes 
steps of nine or eleven inches, according as the 
squad is marching in quick or double quick time, 
so as to clear the wheeling-point, which is neces- 
sary, in order that the subdivisions of a column 
may change direction without losing their dis- 
tances, as will be explained in the School of the 
Company. 

305. The man on the wheeling-flank will take 
the full step of twenty-eight inches, or thirty- 
three inohes, according to the gait. 
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WHSELINO FBOM A HALT, OB ON A FIXED PIVOT. 

396. The rank being at a halt, the instrnctor 
will place a well-instrncted man on the wheeling- 
fiank to conduct it, and then command : 

1. By squadj right wheel, 2. March. 

397. At the second command, the rank will 
step off with the left foot, turning at the same 
time the head a 'little to the left, the eyes fixed 
on the line of the eyes of the men to their left ; 
the pivot-man will merely mark time in gradually 
turning his body, in order to conform himself to 
the movement of the marching flank ; the man 
who conducts this flank will take steps of twenty- 
eight inches, and from the first step advance a 
little the left shoulder, cast his eyes from time to 
time along the rank, and feel constantly the 
elbow of the next man lightly, but never push 
him. 

398. The other men will feel lightly the elbow 
of the next man toward the pivot, resist pressure 
coming from the opposite side, and each will con- 
form himself to the marching flank — shortening 
his step according to his approximation to the 
pivot. 

399. The instructor will make the rank wheel 
round the circle once or twice before halting, in 
order to cause th^principles to be the better un* 
derstood, and he will be watchful that the centre 
does not break. 

400. He will cause the wheel to the left to be 
executed according to the same principles. 

8* 
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40L When the instructor shall wish to arrest 
the wheel, he will command : 

1. Squad, 2. Halt. 

402. At the second command, the rank will 
halt, and no man stir. The instructor, going to 
the flank opposite the pivot, will place the two 
outer men of that flank in the direction he may 
wish to give to the rank, without however dis- 
placing the pivot, who will conform the line of 
his shoulders to this direction. The instructor 
will take care to have between these two men, 
and the pivot, only the space necessary to con- 
tain the other men. He will then command : 

Left (or right) — ^Deess. 

408. At this, the rank will place itself on the 
alignment of the two men established as the 
basis, in conformity with the principles pre- 
scribed. 

404. The instructor will next command: 
Front, which will be executed as prescribed 
No. 323. 

REMARKS OS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE WHEEL FROM 
A HALT. 

405. ^^'i <"• little the head toward the marching flank^ 
arid fix the eyes on the line of thi eyes of the men who 
are on that side; 

Because, otherwise, it would be impossible for 
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each man to regulate the length of his step so as 
to conform his own movement to that of the 
marching flank. 

Touch lightly the elhow of the next man toward the 
pivot; 

In order that the files may not open out in the 
wheel. 

Iksist pressure that coTnesfrom the side of the marching 
flank; 

Becanse, if this principle he neglected, the 
pivot, which ought to be a fixed point, in wheels 
from a halt, might be pushed out of its place by 
pressure. 

WIIBELINO m MAECniNG, OB ON A MOTABLB 
PIVOT. 

406. "When the recruits have been brought to 
execute well the wheel from a halt, they will be 
taught to wheel in marching. 

407. To this end, the rank being in march, 
when the instructor shall wish to cause it to 
change direction to the reverse flank (to the side 
opposite to the guide or pivot flank), he will 
command : 

1. JRight (or left) wheel. 2. Mabch. 

408. The first command will be given when 
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the rank is j^t four paces from the wheeling 
point. 

409. At the second command, the wheel will 
be executed in the same manner as from a halt, 
except that the touch of the elbow will remain 
toward the marching flank (or side of the guide) 
instead of the side of the actual pivot ; that the 
pivot man, instead of merely turning in his 
place, will conform himself to the movement of 
the marching flank, feel lightly the elbow of the 
next man, take steps of full nine inches, and thus 
gain ground forward in describing a small curve 
so as to clear the point of the wheel. The mid- 
dle of the rank will bend slightly to the rear. 
As soon as the movement shall commence, the , 
man who conducts the marching flank will cast 
his eyes on the ground over which he will have 
to pass. 

410. The wheel being ended, the instructor 
will command : 

1. Forward. 2. Maboh. 

411. The first command will be pronounced 
when four paces are yet required to complete 
the change of' direction. 

412. At the command march^ which will be 
given at the instant of completing the wheel, the 
man who conducts the marching flank will di- 
rect himself straight-forward; the pivot man 
and all the rank will retake-the step of twenty- 
eight inches, and bring the head direct to tihe 
front. 
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TUBSriNG, OB OHANOB OP DIBEOTION TO THE SIDE 
OF THE GUIDE. 

413, The ^change of direction to the side of 
the gmde, in marching, will be executed as fol- 
lows : The instructor will command : 

1. Left (or righi) turn, 2. Maboh. 

414. The first command will be given when 
the rank is y^t four paces from the turning 
point, 

416. At the command march^ to be pronounc- 
ed at the instant the rank ought to turn, the 
guide will face to the left (or right) in marching, 
and move forward in the new direction without 
slackening or quickening the cadence, and with- 
out shortening or lengthening the step. The 
whole rank will promptly conform itself to the 
new direction: to effect which, each man will 
advance the shoulder opposite to the guide, take 
the double quick step, to carry himself in the 
new direction, turn the head and eyes to the 
side of the guide, and retak'e the touch of the 
elbow on that side, in placing himself on 
the alignment of the guide, from whom he will 
take the step, and then resume the direct position 
of the head. Each man will thus arrive success- 
ively on the alignment. 

WHEELING AND CHANGING DIBEOTION TO THE SIDE 
OF THE GUIDE, IN DOUBLE QUICK TIME. 

416, When the recruits comprehend and exe- 
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cnte well, in quick time, the wheels at a halt and 
in marching, and the change of direction to the 
side of the guide, the instructor will cause the same 
movements to be repeated in double quick time. 

417. These various movements will be exe- 
cuted by the same commands and according to 
the same principles as in quick time, except that, 
the command double quick will precede that of 
march. In wheeling while marching, the pivot 
man will take steps of eleven inches, and in the 
changes of direction to the side of the guide, the 
men on the side opposite the guide must in- 
crease the gait in order to bring themselves into 
line. 

418. The instructor, in order not to fatigue 
the recruits, and not to divide their attention, 
will cause them to execute the several move- 
ments of which this lesson is composed, first 
without arms, and next, after the mechanism be 
well comprehended, with arms. 

Lesson V. 
Iiong Marches in Double Quick Time and the Bun. 

418. The instructor will cause to be resumed 
the exercises in double quick time and the run, 
with arms and knapsacks. 

420. He will cause long marches to be exe- 
cuted in double quick time, both by the front 
and by the flank, and by constant practice will 
lead the men to pass over a distance of five miles 
in sixty minutes. The pieces ii^ill be carried on 
either shoulder, and sometimes at a trail. 
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421. He will also exercise them in long march- 
es at a run, the pieces carried at will ; the men 
will be instmcted to keep as united as possible, 
without however exacting much regularity, 
which is impracticable. 

422. The run, in actual service, will only be 
resorted to when it may be highly important to 
reach a given point with great promptitude. 

TO STACK ASMS. 

The men being at order arms with bayonets 
unfixed, the instructor will command : 

Stach — Asms. 

423. At this command, the front-rank man of 
every ^ven-numbered file will pass his piece be- 
fore hin), seizing it with the left hand near the 
upper band ; will place the butt a little in ad- 
vance of his left toe, the barrel turned toward 
the body, and draw the rammer slightly from 
its place ; the front-rank man of every odd num- 
bered file will also draw the rammer slightly, 
and pass his piece to the man next on his left, 
who will seize it with the right hand near the 
upper band, and place the butt a little in advance 
of the right toe of the man next on his right, 
the barrel turned to the front; he will then cross 
the rammers of the two pieces^ the rammer of 
the piece of the odd numbered man being inside; 
the rear rank man of every even file will also 
draw his rammer, lean his piece forward, the 
lock-plate downwards, advance the right foot 
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about six inches, and inserl the rammer between 
the rammer and barrel of the piece of his front- 
rank man ; with his left hand he will place the 
butt of his piece on the ground, thirty-two inches 
in rear of, and perpendicular to, the front rank, 
bringing back his right foot by the side of the 
left ; the front-rank man of every even file will 
at the same time lean the stack to the rear, quit 
it with his right hand, and force all the rammers 
down. The stack being thus formed, the rear- 
rank man of every odd file will pass his piece 
into his left hand, the barrel to the front, and in- 
clining it forward, will rest it on the stack. 

424. If the rifle musket be used and it is re- 
quired to stack arms with the bayonets fixed, the 
following will be the method. 

425. At the command stach arms, the front- 
rank man of every even-numbered tile will pass 
his piece before him, seizing it with the left hand 
above the middle band, and place the butt be- 
hind and near the rigSt foot of the man next on 
the left, the barrel turned to the front. At the 
same time the front-rank man of every odd-num- 
bered file will pass his piece before him, seizing 
it with the left hand below the middle band, and 
hand it to the man next on the left ; the latter 
will receive it with the right hand two inches 
above the middle band, throw the butt about 
thirty-two inches to the front, opposite to his 
right shoulder, inclining the muzzle toward him, 
and lock the shanks of the two bayonets : the 
lock of this second piece toward the right, and 
its shank above that of the first piece. The rear- 
rank man of every even file will project his bay- 
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onet forward, and introduce it (using both hands) 
between and under the shanks of the two other 
bayonets. He will then abandon the piece to 
his file leader, who will receive k with the right 
hand under the middle band, bring the butt to 
the front, holding up l^is own piece and the stack 
with the left hand, and place the butt of this 
third piece between the feet of the man next on 
the right, the S plate to the rear. The stack 
thus formed, the rear-rank man of every odd 
file will pass his piece into his left hand, the bar- 
rel turned to the front, and, sloping the bayonet 
forward, rest it on the stack. 

426. The men of both ranks having taken the 
position of the soldier without arms, the instruc- 
tor will command : 

1. Break ranks, 2. Maboh. 

TO SESUMB ABMS. 

427. Both ranks being re-formed in rear of 
their stacks, the instructor will command : 

Take — Abms. 

428. At this command, the rear-rank man of 
every odd-numbered file will withdraw his piece 
from the stack ; the front-rank man of every even 
file will seize his own piece with the left hand 
and that of the man on his right with his right 
hand, both above the lower band ; the rear-rank 
man of the even file will seize his piece with the 
right hand below the lower band (if the rifle 
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mtiBket be used the piece will be seized at the 
middle band) ; these two men will raise np the 
stack to loosen the rammers, or shanks of the 
bayonets. The front*rank man of every odd file 
will facilitate the disengagement of the rammers, 
if necessary, by drawing them out slightly with 
the left hand, and will receive his piece from the 
hand of the man next on his left ; the four men 
will retake the position of the soldier at order 
arms. 



■ND OF THE SCHOOL OF THE 80LDIEB. 
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TITLilE III. 



SCHOOL OF THE OOKPANY. 

General Bules and Division of the School of the 
Company. 

1. Instkuotion by company will always pre- 
cede that by battalion, and the object being to 
prepare the soldiers for the higher school, the 
exercises of detail by company Vill be strictly 
adhered to, as well in respect to principles, as 
the order of progression herein prescribed. 

2. There will be attached to a company under- 
going elementary instruction, a captain, a cover- 
ing sergeant, and a certain number of file closers, 
the whole posted in the manner indicated, Title 
First, and, according to the same Title, the officer 
charged with the exercise of such company will 
herein be denominated the instructor, 

3 The School of the Company will be divided 
into six lessons, and each lesson will comprehend 
five articles as follows : 

Lesson I. 

1. To open ranks. 

2. Alignments in open ranks. 
8. Manual of arms. 

4. To close ranks. 
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6. AlignmeDtSf and manual of anna in closed 
ranks. 

Lisbon IL 

1. To load in fonr times and at nfill. 

2. To fire by company. 
8. To fire by file. 

4. To fire by rank. 

6. To fire by the rear rank. 

liBSSOlT in. 

1. To march in line of battle. 

2. To halt the company marching in line of 
battle, and to align it. * 

8. Oblique march in line of battle. 

4. To mark time, to march in donble quick 
time, and the back step. 

5. To march in retreat in line of battle, 

Lnssoir IV, 

1. To march by the flank, 

2. To change. direction by file. 

8. To halt the company marching by the flank, 
and to face it to the front. 

4. The company being in march by the flank, 
to form it on the right or left by file into line of 
battle. 

5. The company marching by the flank, to form 
it by company or platoon into line, and cause it 
to face to the right and leift, and file to the left 
and right in marching, ' 
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Lbssok Y. 

1. To break into colnmn by platoon either at a 
halt, or while marching. 

2. To march in column. 
8. To change direction. 

4. To halti the column. 

5. Being in column by platoon, to form to the 
right or left into line of battle, either at a halt 
or marching. 

Lsssoir VI. 

1. To break into platoons, and to re-form the 
company. 

2. To break files to the rear, and to cause them 
to re-enter into line. 

3. To march in column in route, and to execute 
the movements incident thereto. 

4. Countermarch. 

6. Being in column by platoon, to form on the 
right or left into line of battle. 

4. The company will always be formed in two 
ranks. The men will take their places in ranks 
as prescribed in No. 15 Title I., and without any 
preliminary formation. The instructor will then 
cause the files to be numbered, and for this pur- 
pose will command: 

In each rank — Count Twos. 

5. At this command, the men count in each 
rank, from right to left, pronouncing in a loud 
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and distinct voice, in the same tone, without 
hnrry and wthout turning the head, one^ two^ 
according to the place which each 'one occupies. 
He will also cause the company to be divided 
into platoons and sections, taking care that the 
first platoon is always composed of an even num- 
ber of files. 

6. The instructor will be as clear and concise 
as possible in his explanations; he will cause 
faults of detail to be rectified by the captain, to 
whom he will indicate them, if the captain should 
not himself have observed them ; and the instruc- 
tor will not otherwise interfere, unless the cap- 
tain should not well comprehend, or should badly 
execute his intentions. 

7. Composure, or presence of mind, in him who 
commands, and in those who obey, being the first 
means of order in a body of troops, the instructor 
will labor to habituate the company to this essen- 

, tial quality, and will himself give the example. 



LESSON FIRST. 

Abtiolk I. 

To open Banks. 

8. The company being at ordered arms, the 
ranks and file closers well aligned, when the in- 
structor shall wish to cause the ranks to be 
opened, he will direct the left guide to place 
himself on the left of the front rank, whioh 
being executed, he will command: 
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1. Attention, 2. Company. 3. Shpulder — Asms. 
4. To the rear open order, 

9. At the fourth command, the covering ser- 
geant and the left guide will step off smartly to 
the rear, four paces from the front rank, in order 
to mark the alignment of the rear rank. They 
will judge this distance hj the eye, without count- 
ing the steps. 

10. The instructor will place himself at the 
same time on the right flank, in order to observe 
if these two non-commissioned officers are on a 
line parallel to the front rank, and, if necessary, 
to correct their positions, which being. executed, 
he will command : 

5. Maboh. 

IL At this command, the front rank will stand 
fast. 

12. The rear rank will step to the rear, with- . 
out counting the steps, and will place themselves 
on the alignment marked for this rank, con- 
forming to what is prescribed in the S, 8,y No. 
330. 

13. The covering sergeant will align the rear 
rank on the lefb guide placed to mark the left of 
this rank. 

14. The file closers will march to the rear at 
the same time with the rear rank, and will place 
themselves two paces from this rank when it is 
aligned. 

15. The instructor seeing the rear rank aligned, 
wiU command : 
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6. Feokt. 

16. At this command, the sergeant on the left 
of the rear rank will return to his place as a file 
closer. 

17. The rear rank being aligned, the instructor 
will direct the captain and the covering sergeant 
to observe the men in their respective ranks, and 
to correct, if necessary, the positions of persons 
and pieces. 

AsTicLB n. 
Alignments in Open Banks. 

18. The ranks being open, the instructor will^ 
in the first exercises, align the ranks, man hj 
man, the better to inculcate the principles. 

19. To effect this, he will cause two or four 
men on the right or left of each rank to march 
two or three paces forward, and, after having 
aligned them, command : 

By file^ right (or left) — ^Dress. 

20. At this, the men of each rank will move 
np successively on the alignment, each man be- 
ing preceded by his neighbor in the same rank, 
toward the basis, by two paces, and, having cor- 
rectly aligned himself, will cast his eyes to the 
front 

21. Successive alignments having habituated 
the soldiers to dress correctly, the instructor will 
cause the ranks to align themselves at once, 
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forwsrd^nd backward, sometimes in a direction 
parallel, and sometimes in one oblique, to the 
original direction, giving, in each case, two or 
four men to serve as a basis of alignment to each 
rank. To effect which, he will command : 



1. Right (or Irft) — ^Dbess. 2. Front. 

OB 

1. Right (or left) backward — ^Deess. 2. Fbont. 



22. In oblique alignments, in opened ranks, the 
men of the rear rank will not seek to cover their 
file leaders, as the sole object of the exercise is to 
teach them to align themselves correctly in their 
respective ranks, in the different directions. 

23. In the several 'alignments, the captain will 
superintend the front rank, and the covering 
sergeant the rear rank. For this purpose, they 
will place themselves on the side by which the 
ranks are dressed. 

24. In oblique alignments, the men will con- 
form the line of their shoulders to the new direc- 
tion of their rank, and will place themselves on 
the alignment as has been prescribed in the 
8, 8., No. 826 or No. 330, according as the 
new direction shall be in front or rear of the 
'original one. 

25. At the end of each alignment, the captain 
and the covering sergeant will pass along the 

• front of the ranks to correct the positions of 
persons and arms. 
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AsnoLS III. ^ 

Manual of Arms. 

28. The ranks being open, the instrnctor will 
place himself in a position to see the ranks, and 
will command the manual of arms in the follow- 
ing order: 

Present a/rms. Shoulder arms. 
Order arms. 
Ground a/rms. 

liaise arms. Shoulder arms. 

Support arms. Shoulder arms. 

Fix bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Charge bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Trail arms. Shoulder arms. 

Unfix bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Secure arms. Shoulder arms. 
Load in nine times. 

27. The instructor will take care that the po- 
sition of the body, of the feet, and of the piece, 
be always exact, and that. the times be briskly 
executed and close to the person. 

' Abtiob IV. 
To Close Banks. 

28. The manual of arms being ended, the in- 
structor will command : 

1. Close order. 2. Maboh. 
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29. At the command mcMrehy the rear rank 
will doAe np in quick time, each man directing 
himself on his file leader. 

Abticlb V. 
Alignment!, and Manual of Arms in Closed Banks. 

30. The ranks being closed, the instructor 
will cause to be executed parallel and oblique 
alignments by the right and left, forward and 
backward, observing to place always two or four 
files to serve as a basis of alignment. He will 
give the commands prescribed, No. 21. 

31. In alignments in closed ranks, the captain 
will superintend the front rank, and the covering 
sergeant the rear rank. They will habituate them- 
selves to judge the alignment by the lines of the 
eyes and shoulders, in casting a glance of the eye 
along the front and rear of the ranks. 

32. The moment the captain perceives the 
greater number of the front rank aligned, he will 
command Fbont, and rectify afterward, if ne- 
cessary, the alignment of the other' men by 
the means prescribed in the S, 5., No. 829. 
The rear rank will conform to the alignment of 
the front rank, superintended by the covering 
sergeant. 

33. The ranks being steady, the instructor 
will place himself on the flank to verify their 
alignment. He will also see that each rear-r^nk 
man covers accurately his file leader. 

34. In oblique alignments, the instructor wiU 
observe what is prescribed No. 24. 
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35. In all alignments, the file closers will pre- 
serve the distance of two paces from the rear 
rank. 

36. The alignments being ended, the instmc- 
tor will cause to be executed the manual of arms. 

37. The instructor, wishing to rest the men, 
without deranging the alignment, will first cause 
arms to be supported, or ordered, and then com- 
mand: 

In place — ^Rkst. 

38. At this command, the men will no longer 
he constrained to preserve silence or steadiness 
of position ; but thej will always keep one or 
other heel on the alignment. 

39. If, on the contrary, the instructor should 
wish to rest the men without constraining them 
to preserve the alignment, he will command : 

Best. 

40. At which command, the men will not be 
required to preserve immobility, or to remain in 
their places. 

41. The instructor may, also, when he shall 
judge proper, cause arms to be stacked, which 
will be executed as prescribed in the S. 8, 



LESSON SECOND. 

42. The instructor wishing to pass the second 
lesson will cause the company tg take arms, if 
stacks have been formed, and command : 
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1. Attentum, 2. Company. 8. Shoulder — Abmb. 

43. The instmctor will then cause loadings and 
firings, to be executed in the following order : 

AsnoLE L 
To Ijoad in Four Ttmes and at WllL 

44. Loading in four timeB will be commanded 
and executed as prescribed in the S, 5., No. 260, 
and following. The instructor will cause this 
exercise to be often repeated, in succes^on, bo- 
fore passing to loading at will. 

45. Loa^g at will will be commanded and 
executed as prescribed in the S, A, No. 266. 
In priming when loading in four timeSy and 
also at will, the captain and covering sergeant 
will half face to the right with the men, and 
fftce to the front when the man next to them, 
respectiyely, brings his piece to the should- 
der. 

46. The instructor will labor to the utmost to 
cause the men, in the different loadings, to exe- 
cute what has been prescribed in the S. S., Nos. 
266 and 267. • 

47. Loading at will, being that of battle, and 
consequently the one with which it is most im- 
portant to render the men familiar, it will claim 
preference in the exercises the moment the men 
are well established in the principles. To these 
they will be brought by degrees, so that every 

> man may be able ^o load with cartridges^ and tP 
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fire at least three ronnds in a minnte with easil 
and regnlaritj. 

Abtiolb it. 
To Fire by Company. 

48. The instmctor, wishing to canse the' fire by 
company to be execnted, will command : 

1. Fire by campofny. 2. Commence Jirinff, 

49. At the first command, the captain will 
promptly place himself opposite the centre of 
his company, and four paces in rear of the line 
of file closers : the covering sergeant will retire 
to that line, and place himself opposite to his in- 
terval. Thia rule is general, far both the captain 
and covering sergeant, in all the different ^ings. 

60. At the second command, the captain will 
add: 1. Company; 2. Ready; 8. Aim; 4. Fibb; 
6. Load. 

51. At the command had, the men will load 
their pieces, and then take the position of ready, 
as prescribed in the School of the Soldier. 

52. The captain will immediately recommence 
the firing, by the commands : 

1. Company. 2. Aim. 3. Fibs. 4. Load. 

53. The firing will be thns continued until the 
signal to cease firing is soanded. 

54. The captain will sometimes canse aim to 
be taken to the right and left, simply observing 
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to prononnce right (or l^) obUquey before the 
command aim, 

Abtiole in. 

The Fire by File. 

55. The instmctor wishing to canse the fire bj 
file to be executed, will command : 

1. Fire lyjile. 2. Company. 3. Readt. 4. Cam- 
meneejtring. 

66. The third and fourth commands will be 
executed as prescribed in the S. /SI, No. 284 and 
following. 

5t. The fire will be commenced by the right 
file of the company ; the next file will take aim 
at the instant the first brings down pieces to re- 
load, and so on to the left ; but this progression 
will only be observed in the first discharge, after 
which each man will reload and fire without 
regulating himself, by others, conforming him- 
self to what is prescribed in the S, /S'., No. 289. 



Abticle IV. 

The Fire by Bank. 

68. The instmctor wishing the fire by rank to 
be executed, will command : 

1. Fire hy ramJc, 2. Company. 8, Readt. 
4. Rear rank — ^Anc. 6. Fibb. 6. Load. 
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69* The fifth and sixth commands will be exe- 
oated as is prescribed in the 3. S., No. 294 and 
following. 

60. When the instructor sees one or two pieces 
in the rear rank at a ready, he will command : 

1. Front rank. 2. Aim. 8. Fibx. 4. Load. 

61. The firing will be continued thus by alter- 
nate ranks, until the signal is given to cease 

. firing. 

Qii, The instructor will sometimes cause aim 
to be taken to the right and left, conforming to 
what is prescribed No. 54. 

63. The instructor will cause the firing to 
cease, whether by company, by file, or by rank, 
by sounding the signal to cease firing, and at the 
instant this sound commences, the men will cease 
to fire, conforming to what is prescribed in the 
S. 5., No. 291. 

64. The signal to cease firing will be always 
followed by a bugle note or tap; at which sound,* 
the captain and covering sergeant will promptly 
resume their places in line, and will rectify, if 
necessary, the alignment of the ranks. 

66. In this school, except when powder is 
used, the signal to cease firing will be indicated 
by the command, cease firing, which will*be pro- 
nounced by the instructor when he wishes the 
semblance of firing to cease. 

66. The command posts will be likewise sub- 
stituted, under similar circumstances, for the 
bugle note or tap employed as the signal for the re- 
turn j>i tiie captain and covering sergeant to their 
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places in line, which command will be given 
when the instructor sees the men have brought 
their pieces to a shoulder. 

67. The fire by file being that which is most 
frequently used against an enemy, it is highly 
knportant that it be rendered perfectly familiar 
to the troops. The instructor will, therefore, 
give it almost exclusive preference, and labor to 
cause the men to aim with care, and always, if 
possible, at some particular object. As it is of 
the utmost importance that the men should aim 
with precision in battle, this principle will be 
rigidly enforced in the exercises for purposes of 
instruction. 

ASTIGLE V. 
To Fire by the Bear Bank. 

68. The instructor will cause the several fires 
to be executed to the rear, that is, by the rear 
rank. To effect this, he will command : 

1. Face hy the rear rank, 2. Company. 3. 
•About — ^Faoe. 

69. At the first command, the captain will step 
out, and place himself sixteen inches from, and 
facing the right file of his company; the cover- 
ing sergeant, and file closers, will pass quickly 
through the captain's interval, and place them- 
selves faced to the rear, the covering sergeant a ' 
pace behind the captain, and the file closers two 
paces from the front rank opposite to their places 
in line, each passing behind the covering sergeant. 

10* 

Digitized by Google 



114 SCHOOL OF THE OOMPANT — ^LESBON n. 

70. At the third command, which will be 
given at the instant the last file closer shall ha^e 
passed through the interval, the company will 
face about ; the captain will place himself in his 
interval in the rear-rank, now become the front, 
and the covering sergeant will cover him in the 
front rank, now become the rear. 

71. The company having faced by the rear- 
rank, the instructor will cause it to execute the 
fire by company, both direct and oblique, the fire 
by 'file, and the fire by rank, by the commands 
and means prescribed in the three preceding ar- 
ticles; the captain, covering sergeant, and the 
men, will conform themselves, in like manner, to 
what is therein prescribed. 

72. The fire by file will commence on the left 
of the company, now become the rigj^t. In the 
fire by rank, the firing will commence with the 
front rank, now become the rear. 

73. To resume the proper front, the instructor 
will command : 



1. Foes hy the front ranh. 2. Company, 8. 
About — Faok. 

74. At the first command, the captain, cover- 
ing sergeant and file-closers will conform to 
what is prescribed Nos. 69 and 70. 

75. At the third command, the company hav- 
ing faced about, the captain and covering ser- 
geant will resume their places in line. 

76. In this lesson, the instructor will impress 
on the men the importance of aiming always at 
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0ome particnlar object, and of holding the pieces 
^ prescribed in the S. S.^ No. 185. 

77. The instmctor will recommend to. the cap- 
tain to make a short panse between the com- 
mands aim emdjire^ to give the men time to aim 
with accnracy. 

78. The instructor will place himself in position 
to see the two ranks, in order to detect faults ; 
he will charge the captain and file closers to be 
equally watchful, and to report to him when the 
ranks are at rest. He will remand, for individual 
instruction, the men who may be observed to 
load badly. 

79. The instructor will recommend to the sol- 
diers, in the firings, the highest degree of compo- 
sure or presence of mind ; he will neglect noth- 
ing that nAy contribute to this end. 

80. He will give to the men, as a general prin- 
ciple^ to maintain, in the direct fire, the left h^l 
in its place, in order that the alignment of the 
ranks and files may not be deranged ; and he will 
verify, by examination, after each exercise in 
firing, the observance of this principle. 

81. The instructor will observe, in addition to 
these remarks, all those which follow. 

82. When the firing is executed with cartridges, 
it is particularly recommended that the men ob- 
serve, in uncocking, whether smoke escapes from 
the tube, which is a certain indication that the 
piece has been discharged; but if, on the con- 
trary, no smoke escapes, the soldier, in such case, 
instead of reloading, will pick and prime again. 
If, believing the load to be discharged, the soldier 
should put a second cartridge in his piece, he 
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ought, at least, to perceiye it in ramming, by the 
height of the load ; and he would he very culpa- 
ble should he put in a third. The instructor trill 
always cause arms to be inspected after firing 
with cartridges, in order to observe if the fault 
has been committed, of putting three cartridges 
without a discharge, in the same piece, in which 
case the ball screw will be applied. 

83. It sometimes happens, when a cap has 
missed fire, that the tube is found stopped up 
with a hard, white, and compact powder ; in this 
case, picking will be dispensed^ with, and a new 
cap siibstituted for the old one. 



LESSON" THIRD. 

Abtiole I. 

To Advance in Iiine of Battle. 

84. The company being in line of battle, and 
correctly aligned, when the instructor shall wish 
to^exerdse it in marching by the front, he will 
assure himself that the shoulders of the captain 
and covering sergeant are perfectly in the direc- 
tion of their respective ranks, and that the ser- 
geant accurately covers the captain ; the instruc- 
tor will then place himself twenty-five or thirty 
paces in front of them, face to the rear, and place 
himself exactly on the prolongation of the line 
passing between their heels. 

85. The instructor, being aligned on the di- 
recting file, will command : 
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1. Company^ forwards 

86. At this, a sergeant, previonsly designated, 
will move six paces in advance of the captain : 
the instnictor, from the position prescribed, will 
correctly align this sergeant on the prolongation 
of the directing file. 

87. This advanced sergeant, who is to be 
eharged with the direction, will, the moment his 
position is assured, take two points on the ground 
in the straight line, which would pass between 
his own and the heels of the instructor. 

88. These dispositions being made, the in- 
structor will step aside, and command : 

2. Mabosl 

89. At this, the company will step off with 
life. The directing sergeant will observe, with 
the greatest precision, the length and cadence of 
the step, marching on the two points he has 
chosen ; he will take, in succession, and always a 
little before arriving at the point nearest to him, 
new points in advance, exactly in the same line 
with the first two, and at the distance of some 
fifteen or • twenty paces from each other. The 
captain will march steadily in the trace of the 
directing sergeant, keeping always six paces from 
him ; the men will each maintain the head direct 
to the front, feel lightly the elbow of his neigh- 
bor on the side of direction, and conform him- 
self to the principles prescribed in the 8, /SI, for 
the march by the front. 

90. The man next to *the captain will take 
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special care not to pass him ; to this end, he will 
keep the line of his shoulders a little in the rear, 
bat in the same direction with tho^ of the captain. 

91. The file oiosers will march at the habitual 
distance of two paces behind the rear rank. 

92. If the men lose the step, the instrnctor 
will command : 

To «A<^— Step. 

93. At this command the men will glance to- 
ward the directing sergeant^ retake the step from 
him, and again direct their ejes to the front. 

94. The instructor wiU cause the captain and 
covering sergeant to be posted sometimes on the 
right, and sometimes on the left of the company. 

95. The directing sergeant, in advance, having 
the greatest influea^e on the march of the com> 
pany, he will be selected for the precision of his 
step, his habit of maintaining his shoulders in a 
square with a given line of direction, and of pro- 
longing that line without variation. 

96. If this sergeant should fail to observe 
these principles, undulations in the front of the 
company must necessarily follow ; the men will 
be unable to contract the» habit of taking steps 
equal in length and swiftness, and of maintaining 
their shoulders in a square with the line of direc- 
tion — the only means of attaining perfection in 
the march in line. 

97. The instructor, with a view the better to 
establish the men in the length and cadence of 
the step, and in the principles of the march in 
line, will cause the company to advance three or 
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four hundred paces, at once, withoat halting, if 
the ground will permit. ^ In the first exercises, 
he will march tbe company with open ranks, the 
better to observe the two ranks. 

98. The instructor will see, with care, that all 
the principles of the march in line are strictlj 
observed ; iie will generally be on the directing 
flank, in a position to observe the two ranks, and 
the faults they may commit ; he will sometimes 
halt behind the directing file during some thirty 
successive steps, in order to judge whether the 
directing sergeant, or the directing file, deviate 
from. the perpendicular. 

Abtiole n. 

To Halt the Company, Marching in Iiine of Battle, 
andtoAlisnlt. 

99. The instructor, wishing to halt the com- 
pany, will command : 

1. Compomy, 2. Halt. 

100. At the second command, the company 
will halt ; the directing sergeant will remain in 
advance, unless ordered to return to the line of 
file closers. The company being at a halt, the 
instructor may advance the first three or four 
files on the side of direction, and align the com- 
pany on that basis, or he may confine himself to 
causing the alignment to be rectified. In this 
last case, he will command : Captain^ rectify the 
alignment. The captain will direct the covering 

Digitized by Google 



120 60H00L OP THE OOMPAKT — ^LESSON HI. 

sergeant to attend to the rear rank, when each, 
glancing his eyes along his rank, will promptly 
rectify it, conforming to what is prescribed in 
the S, S,, No. 329. 

Abticle III. 
Oblique March in Xiine of Battle. 

101. The company being in the direct march, 
when the instructor shall wish to cause it to 
march obliquely, he will command : 

1. Bight (or left) oblique, 2. March. 

102. At the command marek^ the company 
will take the oblique step. The men will accu- 
rately observe the principles prescribed in the 
S, S., No. 340. The rear rank men will pre- 
serve their distances, and march in rear of the 
man next on the right (or left) of their habitual 
file leaders. 

103. When the instructor wishes the direct 
march to be resumed, he will command : 

1. Forward. 2. Maeoh. 

• 104. At the command march, the company 
will resume the direct march. The instructor 
will move briskly twenty paces in front of the 
captain, and facing the company^ will place him- 
self exactly in the prolongation of the captain 
and covering sergeant ; and then, by a sign, will 
move the directing sergeant on the same line, if 
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he be not already on it ; the latter will imme- 
diately take two points on the ground between 
himself and the instractor, and as he advances, 
will take new points of direction, as is explained 
1^0. 89. 

105. In the obliqne march, the men not hav- 
ing the touch of elbows, the guide will always 
be on the side toward which the oblique is made, 
without any indication to that effect being given ; 
and when the direct march is resumed, the guide 
will be, equaUy without indication, on the side 
where it was previous to the obliqne. 

108. The instructor will, at first, cause the ob- 
lique to be made toward the side of the guide. 
He will also direct the captain to have an eye on 
the directing sergeant, in order to keep on the 
same perpendicular line to the front with him, 
while following a parallel direction. 

107. During the continuance of the march, 
the instructor will be watchful that the men fol- 
low parallel directions, in conforming to the prin- 
ciples prescribed in the school of the soldier, for 
preserving the general alignment ; whenever the 
men lose the alignment, he will be careful that 
they regain it by lengthening or shortening the 
step, without altering the cadence, or changing 
the direction. 

108. The instructor will place himself in front 
of the company and face to it, in order to regu- 
late the march of the directing sergeant, or the 
man who is on the flank towM^ which the ob- 
lique is made, and to see that the principles of 
the march a^e properly observed, and that the 
fdes do not crowd. 
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Abtiolb IV. 

To Mark Tiir^e, to March in Double Quick Time, 
and the Back Step. 

109. The company being in the direct march 
and in quick time, the instructor, to cause it to 
mark time, will command : 

1. Mark time. 2. Mabgh. 

110. To resume the march, he will command : 

1. Forward, 2. Maboh. 

111.. To cause the march in double quick time, 
the instructor will command : - 

1. Dovhle quick. 2. Maboh. 

112. The command march will be pronounced 
at the instant either foot is coming to the ground, 

113. To resume quick time, the instructor 
will command: 

. 1. Quick time, 2. Mabch. 

114. The command march will be pronounced 
at the instant either foot is coming to the ground. 

115. The company being at a halt, the in- 
structor may cause it to march in the back step; 
to this effect, he will command : 

1. Company hachward. 2. Mabok. 
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116. The back step will be executed accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed in the S. S., No. 
256^ but the use of it' being rare, the instructor 
will not cause more than fifteen or twenty steps 
to be taken in succession, and to that extent but 
seldom. 

117. The instructor ought not to exercise the 
company in marching in double quick time, till 
the men are well established in the length and 
swiftness of the pace in quick-lime ; he will then 
endeavor to render the march of one hundred 
and sixty-five steps in the minute equally easy 
and familiar, and also cause them to observe the 
same erectness of body and composure of mind, 
as if marching in quick time. 

118. When marching in double quick time, if 
a subdivision (in a column) has to change direc- 
tion by turning^ or has to form into line, the men 
will quicken the pace to one hundred and eighty 
steps in a minute. The same swiftness of step 
will be observed under all circumstances where 
great rapidity of movement is required. But, as 
ranks of men cannot march any length of time 
at so swift a rate, without breaking or confusion, 
this acceleration will not be considered a pre- 
scribed exercise, and accordingly companies or 
battalions will only be habitually exercised in 
the double quick time of one hundred and sixty- 
five steps in the minute. 
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Abtiole v. 
To march in retreat. 

119. The company being halted and correctly 
aligned, when the instmctor shall wish to cause 
it to march in retreat, he will command : 

1. Company, 2. About — Face. 

120. The company having faced to the rear, 
the instructor will place himself in front of the 
directing file, conforming to what is prescribed 
No. 84. 

121. The instructor, being correctly estab- 
lished on the prolongation of the directing file, 
will command : 

3. Company^ forwa/rd. 

122. Al this, the directing sergeant will con- 
form himself to what is prescribed IN'os. 86 and 
87, with this difference — he will place himself 
six paces in front of the line of file closers, now 
leading. . 

123. The covering sergeant will step into the 
line of file closers, opposite to his interval, and 
the captain will place himself in the rear rank, 
now become the front. 

124. This disposition being promptly made, 
the instniotor will command: 

4. Maboh. 
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125. At this, the directing sergeant, the cap- 
tain, and the men, will conform themselves to 
what is prescribed No. 89, and following. 

128. The instructor will cause to be executed, 
marching in retreat, all that is prescribed for 
marching in advance; the commands and the 
means of cxeeution will bo the same. When march- 
ing in open order, the captain will remain in the 
front, and the covering sergeant in the rear rank. 

127. The instructor having halted the com- 
pany, will, when he may wish, cause it to face to 
the fronts by the commands prescribed No. 119. 
The captain, the covering sergeant, and the direct- 
ing sergeant, will resume their habitual f)laces in 
line, the moment they shall have faced about. 

128. The company being in march by the front 
rank, if the instructor sliould wish it to march in 
retreat, ho will cause the right about to be ex- 
ecuted while marching; and to this effect will 
command : 

1. Company. 2. liight about, 3. March. 

129. At the third command^ the company will 
promptly face about, and recommence the march 
by the rear rank. -> 

130. The directing sergeant will face about 
with the company, and will move rapidly six 
paces in front of the file closers, and upon the 
prolongation of the guide. The instructor will 
place him in the proper direction by the means 
prescribed No. 104. The captain, the covering 
sergeant, and the men, will conform to the prin- 
oiples prescribed for the march in retreat. 

131. When the instructor wishes the company 
11* 
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to march by the front rank, he will give the same 
commands, and will regulate the direction of the 
march by the same means. 

132. The company being in march either by 
the front or rear rank, and if the instructor should 
wish to face it about without continuing the 
march, he will command : 

1. Company. 2. Rightabout, 3. Halt. 

133. At the command halt^ the company will 
face about, and the men will conform to what is 
prescribed in the 8» S,, N'o. 355. 

134. The instructor will cause to be executed 
in double quick time, all the movements pre- 
scribed in the 3d, 4th, 6th, and 6th lessons of this 
school, with the exception of the march back- 
wards, which will be executed only in quick time. 
He will give the same commands, observing to 
add double quick before the command march, 

135. When the pieces are carried on the right 
shoulder, in quick time, the distance between the 
ranks will be sixteen inches. Whenever, there- 
fore, the instructor brings the company from a 
shoulder to this position, the rear rank must 
shorten a little the first steps in order to gain the 
prescribed distance, and will lengthen the steps, 
on the contrary, in order to close up when the 
pieces are again brought to a shoulder. In march- 
ing in double quick time, the distance between 
the ranks will be twenty-six inches, and the 
pieces will be carried habitually on the right 
shoulder. 

138. Whenever a company Is halted, the men 
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will bring their pieces at once to a shonlder at the 
command hait. The rear rank will close to its 
proper distance. These rules are general. 



LESSON FOURTH. 

Article I. 
To march by the flank. 

137. The company being in line of battle, and 
at a halt, when the instructor shall wish to canse 
it to march by the right flank, he will com- 
mand: 

1. Company^ right — Face. 2. Forward, 
3. March. 

138. At the first command, the company will 
face to the right, the covering sergeant will place 
himself at the head of the front rank, the cap- 
tain having stepped out for the purpose, so far 
as to find himself by the side of the sergeant, 
and on his left ; the front rank will double, as 
is prescribed in the S, S.^ No. 363 ; the rear 
rank will, at the same time, side-step to the 
right one pace, and double in the same man- 
ner ; so that when the movement is completed, 
the files will be formed of four men aligned, and 
elbow to elbow. The intervals will be pre- 
served. 

139. The file closers will also move by side 
step to the right, so .that when the ranks are 
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formed, they will be two paces from the rear- 
most rank. 

140. At the command march^ the company 
will move off briskly in quick time ; the cover- 
ing sergeant at the head of the front rank, and 
the captain on his left, will march straight-for- 
ward. The men of each file will march abreast 
of their respective front rank men, heads direct 
to the front ; the file closers will march opposite 
their places in line of battle. 

141. The instructor will cause the principles 
of the march by the flanlc to be observed, in 
placing himself, pending the march, as prescribed 
in the S. S,, No. 868. 

142. The instructor will cause the march by 
the left flank to be executed by the same com- 
mands, substituting l^t for right ; the ranks will 
double, as has been prescribed in the S. S,^ No. 
865 ; the rear-rank will side-step to the left one 
pace before doubling. 

143. At the instant the company faces to the 
left, the left guide will place himself at the head 
of the front rank ; the captain will pass rapidly 
to the left, and place himself by the right side 
of this guide ; the covering sergeant will replace 
the captain in the front-rank, the moment the 
latter quits it to go to the left. 

Abtiolb II. 
To ohanfl:e direction by fil& 

144. The company being faced by the flank, 
and either in march, or at a halt, when the in- 

Digitized by Google 



\ 



SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY — ^LESSON IV. 129. 

structor shall wish to cause it to wheel by file, 
he will command : 

1. Byfile^ left {or right), 2. Mabch. 

145. At the command march^ the first file 
will wheel ; if to the side of the front-rank man, 
the latter will take care not to turn at once, but 
to describe a short arc of a circle, shortening a 
little the first five or six steps in order to give 
time to the fourth man of this file to conform 
himself to the movement. If the wheel be to 
the side of the rear rank, the front-rank man 
will wheel in the step of twenty-eight inches, 
and the fourth man wUl conform himself to the 
movement by describing a short arc of a circle, 
as has been explained. Each file will come to 

I wheel on the same ground where that which pre- 
ceded it wheeled. 

146. The instructor will see that the wheel be 
executed according to these principles, in order 
that the distance between the files may always 
be preserved, and that there be no check or hin- 
drance at tiie wheeling point 

Abticlb III. 

To halt the oompany marching by the flank, and 
to face it to the ftont. 

147. To effect these objects, the instructor 
will command : 

h Gompamy, 2. Halt. 8. Front. 
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148. The second and third commands will be 
executed as prescribed in the S, S.y Nos. 870 
and 871. As soon as the files have nndonbled, 
the rear rank will close to its proper distance. ■ 
The captain and covering sergeant, as well as 
the left guide, if the march be by the left flank, 
will return to their habitual places in line, 
at the instant the company faces to the 
front. 

149. The instructor may then align the com- 
pany by one of the means prescribed No. 100. 

Abtiole IV. 

The company beinc: in maroh hj the flank, to 
form it on the right (or left) by file into line 
of battle. 

150. If the company be marching by the 
right flaak, the instructor will command : 

1. On the right, hy file into Une. 2. Mabch. 

161. At the command march, the rear-ratik 
men doubled, will mark time; the captain and 
the covering sergeant will turn to the right, 
march straight-forward, and be halted by the in- 
structor when they shall have passed at least six 
paces beyond the rank of file closers; the 
captain will place himself correctly on the line 
of battle, and will direct the alignment as the 
men of the front rank successively arrive ; the 
covering sergeant will place himself behind the 
captain at the distance of the rear rank ; the two 
men on the right of the front rank doubled, will 
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continne to march, and passing beyond tlie cov- . 
ering sergeant and the captain, will tnm to the 
right ; after tnming, they will continne to march 
elbow to elbow, and direct themselves toward 
the line of battle, bnt when they shall arrive at 
two paces from this line, the even number will 
shorten the step so that the odd nnriiber may pre- 
cede him on the line, the odd number placing 
himself by the side and on the left of the cap- 
tain ; the even number will afterward oblique to 
the left, and place himself on the left of the odd 
number; thef next two men of the front rank 
•doubled, will pass in the same manner behind 
the two first, turn then to the right, and place 
themselves, according to the means just explain- 
ed, to the left, and by the side of, the two men 
already established on the line; the remaining 
files of this rank will follow in succession, and 
be formed to the left in the same manner. The 
rear rank doubled will execute the movement in 
the manner already explained for the front rank, 
taking care not to commence the movement until 
four men of the front rank are established on the 
line of battle ; the rear-rank men, as they arrive 
on the line, Tfill cover accurately their file 
leaders. 

152. If the company be marching by the left 
flank, the instructor will cause it to form by file 
on the left into line of battle, according to the 
same principles and by the same commands, sub- 
stituting the indication Irft for right. In this 
case, the odd jiumbers will shorten the step, so 
that the even numbers may precede them on the 
line. The captain, placed on the left of the 
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front rank, and the left guide, will return to 
their places in line of hattle, by order of the in- 
structor, after the company shall be formed and 
aligned. 

153. To enable the men the better to compre- 
hend the mechanism of this movement, the in- 
structor will at first cause it to be executed separ- 
ately by each rank doubled, and afterward by 
the two ranks united and doubled. 

154. The instructor will place himself on the 
line of battle, and without the point where the 
right or left is to rest, in order to establish the 
base of the alignment, and afterward he will 
follow up the movement to assure himself that 
each file conforms itself to what is prescribed 
N"o. 151. 

Aetiolb Y. 

The oompany being in march by the flank, to 
form it by company, or by platoon, into line, 
and to cause it to face to the riffht and left in 
Biarching. 

155. The company being in march by the right 
flank, the instructor will order the captain to 
form it into line ; the captain will immediately 
command: 1. By compcmy^ into line; 2. Maboh. 

158. At the command march^ the covering 
sergeant will continue to march straight-for- 
ward ; the men will advance the right shoulder, 
take the double quick step, and move into line, 
by the shortest route, taking care to undouble 
the files, and to come on the line one after the 
other. 
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157. As the front-rank men successively arrive 
in line with the covering sergeant, they will 
take from him the step, and then tarn their eyes 
to the front. 

158. The men of the rear rank will conform 
to the movements of their respective file leaders, 
but without endeavoring to arrive in line at the 
same time with the latter. 

159. If the company, marching either by the 
right or left flank, be faced about previous to 
forming line, the men will come into line by 
twos, and according to the means as above indi- 
cated, taking care to undouble files, the two front- 
rank men taking their places in the line at the 
same time, to be covered by their rear-rank men 
taking an oblique step. 

160. At the instant the movement begins, the 
captain will face to his company in order to fol- 
low up the execution ; and, as soon as the com- 
pany is formed, he will command, guide left^ 
place himself two paces before the centre, face to 
the front, and take the step of the company. 

161. At the command guide left, the second 
sergeant will promptly place himself in the front- 
rank, on the left, to serve as guide, and the cov- 
ering sergeant who is on the opposite flank will 
remain there. 

162. When the company marches by the* leftf 
flank, this movement will be executed by the 
same commands, and according to the same prin- 
ciples ; the company being formed, the captain 
will command guide right, and place himself in 
front of his company as above ; the covering ser- 
geant who is on the right of the front rank will 

Digitized by Google 



134 SCHOOL 07 THE COMPANY — ^LESSOlf IT. 

serve as guide, and the second sergeant placed on 
the left flank will remain there. 

163. Thus, in a column by company, right or 
left in front, the covering sergeant and the sec- 
ond sergeant of each company will always be 
placed on the right and left, respectively, of the 
front rank; they will be denominated right 
guide and left guide^ and the one or the other 
charged with the direction. 

164. The company being in march by the flank, 
if it be the wish of the instructor to cause it to 
form platoons, he will give an order to that effect 
to the captain, who will command : 

1. By platoouy into line. 2. Maboh. 

166. The movement will be executed by each 
platoon according to the above principles. The 
captain will place himself before the centre of 
the first platoon, and the first lieutendnt before 
the centre of the second, passing through the 
opening made in the centre of the company, if 
the march be by the right flank, and around the 
left of his platoon, if the march be by the left : 
in this last case, the captain will dso pass around 
the left of the second platoon, in order to place 
himself in front of the first. Both the captain 
and lieutenant, without waiting for each other, 
will command guide left (or right) at the instant 
their respective platoons are formed. 

166. At the command guide left (or right)y 
the guide of each platoon will pass rapidly to the 
indicated flank of the platoon, if not already 
there. 
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167. The right guide of the company will al- 
ways serve as the guide of thp right or left of the 
first platoon, and the left guide of the company 
will serve, in like manner, as the guide of the 
second platoon. 

168. Thus in a column, by platoon, there will 
be but one guide to each platoon ; he will always 
be placed on its left flank, if the right be in front, 
and on the right flank, if the left be in front. 

169. In these movements, the file closers will 
follow the platoons to which they are attached. 

170. The instructor may cause the company, 
marching by the^ flank, to form by company, or 
by platoon, into line, by his own direct com- 
mands, using those prescribed for the captain, 
No. 155 or 164. 

171. The instructor will exercise the company 
in passing, without a halt, from the march by the 
front, to the march by the flank, and reciprocally. 
In either case, he will employ the commands 
prescribed in the S. S,, No. 874, substituting 
companp for sqtiad. The company will face to 
the right or left, in marching, and the captain, 
the guides, and file-closers, will conform them- 
selves to what is prescribed for each in the march 
by the flank,, or in the march by the front of a 
company supposed to be a subdivision of a column. 

1V2. If, after facing to the right or left, in 
marching, the company find itself faced by the 
rear rank, the captain will place himself two paces 
behind the centre of the front rank, now in the 
rear, tiie guides will pass to the rear rank, now 
leading, and the file closers T&ill march in front 
of this rank. 

Digitized by Google 



136 SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY — LESSON V. 

173. The company being in march either by the 
front or flank, and if the instructor should wish to 
face it by a flank without continuing the march, 
it will be executed by the command^ and means 
prescribed in the S. S.y Nos. 379-80, substituting 
company for equad. 

' 174. The company marching in column by pla- 
toon, can be faced to the right or left, by tho 
commands, as above indicated. At the first com- 
mand, the chiefs of platoons and the guides, will 
go quickly to the indicated flank. At the com- 
mand march, each subdivision will face, and be 
led ofl^ in the new direction by its chief. If the 
right be in front, the subdivision can be filed to 
the left, immediately after being faced either to 
tJie right or left, by the command hy file Irft be- 
fore the command ma/rch. If the left be in front, 
the command will be ly file right before the 
command march, 

176. The instructor, in order to avoid fatiguing 
tiie men and to prevent them from being negli- 
gent in the position of shoulder arms, will»some- 
times order support arms in marching by the 
flank, and arms on the right shoulder,^ when 
marching in line. 

lesso:n^ fifth. 

Aetiole I. 

To break into oolumn by platoon, either at a 
halt or on march. 

176. The company being at a halt, in line of 
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battle, the instructor, wishing to break it into 
column, by platoon to the right, will command : 

1. By platoon^ right wheel, 2. March. 

177. At the first command, the chiefs of platoon 
will rapidly place themselves two paces before 
the centres of their respective platoons, the lien- 
tenant passing around the left of the company. 
They need not occupy themselves with dressing 
one upon the other. The covering sergeant will 
replace the captain in the front rank. 

178. At the command march^ the right front- 
rank man of each platoon will face to the right, 
the covering sergeant standing fast ; the chief of 
each platoon will move quickly by the shortest 
line, a little beyond the point at which the march- 
ing flank will rest when the wheel shall be com- 
pleted, face to the late rear, and place himself so 
that the line which he forms with the man on the 
right (who had faced), shall be perpendicular to 
that occupied by the company in line of battle ; 
each platoon will wheel according to the princi- 
oiples prescribed for the wheel on a fixed pivot, 
and when the man who conducts the marching 
flank shall approach near to the perpendicular, 
its chief will command : 

1. Platoon, 2. Halt. 

179. At the command halty which will be 
given at the instant the man who conducts the 
marching flank shall have arrived at three paces 
from the perpendicular, the platoon will halt ; the 
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covering sergeant will move to the point where 
the left of the first platoon is to rest, passing by 
the front rank ; the second sergeant will place 
himself, in like manner, in respect to the second 
.platoon. Each will take care to leave between 
I himself and the man on the right of his platoon, 
a space equal to its front ; the captain and first 
lieutenant will look to this, and each take care to 
align the sergeant between himself and the man 
of the platoon who had faced to the right. 

180. The guide of each platoon, being thus es- 
tablished on the perpendicular, each chief will 
place himself two paces outside of his guide, and, 
facing toward him, will command : 

3. Z^^— Dbkss. 

181. The alignment being ended, each chief of 
platoon will command, Tbont, and place himself 
two paces before its centre. 

182. The file closers will conform themselves 
to the movement of their respective platoons, 
preserving always the distance of two paces 
from the rear rank. . 

183. The company will break by platoon to 
, the left, according to the same principles. The 

'instructor will command : 

1. By platoon, left wheel. 2. Maboh. 

184. The first command will be executed in 
the same manner as if breaking by platoon to the 
right. 

186. At the command marehy the left front- 
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rank man of each platoon will face to the left, 
and the platoons wul wheel to the left, according 
to the principles prescribed for the wheel on a 
fixed pivot; the chiefs of platoon will conform to 
the principles indicated Nos. 178 and 179. 

186. At the command liaUy given by the chief 
of each platoon, the covering sergeant ^n the 
right of the front rank of the first platoon, and 
the second sergeant near the left of the second 
platoon, will each move to the points where the 
right of his platoon is to rest. The chief of each 
platoon shonld be careful to align the sergeant 
between himself and the man of the platoon who 
had faced to the left, and will then command : 

Bight — ^Dkkss. 

187. The platoons being aligned, each chief of 
platoon will command, Fbont, and place himself 
opposite its centre. 

188. The instructor wishing to break the com- 
pany by platoon to the right, and to move the 
colmnn forward after the wheel is completed, 
will caution the company to that effect, and 
command : 

1. By platoon^ right wheel, 2. Mabch. 

189. At the first command, the chiefs of pla- 
toon will move rapidly in front of their respective 
platoons, conforming to what has been prescribed 

' ^o, 177, and will remain in this position during 
the continuance of the wheel. The covering ser- 
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geant will replace the chief of the drst platoon 
in the front rank. 

190. At the command march^ the platoons will 
wheel to the right, conforming to the principles 
herein prescribed ; the man on the pivot will not 
face to the right, but will mark time, conforming 
himself to the movement of the marching flank ; 
and when the man who is on the left of this flank 
fihdl arrive near the perpendicular, the instructor 
will command : 

3. Forward, 4. Maech. 5. Guide left, 

19L At the fourth command, which will be 
given at the instant the wheel is completed, the 
platoons will move straight to the front, all the 
men taking the step of twenty-eight inches. The 
covering sergeant and the second sergeant will 
move rapidly to the left of their respective pla- 
toons, the former passing before the front rank. 
The leading guide will immediately take points 
on the ground in the direction which may be in- 
dicated to him by the instructor. 

192. At the fifth command, the men will take 
the touch of elbows lightly to the left. 

193. If the guide of the second platoon should 
lose his distance, or the line of disection, he will 
conform to the principles hereinafter prescribed, 
Nos. 207 and 208. 

194- If the company be marching in line to 
the front, the instructor will cause it to break by 
platoon to the right by the same commands. At 
the command march, the platoons will wheel in 
the manner already explained ; the man on tho 
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pivot will take care to mark time in his place, 
without advancing or receding ; the instructor, 
the chiefs of platoon, and the guides, will con- 
form to what has been prescribed Nos. 189, and 
following. 

195. The company may be broken by platoons 
to the left, according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means, the instructor giving the com- 
mands prescribed Nos. 188 and 190, substituting 
l^t for rights and reciprocally. 

196. The movements explained in !N"os. 188 
and 194 will only be executed after the company 
has become well established in the principles 
of the march in column, Articles Second and 
Third. 

BBMAKKS. 

197. The instructor, placed in front of the com- 
pany, will observe whether the movement be ex- 
ecuted according to the principles prescribed 
above ; whether the platoons, after breaking into 
column, are perpendicular to the line of battle 
just occupied ; and whether the guide, who placed 
himself where the marching flank of his pla- 
toon had to rest, has left, between himself and 
the front-rank man on the right (or left), the 
upaoe necessary to contain the front of the pla- 
toon. 

198. After the platoons have broken, if the 
rearmost guide should not accurately cover the 
leading one, he will not seek to correct his posi- 
tion, tm the column be put in march, unless the 
instraotor, wishing to wheel immediately into 
line, should think it necessary to rectify the di- 
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rection of the guides, which would be executed 
as will be hereinafter explained in Article V. 
of ttiis Lesson. 

199. The instructor will observe, that the man 
on the right (or left) of each platoon, who, at the 
command march^ faces to the right (or left) being 
the true pivot of the wheel, the front-rank man 
next t^o him ought to gain a little ground to the 
front in wheeling, so as to clear the pivot-man. 



Abtiolb II. 
To march in oolrmin. 

200. The company having broken by platoon, 
right (or left) in front, the instructor, wishing to 
cause the column to march, will place himself 
twenty-five or thirty paces in front, face to the 
guides, establish himself correctly, on their direc- 
tion, and caution the leading guide to take points 
on the ground. 

201. The instructor being thus placed, the 
guide of the leading platoon will take two points 
on the ground in the straight line passing between 
his own and the heels of the instructor. 

202. These dispositions being made, the iii- 
structor will step aside, and command : 

1^ Column^ forwa/rd, 2. Guide ^ (or Hghf). 
8. Maboh. 

203. At the command marchy promptly re- 
peated by the chiefs of platoon, they, as well as 
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the guides, will lead off, by a decided step, their 
respective platoons, in order that the whole may 
move smartly, and at the same moment. 

204. The men will each feel lightly the elbow 
of his neighbor toward the guide, and oonfornij 
himself, in marching, to the principles prescribed 
in the S, S., No. 836. The man next to the 
guide, in each platoon, will take care never to 
pass him, and also t6 march always about six 
inches to the right (or left) from hin^ in order 
not to push him out of the direction. 

205. The leading guide will observe, with the 
greatest precision, the length and cadence of the 
step, and maintain the direction of his march by 
the means prescribed No. 89. 

206. The following guide will march exactly 
iu the trace of the leading one, preserving be- 
tween the latter and himself a distance precisely 
equal to the front of his platoon, and marching 
in the same step with the leading guide. 

207. If the following guide lose his distance 
from the one leading (which can only happen by 
his own fault), he will correct himself by slightly 
lengthening or shortening a few steps, in#order 
that there may not be sudden quickenings or 
slackenings in the march of his platoon. 

208. If the same guide, having neglected to 
march exactly in the trace of the preceding one, 
find himself sensibly out of the direction, he will 
remedy this fault by advancing more or less the 
shoulder opposite to the true direction, and thus, 
in a few steps, insensibly regain it, without the 
inconvenience of the oblique step, which would 
cause a loss of distance. In all cases, each chief 
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of platoon will cause it to conform to the move- 
ments of its guide. 

SEMARK8 ON THE HASOH IN OOLITMN. 

209. If the chiefs and guides of subdivisiona 
neglect to lead off, and to decide the march from 
the first step, the march will be begun in uncer- 
tainty, which will cause waverings, a loss of 
gtep, and a loss of distance. 

210. If tbe leading guide take unequal steps, 
the march of his subdivision, and that which 
follows, will be uncertain; there will be un- 
dulations, quickenings, and slackenings in the 
march. 

211. If the same guide be not habituated to 
prolong a given direction, without deviation, he 
will describe a crooked line, and the column 
must wind to conform itself to such line. 

212. If the following guide be not habituated 
to march in the trace of the preceding one, he 
will lose his distance at every moment in endea- 
vors to regain the trace, the preservation of which 
is the most important principle in the march in 
column. 

213. The guide of each subdivision in column 
will be responsible for the direction, distance, and 
step ; the chief of the subdivision, for the order 
and conformity of his subdivision with the move- 
ments of the guide. Accordingly, the chief will 
frequently turn, in the march, to observe his 
gubdivision. 

214. The instructor, placed on the flank of the 
guides, will watch over thei execution of all the 
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principles prescribed; he will, also, sometimes 
place himself in the rear, align himself on the 
guides, and halt, pending some thirty paces to-^ 
gether, to verify the, accuracy of the guides. 

215. In column, chiefs of subdivision will al- 
ways repeat, with the greatest promptitude, the 
commands march and halt^ no chief waiting for 
another, but each repeating the command the 
moment he catches it from the instructor. They 
will repeat no other command given by him; 
but will explain, if necessary, to their subdivis- 
ions, in an under tone of voice, what they will 
have to execute, as indicated by the commands 
of oaation« 



Abtiole m. 
To change direction, 

216. The changes of direction of a column 
while marching, will be executed according to 
the principles prescribed for wheeling on the 
march. Whenever, therefore, a column is to 
change direction, the instructor will change the 
guide, if not already there, to the flank opposite 
the side to which the change is to be made. 

217. The column being in march right in front, 
if it be the wish of the instructor to change di- 
rection to the right, he will give the order to the 
chief of the first platoon, and immediately go 
himself, or send a^arker to the point at which 
the change of direction is to be made ; the in- 
structor, or marker, will place himself on the di- 
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rection of the guides, so as to present the breast 
to that flank of the column. 

218. The leading guide will direct his march 
on that person, so that, in passing, his left arm 
may just graze his breast. When the leading 
guide shall have approached near to the marker, i 
the chief of his platoon will command : 

1. Right wheel, 2. Maeoh. 

219. The first command will be given when the 
platoon is at the distance of four paces from the 
marker. 

220. At the command ma/rehy which will be 
pronounced at the instant the guide shall have 
arrived opposite the marker, the platoon will 
wheel to the right, conforming to what is pre- 
Bcribed in the 8, S,, No. 409. 

221. The wheel being finished, the chief of 
each platoon will command : 



8. Forward, 4. Maeoh. 

222. These commands will be pronounced and 
executed as is prescribed in the S, aSL, Nos. 411 
and 412. The guide of the first platoon will 
take points on the ground in the new dii*ection, 
in order the better to regulate the march. 

223. The second platoon will continue to 
march straight-forward till up with the marker, 
when it will wheel to the right, and retake the 
direct march by the same commands and the 
same means which governed the first platoon. 
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224. The columa being in march right in front, 
if the instructor should wish to change direction 
to the left, he will command, guide right. At 
this command, the two guides will move rapidly 
to the right of their respective platoons, each 
passing in front of his subdivision ; the men will 
take the touch of elbows to the right ; the in- 
structor will afterwards conform to what is pre- 
scribed No. 217. 

226. The change 'of direction to the left will 
then be executed according to the same principles 
as the change of direction to the right, but by 
inverse means. 

226. When the change of direction is com- 
pleted, the instructor will command, guide left. 

227. The changes of direction in a column, 
left in front, will be executed according to the 
same principles. 

228. In changes of direction in double quick 
time, the platoon will wheel according to the 
principles prescribed in the S. S.^ No. 417. 

229. In order, to prepare the men for those for- 
mations in line, which can be executed only by 
turning to the right or the left, the instructor 
will sometimes cause the column to change di- 
rection to the side of the guide. In this case, 
the chief of the leading platoon will command : 
Left (or right) turn, instead of left (or right) 
wheel. The subdivisions will each turn, in suc- 
cession ; conforming to what is prescribed in the 
S. S.y No. 415. The leading guide, as soon as 
he has turned, will take points on the ground, 
the better to regulate the direction of the march. 
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S30. It is highly important, in order to pre- 
serve distances and the direction, that all the snh* 
divisions of the column should change direction 
precisely at the point where the leading subdi- 
vision changed; it is for this reason that that 
point ought to be marked in advance, and that 
it is prescribed that the guides direct their march 
on the marker, also that each chief of subdivi- 
sion shall not cause the change to commence till 
the guide of his subdivision has grazed the breast 
of this marker. 

231. Each chief will take care that his subdi- 
vision arrives at the point of change in a square 
with the line of direction ; with this view, he 
will face to his subdivision when the one which 

Precedes has commenced to turn or to wheel, and 
6 will be watchful that it continues to march 
squarely until it arrives at the point where the 
change of direction is to commence. 

232. If» in changes of direction, the pivot of 
the subdivision which wheels should not clear the 
wheeling point, the next subdivision would bd 
arrested and distances lost ; for the guide who 
conducts the marching flank having to describe 
an arc, in length about once and a half the front 
of the subdivision, the second subdivision would 
be already up with the wheeling point, whilst 
tke first which wheels has yet the half of its 
front to execute, and hence would be obliged 
to mark time until that half be executed. It 
is therefore prescribed, that the pivot of each 
subdivision should take steps of nine or eleven 
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inches in length, according to the swiftness of the 
gait, in order not to arrest the march of the next 
snbdivision. The chiefs of subdivision will look 
well to the step of the pivot, and canse his step 
to be lengthened or shortened as may be judged 
necessary. By the nature of this movement, the 
centre of each subdivision will bend a little to 
the rear. 

233. The guides will never alter the length or 
the cadence of the step, whether the change of 
direction be to the side of the guide or to the op- 
posite side. 

234. The marker, placed at the wheeling point,, 
will always present his breast to the flank of the 
column. The instructor will take the greatest 
pains in causing the prescribed principles to be 
observed ; he will see that each subdivision only 
commences the change of direction when the 
guide, grazing the breast of the marker, has nearly 
passed him, and, that the marching flank does not 
describe the arc of too large a circle, in order that 
it may not be thrown beyond the new direction. 

235. In change of direction by wheel, the 
guide of the wheeling flank will cast his eyes over 
tiie ground at the moment of commencing the 
wheel, and will describe an arc of a circle whose 
radius is equal to the front of the subdivision. 

Aetiolb IY. 
To halt the oolumxL 

236. The column being in march, when the in- 
ttmctor shall wish to halt it, he will command ; 

13* 
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1. Colvann. 2. Halt. 

S37. At the second command, prompUj re- 
peated by the chiefs of platoon, the column wiD 
halt; tlie guides also will stand fast, although 
they may have lost both distance and direction. 

238. If the command halt^ be not repeated 
with the greatest vivacity, and executed at the 
same instant, distances will be lost. 

239. If a guide, having lost his distance, seek 
to recover it afber that command, he will only 
throw his fault on the following guide, who, if he 
have marched well, will no longer be at his prop- 
er distance; and if the latter regain what he has 
thus lost, the movement will be propagated to 
the rear of the column. 

Abtiolb V. 

Being in column by platoon, to form to the righl 
or lelt into line of battle, either at a halt, or on 
the march* 

240. The instructor having halted the colnnm, 
right in front, and wishing to form it into line of 
battle, will -place himself at platoon distance in 
front of the leading guide, face to him, and recti- 
fy, if necessary, 'the position of the guide beyond; 
which being executed, he will command : 

L^t — Dbess. 

' 241. At this command, which will not be re- 
peated by the chiefs of platoon, each of them will 
place himself briskly two paces outside of his 
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gnide, and direct the alignment of the platoon 
perpendicular to the direction of the column. 

242* £ach chief having aligned his platoon, 
will command Front, and return quickly to hia 
place in column. 

243. This disposition being made, the instmo- 
tor will command : 

1. Left into line^ wheel. 2. March. 

844. At the command mareh^ briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the front-rank man on 
the left of each platoon will face to the left, and 
place his breast lightly against the arm of the 
guide by his side, who stands fast ; the platoons 
will wheel to the left on the principle of wheels 
from a halt, and in conformity to what is prescrib- 
ed No. 199. Each chief will turn to his platoon - 
to observe its movement, and when the marching 
flank has approached near the line of battle, he 
will command : 

1. Platoon. 2. Halt. 

845. The command halt^ will be given when 
the inarching flank of the platoon is three paces 
from the line of battle. 

246. The chief of the second platoon, having 
lislted it, will return to his place as a file closer, 
passing around the left of his subdivision. 

247. The captain having halted the first pla- 
toon, will move rapidly to the point at which the 
nght of the company will rest in lice of battit, 
and command : 
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2i8. At this oommand, the two platoons will 
tlress up on the alignment; the front-rank man on 
the right of the leading platoon, who finds him- 
self opposite the instructor established on the di- 
rection of the guides, will place his breast lightly 
against the left arm of this officer. The captain 
will direct the alignment from the right on the 
man on the opposite flank of the company. 

249. The company being aligned, the captain 
will command : 

Fbont. 

260. The instrnctor seeing the company in Una 
of battle, will command : 

; ' Guides — Posts. * 

25L At this command, the covering serreant 
will cover the captain, and the left guide will re- 
turn to his place as a file closer. 

252. If the column be left in front, and the in- 
strnctor should wish to form it to the right into 
line of battle, he will place himself at platoon dis- 
tance in front of the leading guide, face to h\ni, 
and rectify, if necessary the position of the guide 
beyond; which being executed, he will .com- 
mand: 

1. Right into Une, toheel, 2. Kaboh. 

263. At the command mareh^ the front-rank 
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man on the ];igbt of each platoon will face to the 
right and place his breast lightly against the left 
arm of the guide by his side, who stands fast; 
each platoon will wheel to the right, and will be 
haltea by its chief, when the marching flank has 
approached near the line of battle ; for this par 
pose the chief of each platoon will command : 

1. Platoon, 2. Halt 

254. The command halt^ will \>e given when 
the marching flank of the platoon is three paces 
from the line of battle. The chief of the second 
platoon having halted his platoon, will resnme 
his place in the rank of file closers. 

266. The captain having halted the first pla- 
toon, will move briskly to the point at which the 
left of the company will rest, and command: 

Left — ^Dbkss. 

266. At this command, the two platoons will 
dress np on the alignment ; the man on the left 
of the second platoon, opposite the instrnctor, 
wHl place his breast lightly against the right arm 
of this officer, and the captain will direct the 
alignment from the left on the man on the oppo- 
site flank of the company. • 
' 267. The company being aligned, the captain 
will cohimand : 

Feont. 

258. The instrnctor will afterwards command: 
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Quidei — ^PosTS. 

269. At this command, the captain will move 
to the right of his company, the covering ser- 
geant will cover him, and the left guide will re- 
tarn to his place as a file clpser. 

260. 'The instractor may omit the command 
Irft or right dress, previous to commanding left 
or right into line, wheel, unless after rectifying 
the position of the guides, it should hecome nec- 
essary to dress the platoons, or one of them, lat- 
ex'dly to the right or left. 

261. The instructor, before the command ^ft 
(or right) into line^ wheel, will assure himself that 
the rearmost platoon is at its exact wheeling dis- 
tance from the one in front. This attention is im- 
portant, in order to detect negligence on the part 
of guides in this essential point. 

262. If the column be marching right in front, 
and the instructor should wish to form it into line 
without halting the column, he will give the com- 
mands prescribed No. 243, and move rapidly to 
platooti distance in front of the leading guide. 

263. At the command ma/rch, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the left guides will halt 
short, the instructor, the chiefs of platoon and the 
platoons, will conform to what is prescribed No. 
244 and following. 

264. If the column be in march left in f^nt, 
this formation will be made according to the 
same principles, and by inverse means. 

266. If the column be marching right in front| 
and the instructor should wish to form it into 
line without halting th^ column, and to march 
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the company in line to the front, he will com- 
mand: 

1. By platoons Irft wheel, 2. Mabch. 

266. At the command ma/rch, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the left guides will halt : 
the man next to the left guide in each platoon 
will mark time : the platoons will wheel to the 
left, conforming to the principles of the wheel on a 
fixed pivot. When the right of the platoons shall 
arrive near the line of battle, the instractor will 
command: 

S. Forward. 4, Mabch. 5. Guides right (or left), 

267. At the fourth command, given at the in- 
stant the wheel is completed, all the men of the 
company will move off together with the step of 
twenty -eight inches ; the captain, the chief of the 
second platoon, the covering sergeant, and the left 
gaide will take their positions as in line of battle. 

268. At tlie fifth command, which will be given 
immediately after the fourth, the captain and 
covering sef geant, if not already there, will move 
briskly to tlie.side on which the guide is design a- 

f tod. The non-commissioned officer charged with 
the direction will move rapidly in front of the 
guide, and will be assured in his line of march by 
the instructor, as is prescribed No. 104. That 
non-commissioned officer will immediately take 
points on the ground as indicated in the same 
number. The men will take the touch of elbows 
to the side of the guide, conforming themselves to 
the principles of the march in line. 
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269. The same principles are applicable to a 
oolamn left in front. 



LESSON SIXTH. 
Abtiole I. 

To break the company into platoons, and to i-e- 
form the company. 

TO BBEAK THE COMPANY INTO PLATOONS. 

270. The company raarcbing in the cadenced 
step, and supposed to make part of a colnmn, 
right in front, when the instructor shall wish to 
cause it to break by platoon, he will give the or- 
der to the captain, who will command: 1. Break 
into platoons^ and immediately place himself be- 
fore the centre of the first platoon. 

271. At the command break into platoons^ the 
first lieutenant will pass quickly around the left , 
to the centre of his platoon, and give the caution : 
Mark time, 

272. The captain will then command : 2. March. 
278. The first platoon will continue to march 

straight-forward; the covering sergeant will 
move rapidly to the left flank of this platoon 
(passing by the front rank) as soon as the flank 
shall be disengaged. 

274. At the command march^ given by the 
oaptain, the second platoon will begin to mark 
time; its chief will immediately add: 1. Right 
oblique; 2. March. The last command will be 
given so that this platoon may commence ob- 
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liqning the instant the rear rank of the first pla- 
toon shall have passed. The men will shorten 
the step in obliqaing, so that when the command 
forwa/rd march is given, the platoon may have 
its exact distance. 

276. The guide of the second platoon being 
near the direction of the guide of the first, the 
chief of the second will command Forward and 
add Maboh, the instant that the guide of his 
platoon shall cover the guide of the first. 

276. In a column, lellb in front, the company 
Vill break into platoons by inverse means, ap- 
plying to the first platoon all that has been pre- 
scribed for the second, and reciprocally. 

277. In this case, the left guide of the com- 
pany will shift to the right fiank of the second 
platoon, and the covering sergeant will remain 
on the right of the first. 

TO BK-FORM THB COMPANY. 

278. The column, by platoon, being in march, 
right in front, when the instructor shall wish to 
oaase it to form company, he will give the order 
to the captain, who will command : Form com- 
pony, 

279. Having given this command, the captain 
will immediately add: 1. First platoon] ^. Right 
oblique, 

280. The chief of the second platoon will cau- 
tion it to continue to march straight-forward. 

281. The captain will then command : 8. Maboh. 

282. At this command, repeated by the chief 
of the second, the first platoon will obliqne to 
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the right, in order to nnmask the second; the 
covering sergeant, on the left of the first platoon, 
will return to the right of the company, passing 
by the front rank. 

283. When the first platoon shall have nearly 
unmasked the second, the captain will command: 
1. Mark time^ and at the instant the unmasking 
shall be complete, he will add : 2. Maboh. The 
first platoon will then cease to obliqae, and mark 
time. , 

284. In the mean time the second platoon 
will have continued to march straight-forward, 
and when it shall be nearly up with the first, the 
captain will command Forward, and at the in- 
stant the two platoons shall unite, add March ; 
the first platoon will then cease to mark time. 

285. In a column, left in front, the same move- 
ment will be executed by inverse means, the 
chief of the second platoon giving the command 
Forward^ and the captain adding the command 
Maboh, when the platoons are united. 

286. The guide of the second platoon, pn its 
right, will pass to its left fiank the moment the 
platoon begins to oblique ; the guide of the first, 
on its right, remaining on that fiank of the pla- 
toon. 

287. The instructor will also sometimes cause 
pie company to break and re-form, by platoon, 
by his own direct commands. In this case, he 
will give the general commands prescribed for 
the captain above: 1. Break into piatoon$; 2. 
Maboh ; and 1. Form company ; 2. Mabch. 

288. If. in breaking the company into pla- 
toons, the subdivision that breaks off should 
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mark time too long, it might, in a colaran of 
many subdivisions, arrest the march of the follow- 
ing one, which would cause a lengthening of the 
column, and a loss of distances. 

289. In breaking into platoons, it is necessary 
that the platoons which oblique should not short- 
en the step too much, in order not to lose dis- 
tance in column, and not to arrest the march of 
the following subdivision. 

290. If a platoon obliques too far to a flank, it 
would be obliged to oblique again to the opposite 
flank, to regain the direction, and by the doubl© 
movement arrest, probably, the march of the 
following subdivision. 

29L The chiefs of those platoons which ob- 
lique will face to their platoons, in order to enforce 
the observance of the foregoing principles. 

292. When, in a column of several companiea, 
they break in succession, it is of the greatest im- 
portance that each company should continue to 
march in the same step, withont shortening or 
Blackening, whilst that which precedes breaks, 
although the following company should close up 
on the preceding one. This attention is essential 
to guard against an elongation of the column. 

293. Faults of but little moment, in a column 
of a few companies, would be serious inconve- 
niences in a general column of many battalions. 
Hence the instructor will give the greatest care 
in causing all the prescribed principles to be 
strictly observed. To this end, he will hold him- 
self on the directing flank, the better to observe 
all the movements. 

Digitized by Google 



160 SCHOOL OF THB OQMPANT — ^LESSON TI. 

\ 

Article IL 

Being in column, to break files to the rear, and 
to cause tnem to re-enter into line. 

294. The companj being in march, and sup- 
posed to constitute a subdivision of a colnran, 
right (or left) in front, when the instrnctor shall 
wish to canse files to break off, he will give ^he 
order to the captain, who will" immediately turn 
to his company, and command : 

1. Twofilesfrom left (or right) to rear, 2. Maboh. 

296. At the command mareh^ the two files on 
the left (or right) of the company will face to the 
right (or left) and donble^the others will con- 
tinue to march straight-forward. If the files are 
broken from the left the men will immediately 
file to the left, so that the odd numbers wiU 
cover the first and third, and the even numbers, 
the second and fourth files, from that flank of the 
company. If the files are broken from the right, 
the men will immediately file to the right so that 
the even numbers will cover the first and third, 
and the odd numbers, the second and fourth files 
from that flank of the company. The men will 
be careful not to lose their distances and to keep 
aligned. 

296. If the instructor should still wish to 
break two files firom the same side, he will give 
the order to th^ captain, who will proceed as 
above directed. 

897. At the command mareh^ given by the 
captain, the files already broken, advancing a 
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little the onter shoulder, will gain the space 
of two files to the right, if the files are brokeo 
from th^left, and to the left, if the files are bro- 
ken from the right, shortening, at the same time, 
the step, in order to make room between them- 
selves and the rear-rank of the company for the 
files last ordered to the rear ; the latter will break 
bj the same commands, and in the same manner 
as the first. The men who double, should increase 
the length of the step, in order to prevent dis> 
tances from being lost. 

298. The instructor may thus diminish the . 
front of a company by breaking off successive 
groups of two files, but the new files must always 
be broken from the same side. 

299. The instructor, wishing to cause files bro- 
ken off to return into line,' will give the order to 
the captain, who will immediately command : 

1. Two files into line. 2. Makoh. 

300. At the command march^ the first two 
files of those marching by the fiank will return 
briskly into (line, and the others will gain the 
space of two files by advancing the inner shoul- 
der toward the fiank to which they belong. 

301. The captain will turn to his company, to 
watch the observance of the principles which 
have just been prescribed. 

302. The instructor having caused groups of 
two files to break one after another, and to ro- 
tom again into line, will afterward cause two 
or three groups to break together, and for lij^ 

will command: Four or six filea from, \ 
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^ft (or right) to rear ; Maboh. The files desig- 
nated will face to the right (or left) and% double, 
and will then immediately file into their proper 
places as indicated No. 296, tiddng care that the 
distances are preserved. 

803. The instructor will next order the cap- 
tain to cause two or three groups to be brought 
into line at once, who, turning to the company, 
will command : ^ 

Four or sixjiles into line — ^Maboh. 

304. At the command march, the files desig- 
nated will advance the inner shoulder, move up 
and form on the flank of the company by the 
shortest lines. 

305. As often as files shall break off to the 
rear, the guide on that flank will gradually close 
on the nearest front-rank man remaining hi line, 
and he will also open out to make room for files 
ordered into line. 

306. The files which march in the rear are 
disposed in the following order : thei left files as 
if the company was marching by the right flank, 
and the right files as if the company was march- 
ing by the left flank. Consequently, whenever 
there is on the right or left of a subdivision, a 
file which does not belong to a group, it will be 
broken singly. 

307. It is necessary to the preservation of dis- 
tances in column, that the men should be habito- 
flll^ in the schools of detail to execute the move- 
ments of this article with precision. 
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308. If the new files broken to the rear do 
not step well off when filing to the left or right; 
il^ when files are ordered into line, they do not 
move np with promplitade and precision, in 
either case, the following files will be arrested in 
their march, and thereby canse the colnnin to be 
lengthened ont. 

309. The instractor will place himself on the 
flank from which the files are broken, to assure 
himself of ihe exact observance of the princi- 
ples. 

310. Files will only be broken off from the 
side of direction, in order that the whole com- 
pany may easily pass from the front to the flank 
march. 

Abtiole m. 

To march the oolumn in route and to exeeate 
the movements incident thereta 

311. The swiftness of the route step will be 
one hundred and ten steps in a minute; this 
swiftness will be habitually maintained in col- 
umns in rotite, when the roads and ground may 
permit 

312. The company being at a halt, and sup- 
posed to constitute a subdivision of a column, 
when the instructor shall wish to cause it to ■ 
march in the route siep, he will command : 

1. Column!, forward. 2. Ouide^ left (or right,) 
8. Route step. 4. Maboh. 

313. At the command mareh^ repeated by the 
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<>aptain, the two ranks will step off together ; the 
rear rank will take in marching, by shortening a 
few steps, a distance of one pace (twenty-eight 
inches) from the rank preceding, which distance 
will be computed from the breasts of the men in 
the rear rank, to -the knapsacks of the men in 
the front rank. The men, without farther com- 
mand, will immediately carry their arms at willy 
as indicated in the 8. S,, No. 228, or they may 
sling them on their backs muzzle up. They will 
no longer be required to march in the cadence 
pace, or with the same foot, or to remain silent. 
The files will maixh at ease ; but care will be 
taken to prevent the ranks from intermixing, the 
front rank from getting in advance of the guide, 
and the rear rank from opening to too great a 
distance. 

314. The company marching in the route step, 
the instructor will cause it to change direction, 
which will be executed without formal com- 
mands, on a simple caution from the captain ; 
the rear rank will come up to change direction 
in the same manner as the front rank. Each 
rank will conform itself, although in the route 
step, to the principles which have been pre- 
scribed for the change in closed ranks, with this 
difference only ; that the pivot man, instead of 
taking steps of nine, will take steps of fourteen 
inches^ in order to clear the wheeling point. 

315. The company marching in the route step, 
to cause it to "pass to the cadence step, the in- 
structor will first order pieces to be brought to 
the right shoulder, and then command : 
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1. Quick time, 2. Maboh. 

316. At the command mdrehy the men will re- 
same the cadenced step, and will close so as to 
leaye a distance of sixteen inches hetween each 
rank. 

317. The company marching in the cadenced 
pace, the instructor, to cause it to .take the route 
step, will conunand : 

1. Boute step. 2. Mabch. 

318. At the command march^ the front rank 
will continue the step of 'twenty-eight inches, the 
rear rank will take, by gradually shortening the 
step, the distance .of twenty-eight inches from 
the front rank ; the men will carry their arms at 
will 

319. If the company be marching in the routie 
step, and the instructor should suppose the neces- 
sity of marching by the flank in the same direc- 
tion, he will command : 

1. Company hy the right (or left) flank. 2. By 
file left (or right.) 8. Mabch. 

880. At the command mareh^ the company 
will face to the right (or left) in marching, the cap- 
tain will place himself by the side of the guide 
who conducts the leading flank : this guide will 
wheel immediately to the left or right ; all the 
flies will come in succession to wheel on the same 
spot as the guide ; if there be files broken off to 
the rear, they will, by wheeling, regain their re- 
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speotiye places, and follow the moyement of the 
oompany. 

321. The instniotor havm^ caused the oom- 
pany to be again fo^nned into hne, will exercise 
It in increasing and diminishing front, by platoon, 
which will be executed by the same commands, 
and the same means, as if the company were 
marching in the cadenced step. When the com- 
pany breaks into platoons, the chief of each will 
move to the flank of his platoon, and will take 
the place of the guide, who will step back into 
the rear rank. 

322. The company being in column, by pla- 
toon, and supposed to march in the route step, 
the instructor can cause the front to be dimin- 
ished and increased, by section, if the platoons 
have a front of twelve files or more. 

323. The movements of diminishing and in* 
creasing front, by section, will be executed ac- 
cording to the principles indicated for the same 
movements by platoon. The right sections of 
platoons will be commanded by the captain and 
first lieutenant, respectively ; the left sections, by 
the two next subalterns in rank, or, in their ab- 
sence, by sergeants. 

324. The instructor wishing to diminish by 
section, will give the order to the captain, who 
will command : 

1. Breah into sections, 2. Mabob. 

326. As soon as the platoons shall be broken, 
each chief of section will place himself on its 
directing flank in the front rank, the guides, who 
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will be thus displax^ed, will fall back into the rear- 
rank : the file closers will close np to within one 
pace of this rank. 

826. Platoons will be broken into sections 
only in the column in route, the movement will 
never be executed in the manoeuvres, whatever 
may be the front of the company. 

327. When the instructor^hall wish to re-form 
platoons, he will give the order to the captain, 
who will command : 

1. Form platoons. 2. Maboh. 

328. At the first command, each chief of sec- 
tion will place himself before its centre, and the 
guides will pass into the front rank. At the 
command inarch, the movement will be executed 
as has been prescribed for forming company. 
The moment the platoons are formed, the chiefs 
of the left sections will return to their places as 
file closers. 

329. The instructor will also cause to be exe- 
cuted the diminishing and increasing front by 
files, as prescribed in the preceding article, and 
in the same manner, as if marching in the ca- 
denced step. Wheil the company is broken iiito 
sections, the subdivisions must not be reduced to a 
front of less than six files, not counting the chief 
of the section. 

330. The company being broken by platoon, 
or by section, the instructor will cause it, march- 
ing in the route step, to march by the fiank in 
the same direction, by the commands and the 
means indicated, Nos. 319 and 320. The mo> 
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ment the Bubdivisions shall face to the right (or 
left), the first file of each will wheel to the left 
(or right), in marching, to prolong the direction, 
and to nnite with the rear file of the subdivision 
immediatelj preceding. The file closers will take 
their habitual places in the march by the flank, 
before the union of the subdivisions. 

331. If the company be marching by the right 
flank, and the instructor should wish to undoubl« 
the files, which might sometimes be found neces- 
sary, he will inform the captain, who, after caus- 
ing the cadenced step to be resumed, and arms 
to be shouldered or supported, will command : 

1. In two ranhSj undouble Jilea. 2. Makoh. 

332. At the second command, the odd num- 
bers will continue to march straight-forward, the 
even numbers will shorten the step, and obliquing 
to the left, will place themselves promptly behind 
the odd numbers : the rear rank will gain a step 
to the left so as to retake the touch of elbows 
on the side of the front rank. 

333. If the company be marching by the left 
flank, it will be the even numbers who will con- 
tinue to march forward, and the odd number** 
who will undouble. 

334. If it be found necessary, from the narrow- 
ness of the way or other cause, to reduce the 
front still further, the captain, on an intimation 
from the instructor, will command : 

1. In one ranJe^ undouble Jiles. 2. Maboh. 
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33ft. At the command marehy the right or left 
guide, with the leading front-rank man, will con- 
tinne the march, the rear-rank man stepping in 
jear of his file-leader as soon as he is able to 
pass ; the other files marking time. The second 
file, and successively all the other files, will step 
off as soon as snfiScient distance is gained, the 
front-rank man of each file following imme- 
diately the rear-rank man of the file next in front 
of him, and each rear-rank man taking his place 
as above indicated. 

336. If the instructor wishes to double files, 
he will so indicate to the captain, who will com- 
mand: 

1. In two ranJo8^ double files, 2. Maboh. 

337. At the command ma/rehy the rear-rank 
men will take a side step to the right (or left), 
and eachH*ank will close up on its leading file. 

338. If the instructor should wish again to 
double the files^ he will give the order to the 
captain, who will command : 

1. In four ranJss, double files, 2-. Maboh. 

339. At the command wwwcA, the files will 
double in the manner as explained, when the com- 
pany faces by the right or the left flank. The in- 
structor will afterward cause the route step to 
be resumed. ^ 

340. The various movements prescribed in this 
lesson may be executed in double quick time. 
The men will be brought, by degrees, to pass 

15 
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o7er at this gait about eleven hundred yards in 
seven minutes. 

341. When the company marching in the route 
step shall halt, the rear rank will close up at the 
command halt^ and the whole will shoulder arms. 

342. Marching in the route step, the men will 
be permitted to carry their pieces in the manner 
they shall find most convenient, paying attention 
only to 'holding the muzzles up, so as to avoid 
accidents. 

Aktiole IV. 
OoTintermaroli. 

343. The company being at a halt, and sup- 
posed to constitute part of a column, right in 
front, when the instructor shall wish to cause it 
to countermarch, he will command : 

1. Gauntei'mareh, 2. Company ^ right — ^Face. 
3. By file left. 4. Maboh. 

344. At the second command, the company 
will face to the right, the two guides to the right 
about ; the captain will go to the right of his 
company and cause two files to break to the rear, 
and then place himself by the side of the fr6nt- 
rank man, to conduct him. 

345. At the command morc^, both guides will 
stand fast ; the company will step off smartly ; 
the first file, conducted by the captain, will wheel 
aronnd the right guide, and direct its march 
along the front rank so as to arrive behind, and 
two* paces from the left guide ; each file will 
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eome in saoo^sdon to wheel on the same ground 
around the right guide ; the leading file having 
arriyed at a point opposite U> the left guide, the 
captain will command : 

1. Company. 2. Halt. 8. Fbont. 4. Bight — 
Dbess. 

346. The first command will be given Bi/attr 
paces from the point where the leading file is to 
rest. - 

347. At the second command, the company 
will halt. 

848. At the third, it will face to the front. 

349. At the fourth, the company will dress by 
the right ; the captain will step two paces out- 
side of the left guide, now on the right, and di- 
rect the alignment, so that the front rank may be 
enclosed between the two guides : the company 
being aligned, he will command Fbont, and place 
himself before the centre of the company as if in 
column ; the guides, passing along the front rank, 
will shift to their proper places, on the right and 
left of that rank. 

350. In a column, by platoon, the counter- 
march will be executed by the same commands, 
and according to the same principles ; the guide 
of each platoon will face about, and its chief will 
place himself by the side of the file on the right, 
to conduct it. 

351. In a column, left in front, the counter- 
march will be executed by inverse Commands 
and means, but according to the. same principles. 
Thus, the movement will be made by the right 
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flank of subdivisions, if the right be in front, and 
by the left flank, if the left be in front ; in both 
cases the subdivisions will wheel bj file to the 
side of the front rank. 

Aktiolb V. 

Being in column by platoon, to form on the 
right (or left) into line of battle. 

352. The column bj platoon, right in front, 
being in march, the instructor, wishing to form it 
on the right into line of battle, will command : 

1. On the right into line, 2. Guide right. 

353. At the second command, the guide of 
each platoon will shift quickly to its right flank, 
and the men will touch elbows to the right ; the 
column wjll continue to march straight-forward. 

354. The instructor having given the second 
command, will move briskly to the point at 
which the right of 'the company ought to rest in 
line, and place himself facing the point of direc- 

stion to the left which he will choose. 

355. The line of battle onght to be so chosen 
that the guide of each platoon, after having 
turned to the right, may have, at least, ten pace« 
to take before arriving upon that line. 

356. The head of the column being nearly op- 
posite to the instructor, the chief of the first pla- 
toon will command ; 1. Right turn ; and when 
exactly opposite to that point, he will add: 

2. Maboh. 
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857. At the command marchy the first platoon 
will turn to the right, in conformity with the 
principles prescribed in the S. 8,^ Ko. 415. Its 
guide will so direct his march as to bring the 
front-rank man, next on his left, opposite to the 
instructor ; the chief of the platoon will march 
before its centre ; and when its guide shall be 
near the line of battle he will (jommand; 

1. Platoon. 2. Halt. 

858 At the command Jialt, which will be 
given at the instant the right of the platoon shall 
arrive at the distance of three paces from the 
line of battle, the platoon will halt; the files, not 
vet in line, will come up promptly. The guide 
will place himself on the line of battle, opposite 
to one of the three left files of his platoon ; he will 
face to the instructor, who will align him on the 
point of direction to the left. The chief of pla- 
toon having, at the same time, gone to the point 
where the right of the company is to rest, will, as 
soon as he sees all the files of the platoon in line, 
oommand: 

Bight-^DBxaa. 

359 • At this, the first platoon will align itself; 
the front-rank man, who finds himself opposite to 
the guide, will rest his breast lightly against the 
right arm of this guide, and the chief of the pla- 
toon, from the right, will direct the alignment on 
this man. ' , 

360. The second platoon will continue to march 
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straight-forward, until its gnide shall arrive op- 
posite to the left file of the first; it will then 
tnrn to the right at the command of its chie^ 
and march toward the line of battle, its gnide 
directing himself on the left file of the first pla- 
toon. 

361. The gnide having arrived at the distance 
of three paces from the line of battle, this platoon 
will be halted, as prescribed for the first ; at the 
instant it halts, its guide will spring on the line 
of battle, opposite to one of the three left files of 
his platoon, and will be assured in his position bj 
the instructor. 
' 362. The chief of the second platoon, seeing all 
its files in line, and its guide established on the 
direction, will command : 

Eight — Dress. 

363. Having given this command, he will re- 
turn to his place as a file closer, passing around 
the left ; the second platoon will dress up on the 
alignment of the first, and, when established, the 
captain will command : 

Front. 

364. The movement ended, the instruotoV will 
command: 

Guide»—'PovrB. 

365. At this command, the two goides will re- 
turn to their places in line of battle. 
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S66« A column, by platoon, left in front, will 
form on the left into line of battle, according to 
the same principles, and, by inirerse means, ap- 
plying to the second platoon what is prescribed 
for the first, and reciprocally. The chief of the 
second platoon having aligned it, from the point 
ePappui, (the left,) will retire to his plaoo as a 
file closer. The captain having halted the first 
platoon three paces behind the line of battle, will 
go to the same point to align this platoon, and 
then command: Fbont. At the command, 
guide8'--posta, given by the instrnctor, the captain 
will shift to his proper flank, and the gnides take 
their places in the line of battle. 

367. When the companies of a regiment are to 
be exercised, at the same time, in the school of 
the company, the colonel will indicate the lesson 
or lessons they are severally to execute. The 
whole will commence by a signal, and terminate 
in like manner: 

FOBMATION OF A COMPANY FROM TWO BANKS INTO 
SINOLB BANE, AND BBOIPBOOALLY. 

368. The company being formed into two 
ranks in the manner indicated No. 15, Title I., 
and supposed to make part of a column, right or 
left in front, when the instructor etoall wish to 
form it into single rank, he will command: 

1. In one ranifc, fomi eompcmy. 2. Maboh. 

369. At the first command the right guide will 
face to the right 
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370. At the command march ^ the right guide 
will step off and march in the prolongation of the 
front rank. 

371. The first file will step off at the same time 
with the guide ; the front-rank man will turn to 
the right at the first step, follow the guide, and 
be himself followed by the rear-rank man of his 
file, who will come to turn on the same spot 
where he had turned. The second file, and suc- 
cessively, all the other files, will step off as has 
been prescribed for the first, the front-rank man 
of each file following immediately the rear-rank 
man of the file next on his right. The captain 
will superintend the movement, and wlien the 
last man shall have stepped off, he will halt the 
company, and face it to the front. 

372. The file closers will take their places in 
line of battle, two pAcfes in rear of the rank. 

873. The company being in single rank, when 
the instructor shall wish to form it into two 
ranks, he will command : 

1. In two ranlcs^ form company, 2. Company^ 
right — ^Faoe. 3. Maeoh. 

874. At the second comm'and the company will 
face to the right ; the right guide and the man on 
the right will remain faced to the front. 

376. At the command march^ the men who 
have faced to the right, will step off, and form files 
in the following manner : the second man in-the 
rank will place himself behind the first to form 
the first file ; the third will place himself by the 
side of the first ia the front rank : the fourth be- 
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bind the third Iq the rear rank. All the others 
will, in like inanner, place themselves, alternate- 
ly, in the front and rear rank, and will thus form 
files of two men, on the left of those already 
formed. 

876. The formations above described will be 
habitually executed by the right of companies ; 
but when the instructor shall wish to have them 
executed by the left, he will face the company 
ctbout^ and post the guides in the rear rank. 

377, The formation will then be executed by 
the same commands, and according to the same 
principles as by the front rank ; the movement 
commencing with the left file, now become the 
right, and in each file by the rear-rank man, now 
become the front ; the left guide will conform to 
what has been prescribed for the right. 

878. The formation ended, the instructor will 
face the company to its proper front. 

379. When a battalion in line has to execute 
either of the formations above described, the 
colonel will cause it to break to the rear by the 
right or loft of companies, and will then give the 
commands just prescribed for the instructor. 
Each company will execute the movement as if 
acting singly. 

TOBMATION OP A OOMPAlTr FBOM TWO BANKS INTO 
FOUE, AND BEOIPKOOALLY, AT A HALT, AND IN 
MABCH. 



The company being formed in two ranks, 
At a halt, and supposed to form part of a column 
right in front, when the instructor shall wish to 
form it into four ranks, he will command: 
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1. In four ranks, form eompanp. 2. Oompanff 
le/t--F Aoz. 8. Maboh (or double quiek-^ 
Makch). 

381. At the second command, the left gnide 
will remain faced to the front, the company will 
face to the left ; the rear rank will gain the dis- 
tance of one pace from the front rank by a side 
step to the left and rear, and the men will form 
into four ranks as •prescribed in Nos. 138 and 
142. 

382. At the command march, the first file of 
four men will reface to the front without un- 
doubling. All the other files of four will step 
off, and closing successively to about five inches 
of the preceding file, will halt, and immediately 
face to the front, the men remaining doubled. 

383. The file closers will take their new places 
in line of battle, at two paces in rear of the 
fourth rank. 

384. The captain will superintend the move- 
ment. 

386. The company being in four ranks, when 
the instructor shall wish to form it into two 
ranks, he will command : 

1. In two ranks, form company, 2. Company 
right— Faoh. 3. Maboh (or doiible quick---' 
Maboh). 

386. At the second command the left gaido 
will stand fast, the company will face to the right. 

387. At the command march, the ri^ht guide 
will step off and march in the prolongation of the 
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front rank. The leading file of fonr men will 
step off at the same time, the other files standing 
fast ; the second file will step off when there shall 
be, between it and the first, space sufficient to 
form into two ranks. The following files will ex- 
ecute successively what has been prescribed for 
the second. As soon as the last file shall have 
its distance, the instructor will command : 

1. Company. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

388. At the commmd/ront, the company will 
face to the front and the files will undouble. 

389. The company being formed in two ranks, 
and marching to the front, when the instructor 
shall wish to form it into fonr ranks, he will com- 
mand: 

1. In/aur ranks^/orm company, 2. By the Z^, 
double files, 3. Maboh (or double quick — 
Maboh). 

390. At the command march^ the left guide 
and the left file of the company will continue to 
march straight to the front : the company will 
make a half face to the left, the odd numbers pla- 
ing themselves behind the even numbers. The 
even numbers of the rear rank will shorten their 
steps a little, to permit the odd numbers of the 
front rank to get between them and the even 
numbers of that rank. The files thus formed of 
fours, except the left file, will continue to march 
obliquely, lengthening their steps slightly, so as 
to keep constantly abreast of the guide ; each file 
will close successively on the file next on its left, 
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and when at the proper distance from that file, 
will face to the front by a half face to the right, 
and take the touch of elbows to the left. 

391. The company being in march to the front 
in four ranks, when the instructor shall wish to 
form it into two ranks, he will command : 

1. In two ranlcs^ form company, 2. Bytheri^ht, 
undouble files. 3. Maboh (or double quieh — 
March). 

392. At the command mareh^ the left guide 
and the left file of the company will continue to 
march straight to the front ; the company will 
make^ a half face to the right, and march ob- 
liquely, lengthening the step a little, in order to 
keep, as near as possible, abreast of the guide. 
As soon as the second file from the left shall have 
gained to the right the interval necessary for the 
left file to form into two ranks, the second file 
will face to the front by a half face to the left, 
and marcli straight-forward ; the left file will im- 
mediately form into two ranks, and take the 
touch of elbows to the left. Each file will exe- 
cute successively, what has just been prescribed 
for the file next to the left, and each file will 
form into two ranks when the file next on its 
right has obliqued the required distance, and 
faced to the front. 

393. If the company be supposed to make part 
of a column, left in front, these different move- 
ments will be executed according to the same 
principles, and by inverse means, substituting the 
mdioation l^ for right. 
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TIT3L.E IV. 



rN'STBUCTION FOB 8EXBMISHEBS. 

General Pfinoiples and Division of the Instruc- 
tion, 

1. The movements of skirmishers should be 
subjected to such rules as will give to the com- 
mander the means of moving them in any direc- 
tion with the greatest promptitude. 

2. It is hot expected that these movements 
should be executed with the same precision as in 
closed ranks, nor is it desirable, as such exact- 
ness would materially interfere with their prompt 
execution. 

3. When skirmishers are thrown out to dear 
the way for, and to protect the advance of, 
the main corps, their movements should be so 
regulated by this corps, as to keep it constantly 
covered. 

4. Every body of skirmishers should have a 
reserve, the strength and composition of which 
will vary according to circumstances. 

5. If the body thrown out be within sustain- 
ing distance of the main corps, a very small re- 
serve will be sufficient for each company, whose 
duty it shall be to fill. vacant places, furnish the 
Tine with cartridges, relieve the fatigued, and 
serve as a rdlying point for the skirmishers. 

6. If the main corps be at a considerable dis- 
tance, besides the company reserves, another re- 
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serre will be required, composed of entire com- 
panies, which will be employed to sustain and 
reinforce such parts of the line as may be warmly 
attacked ; this reserve should be strong enough 
to relieve at least half the companies deployed as 
skirmishers. 

7. The reserves should be placed behind the 
centre of the line of skirmishers, the company 
reserves at one hundred and fifty, and the prin- 
cipal reserve at four hundred paces. This rule, 
however, is not invariable. The reserves, while 
holding themselves within sustaining distance of 
the line, should be, b3 much as possible, in posi- 
tion to afford each other mutual protection, and 
must carefully profit by any accidents of the 
ground to conceal themselves from the view of 
the enemy, and to shelter themselves from his 
fire. 

8. The movements of skirmishers will be exe- 
cuted in quick, or double quick time. The run 
will be resorted to only in cases of urgent neces- 
sity. 

9. Skirmishers will be permitted to carry their 
pieces in the manner most convenient to them. 

10. The movements will be habitually indica- 
ted by the sounds of the bugle. 

11. The ofiicers, and, if necessary, the non^ 
commissioned officers, will repeat, and cause the 
commands to be executed, as soon as they are 
given ; but to avoid mistakes, when the signals 
are employed, they will wait until the last bugle 
note is sounded before commencing the move- 
ment. 

12. ' When skirmishers are ordered to move rap- 
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idly, the officers and non-commissioned officers 
wiU see that the men economize their strength, 
keep cool, and profit hy all the advantages which 
the ground may offer for cover. It is only by 
this continual watchfiilness on the part of all 
grades, that a line of skirmishers can attain success. 
13. This instruction will be divided into five 
articles, and subdivided as follows : 

Abtiole I. 

1. To deploy forward. 

2. To deploy by the fiank. 

3. To extend intervals. 

4. To close intervals. 

6.. To relieve skirmishers. 

Abticlb II. 

1. To advance in line. 

2. To retreat in line. 

8. To change direction. 
4. To march by the fiank. 

Abticle III. 

1. To fire at a halt. 

2. To fire marching. 

Abticlb IV. 

1. The rally. 

2. To form column to march in any direction. 
8. The assembly. 
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Abtiolb V^ 

1. To deploy a battalion as Bkirniishers. 

2. To rally the battalion deployed as skir- 
mishers. 

14. In the first fonr articles, it is supposed 
that the movements are executed by a company 
deployed as skirmishers, on a front equal to that 
of the battalion in order of battle. In the fifth 
article, it is supposed that each company of the 
battalion, being deployed as skirmishers, occupies 
a front of one hundred paces. From these two 
examples, rules may be deduced for all cases, 
whatever may be the numerical strength of the 
skirmishers, and the extent of ground they, ought 
to occupy. 

ARTICLE I. 

DEPLOYMENTS. 

16. A company may be deployed as skirmish- 
ers in two ways ; forward, and by the flank. 

16. The deployment forward will be adopted 
when the company is behind the line on which it 
is to be established as skirmishers : it will be de- 
ployed by the flank, when it finds itself already on 
that line. 

17. Whenever a company is to be deployed as 
skirmishers, it will be divided into two platoons, 
and each platoon will be subdivided into two sec- 
tions ; the comrades in battle, forming groups of 
four men, will be careful to know and to sastain 
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eaeh other. The captain will assure himself that 
the files in the centre of each platoon and section 
are designated. 

18. A company may be deployed as skirmishers 
on its right, left, or centre file, or on any other 
named file whatsoever. In this manner, skir- 
mishers may be thrown forward with the greatest 
possible rapidity on any gronnd they may be re- 
quired to occupy. 

19. A chain of skirmishers ought generally to 
preserve their alignment, but no advantages which 
the ground may present should be sacrificed to 
attain this regnlarii:y. 

20. The interval between skirmishers depends 
on the extent of ground to be covered; but in 
general, it is not proper that the groups of four 
men should be removed more than forty paces 
from each other. The habitual distance between 
men of the same group in open grounds will be 
five paces ; in no case will they lose sight of each 
other. 

2L The front to be occupied to cover a bat- 
talion comprehends its front and the half of each 
interval which separates it from the battalion on 
its right and left. If a line, whose wings are not 
supported, should be covered by skirmishers, it 
will be necessary either to protect the flanks 
with skirmishers, or to extend them in front of 
the line so far beyond the wings as effectually to 
oppose any attempt which might be made by the 
enemy^s skirmishers to disturb the flanks. 

To deploy forward. 
28* A company being at a halt or in maroh^ 
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when the captain shall wish to deploy it forward 
on the left tile of the fii*st platoon, holding the 
second platoon in reserve, he will command : 

1. First platoon — as skirmishers, 

2. On the left file — take intervals, 

3. March {or double quick — Mabch). 

23. At the first command, the second and 
third lieutenants will place themselves rapidlj 
two paces behind the centres of the right and 
left sections of the first platoon ; the fifth sergeant 
will move one pace in front of the centre of the 
first platoon, and will place himself between the 
two sections in the front rank as soon as the 
movement begins; the fourth sergeant will place 
himself on the left of the front rank of the same 
platoon, as soon as he can pass. The captain 
will indicate to this sergeant the point on which 
he wishes him to direct his march. The first 
lieutenant, placing himself before the centre of 
the second platoon, will command : 

Second platoon hackwardr—ALRon, 

24* At this command, the second platoon will 
Step three paces to the rear, so as to unmask the 
flank of the first platoon. It will tlien be halted 
bj its chief, and the second sergeant will place 
himself on the left, and the third sergeant on the 
right flank of this platoon. If the company is on 
tlie march, the second platoon will be hsdted at 
tihe first command. 

25* At the command marc\ the left group of 
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four men, condaoted by the fourth sergeant, will, 
direct itself on the point indicated ; all the other 
groups of fours throwing forward briskly the left 
dioulder, will move diagonally to the front in 
double quick time, so as to gain to the right the 
space of twenty paces, which shall be the dis- 
tance between each group and that immediately 
on its left. When the second group from the left 
shall arrive on a line with, and twenty paces 
from the first, it will march straight to the front, 
conforming to the gait and direction of the first, 
keeping constantly on the same alignment and at 
twenty paces from it. The third group, and all 
the others, will conform to what has just been 
prescribed for the second ; they will arrive suc- 
cessively on the line. The right guide will arrive 
with the last group. 

26. The left guide having reached the point 
where the left of the line should rest, the captain 
will command the skirmishers to halt ; the men 
composing each group of fours will then imme- 
diately deploy at five paces from each other, and 
to the right and left of the front-rank man of the 
even file in each<^onp, the rear-rank men placing 
themselves on the left of their file leaders. Ii 
any groups be not in line at the command ?uUty 
they will move up rapidly, conforming to what 
has just been prescribed. 

27. Iff during the deployment, the line should 
be fired upon by the enemy, the captain may 
cause the groups of fours to deploy, as they gain 
their proper distances. 

28. The line being formed, the non-commis- 
sioned officers on the right, left., and centre, of the 
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I^atoon, will place themselves ten paces in rear of 
the liue^ and opposite the positions they respec^ 
tively occupied. The chiefs of sections will 
promptly rectify any irregularities, and then place 
themselves twenty-five or thirty paces in rear of 
the centre of their sections, each having with him 
four men taken from the reserve, and also a 
bugler, who will repeat, if necessary, the signals 
sounded by the captain. 

29, Skirmishers should be.particularly instruct- 
ed to take advantage of any cover which the 
ground may offer, and should lie fiat on the 
ground whenever such a movement is necessary 
to protect them from the fire of the enemy. 
Regularity in the alignment should yield to this 
important advantage. ' 

30, When the movement begins, the first lieu- 
tenant will face the second platoon dbout^ and 
march it promptly, and by the shortest line, to 
about one hundred and fifty paces in rear of the 
centre of the line. He will hold it always at this 
distance, unless ordered to the contrary. 

31, The reserve will conform itself to all the 
movements of the line. This rule is general, 

32, Light troops will carry their bayonets a- 
bitually in the scabbard, and this rule applies 
equally to the skirmishers and the reserve ; when- 
ever bayonets are required to be fixed, a particu- 
lar signal will be given. The captain will give a 
general superintendence to the whole deployment^ 
and then promptly place himself about eighty 

Eaces in rear of the centre of the line. He wiU 
ave with him a bugler and four men taken from 
the reserve. 
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83. The deployment may be made on the right 
or the centre of the platoon, by the same com- 
mands, sabstitating the indication right or centre, 
for that of l^t file. 

34. The deployment on the right or the centre 
will be made according to the principles pre- 
scribed above; in this latter case, the centre of 
the platoon will be marked by the right group of 
fours in the second section; the fifth sergeant 
will place himself on tlie right of this group, and 
serve as the guide of the platoon during the de- 
ployment. 

36. Ija whatever manner the deployment be 
made,' on the right, left, centre (or any file), the 
men in each group of fours will habitually deploy 
at five paces from each other, and upon the front- 
rank man of the even-numbered file. The deploy- 
ments will habitually be made at twenty paces 
interval ; but if a greater interval be required, it 
will be indicated in the command. 

86. If a company be thrown out as skinnish- 
ers, so near the main body as to render a reserve 
unnecessary, the entire company will be extend- 
ed in the same manner, and according to the 
same principles, as for the deployment of a pla- 
toon. In this case, the third lieutenant will com- 
mand the fourth section, and a non-commissioned 
ofiicer designated for that purpose, the second 
section; the fifth sergeant will act as centre 
guide; the file closers will place themselves ten 
paces in rear of the line, and opposite their places 
in line of battle. The first and second lieutenant 
will, each have a bugler near him. 
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To deploy by the flank. 

37. The company being at a halt, when the 
captain shall wish to deploy it by the flank, hold- 
ing the first platoon in reserve, he will command: 

1. Second platoon — m sHrmUhers, 2. By the 
right flanh — take intervals, 8. Mabgh (or 
double quick — Maboh). 

38. At the first command, the first and third 
lieutenants will place themselves, respectively, 
two paces behind the centres of the first and sec- 
ond sections of the second platoon ; the fifth ser- 
geant will place himself one pace in front of the 
centre of the second platoon ; the third sergeant, 
as soon as he can pass, will place himself on the 
right of the front rank of the same platoon. The 
captain will indicate to him the point on which 
he wishes him to direct his march. The chief of 
the first platoon will execute what has been pre- 
scribed for the chief of the second platoon, Nos. 
23 and 24. The fourth sergeant will place him- 
self on the left fiank of the reserve, the first ser- 
geant will remain on the right fiank. 

39. At the second command, the first and third 
lieutenants will place themselves two paces be- 
hind the left group of their respective sections. 

40. At the command inarch, the second pla* 
toon will face to the right, and commence the 
movement; the left group of fours will stand fast, 
but will deploy as soon as there is room on its 
right, conforming to what has been prescribed 
No. 26 ; tlie third sergeant will place himself on 
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the left of the right groap, to conduot it ; the 
second groap will halt at twenty paces from the 
one on its left, the third gronp at twenty paces 
from the second, and so on to the right. Ab the 
groups halt, they will face to the enemy, and de- 
ploy, as has heen explained for the left gronp. 

41. The chiefs of sections will pay particular 
attention to the successive deployments of the 
groups, keeping near the group ahout to halt, so 
as to rectify any errors which may he committed. 
When the deployment is coippleted, they will 
place themselves thirty paces in rear of the cen- / 
tre of their sections, as has been heretofore pre- 
scribed. The non-commissioned officers will also 
place themselves as previously indicated. 

42. As soon as the movement commences, the 
chief of the first platoon, causing it to face about, 
will move it as indicated No. 80. 

43. The deployment may be made by the left 
flank according to the same principles, substitiv 
ting Uftflanh for right flanh. 

44. If the captain shoald wish to deploy the 
company upon the centre of one of the platoons, 
he will command : 

1. Second platoon — as skirmishers. 2. By th4 
right and left flanks — take intervals, 8. Mabch 
(or double quick — ^Maboh.) 

45. At the first command, the officers and non- 
commissioned officers will conform to what haif 
been prescribed No. 88. 

46. At the second command, the first lieuten- 
ant will place himself behind the lefb group of 
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the right seotion of the second platoon, the third 
lieutenant behind the right group of the left sec- 
tion of the same platoon. 

47. At the command marehy the right section 
will face to the right, the left section will face to 
the left, the group on the right of this latter sec- 
tion will stand fast. The two sections will move 
off in opposite directions : the third sergeant will 
place himself on the left of the right file to con- 
duct it, the second sergeant on the right of the left 
file. The two groups nearest that which stands 
fast, will each halt at twenty paces from this 
group, and each of the otlier groups will halt at 
twenty paces from the group which is in the rear 
of it. Each group will deploy as heretofore pre- 
scribed No. 40. 

48. The first and third lieutenants will direct 
the movement, holding themselves always abreast 
of the group which is about to halt. 

49. The captain can cause the deployment to 
be made on any named group whatsoever; in 
this case, the fifth sergeant will place himself be- 
fore 'the* group indicated, and the deployment 
will be m£Kle according to the piinciples hereto- 
fore prescribed. 

60. The entire company may be also deployed, 
according to the same principles. 

To extend intervals. 

61. This movement, which is employed to ex- 
tend aline of skirmishers, will be executed accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed for deployments. 

62.* If it be supposed that the line of skirmssh- 
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ere 18 at a halt, and that the captain wishes to ex- 
tend it to the left, he will command : 

1. By the leftjUmk (so many paces) extejid inter- 
ims, 2. Makch (or double quick — Mabch). 

53. At the command marcJi, the group on the 
right will stand fast, all the other groups will face 
to the left, and each group will extend its 'inter- 
val to the prescribed distance by the means indi- 
cated No. 40. 

64. The men of the same group will continne 
to preserve between each other the distance of 
five paces, unless the nature of the ground should 
render it necessary that they should close nearer, 
in order to keep in sight of each other. The in- 
tervals refer to the spaces between the groups, 
and not to the distances between the men in each 
group. The intervals will be taken from the 
right or left m«in of the neighboring group. 

55. If the line of skirmishers be marching 
to the front, and the captain should wish to ex- 
tend it to the right, he will command : 

L On the Irft group (so many paces) extend inter- 
vals. 2. March (or douUe g-wici^— Mabch). 

58. The left group, conducted by the guide, 
will continne to march on tlie point of direction : 
the other groups throwing forward the left shoul- 
der, and taking the double quick step, will open 
their intervals to the prescribed distance, by the 
means indicated No. 25, conforming also to what 
is prescribed No. 54. 

Digitized by Google 



194 mBTBUonoN fob bkibmisiiebs. 

67. Intervals may be extended on the right, 
centre, (or any group) of the line, according to 
the same principles. 

' 58. If in extending intervals, it be intended 
that one company or platoon should occupy a line 
which had been previonsly occupied by two, the 
men of the company or platoon which is to retire, 
will fall successively to the rear as they are re- 
lieved by the extension of the intervals. 

To close intenrala. 

69. This movement, like that of opening inter- 
Tals, will be executed according to the principles 
prescribed for the deployments. 

60. If the line of skirmishers . be halted, and 
the captain should wish to close intervals to the 
left) he will command: 

1. By th& left flank (so many paces) close inter- 
vals, 2. Mabch (or double quick-— Mabob). 

6L At the command march, the left group 
will stand fast, the other groups will face to the 
left and close to the prescribed distance, each 
group facing to the enemy as it attains its proper 
distance. 

62. If the line be marching to the front, the 
captain will command : 

1. On ^kl^ group (so many paces) close inter- 
vols, 2. Makoh (or double quick— Uasob). 

68. The left group, conducted by the guide, 
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will continue to move on in the direction prevr- 
onsly indicated; the other groups, advancing 
the right shoulder, will close to the* left, untU 
the intervals are reduced to the prescribed dis- 
tance. 

64. Intervals may be closed on the right, 
centre (or any group) according to the 8am« 
principles. 

65. When intervals are to be closed up, in 
order to reinforce a line of skirmishers, so as to 
cause two companies to cover the ground which 
had been previously occupied by one, the new 
company will deploy so as to finish its move- 
ment at twenty paces in rear of the line it is 
to occupy, and the men will successively move 
upon that line, as they shall be unmasked by 
the men of the old company. The reserves of 
the two companies will unite behind the centre 
of the line. 



To relieve a company deployed as skirmishers. 

66. When a company of skirmishers is to be 
relieved, the captain will be advised of the inten- 
tion, which he will immediately communicate to 
his first and second lieutenants. 

67. The new company will execute its deploy- 
ment forward, so as to finish the movement at 
about twenty paces in rpar of the line. 

68* Arrived at this distance, the men of the 
new company, by command of their captain, 
will advance rapidly a few paces beyond the old 
line, and halt; the new line being established, 
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the old company will assemble on its reaenre, 
taking care not to get into gronps of fours imtil 
ihey are beyond the fire of the enemy. 

69. If the skirmishers to be relieved are march- 
ing in retreat, the company thrown out to relieve 
tiiem will deploy by the flank, as prescribed No, 
38, and following. The old skirmishers will con- 
tinue to retire with order, and having passed the 
new line, they will form upon the reserve. 



ARTICLE n. 

TO ADVANCE. 

To advance in line, and to retreat in line. 

70. When a platoon or a company deployed as 
skirmishers is marching by the front, the guide 
will be habitually in the centre. No particular 
indication to this effect need be given in the com- 
mands, but if on the contrary it be intended that 
the directing guide should be on the right, or 
left, the command guide rights or guiis Irfty 
will be given immediately after that of forward. 

71. The captain, wishing the line of skirmish- 
ers to advance, will command : 

1. Forward. 2. Maboh (or double quick — 

Maboh). 

• 

72. This command will be repeated with tho 
greatest rapidity by the chiefs of sections, and in 
case of need, by the sergeants. This rule is gen- 
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eral, whether the skirmishers march hj the front 
or by the flank. 

73. At the first command, the three sergeants 
will move briskly on the line, the first on the 
fight, the second on the left, and the third in the 
centre. 

74. At the command march, the line will 
move to the front, the guide charged with the 
direction will move on the point indicated to 
him, the skirmishers will hold themselves aligned 
on this gnide, and preserve their intervals to- 
ward him. 

75. The chiefs of sections will march imme- 
diately behind their sections, so as to direct their 
movements. 

76. The captain will give a general superin- 
tendence to the movement. 

77. When he shall wish to halt the skirmishers, 
he will command : 

Halt. 

78. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
line will halt. The chiefs of sections will 
promptly rectify any irregularity in the align- 
ment and intervals, and after taking every posn- 
ble advantage which the ground may offer for 
protecting the men, they, with the three ser- 
geants in the line, will retire to their proper 
places in rear. 

79. The captain wishing to march the skir- 
mishers in retreat, will command : 

1. In retreat 2. March (or davhle quick — 
March.) 
17* 
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80. At the first command, the three ser- 
geants will move on the line as prescribed No. 
73. 

81. At the command march^ the skirmishers 
will face abont individually, and march to tiie 
rear, conforming to the principles prescribed 
No. 74. 

82. The officers and sergeants will use every 
exertion to preserve order. 

83. To halt the skirmishers, marching in re* 
treat, the captain will command : 

Halt. 

84. At this command the skirmishers will halt, 
and immediately face to the front. 

85. The chiefs of sections and the three guides 
will each conform himself to what is prescribed 
No. 78. 

To ohanse direction. 

86. If the commander of a line of skirmishers 
shidl wish to cause it to change direction to tho 
right, he will command : 

1. Right wheel. 2. Maech (or double quick — 
Maboh). 

87. At the command march, the right gaido 
will mark time in his place ; the left guide will 
move in a circle to the right, and that he may 
properly regulate his movements, will occasion- 
ally cast his eyes to the ripfht, so as to observe the 
direction of the line, and the nature of the ground 
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to be passed over. The centre gnide 'will also 
march in a circle to the right, and in order to 
conform his movements to the general direction, 
will take care that his steps ai'e only half the 
length of the steps of the guide on the left. 

88. The skirmishers will regulate the length 
of their steps by their distance from the march- 
ing flank, being less as they approach the pivot, 
and greater as they are removed from it ; they 
will often look to the marching flank, so as to 
preserve the direction and their intervals. 

89. When the commander of the line shall 
wish to resume the direct march, he will com- 
mand : , 

1. Forward, 2. Haboh. 

90. At the command march^ the line will 
cease to wheel, and the skirmishers will move 
direct to the front ; the centre guide will march 
on the point which will be indicated to him. 

91. If the captain should wish to halt the 
line, in place of moving it to the front, he will 
oommand: 

Halt. 

92. At this command, the line will halt. 

93. A change of direction to the left will be 
made according to the same principles, and by 
inverse means. 

94. A line of skirmishers marching in retreat 
will change direction by the same means, and by 
the same commands, as a line marching in ad- 
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vance ; for example, if the captain should ivish 
to refose his left, now become the right, he will 
eommand: 1. Left toheeL 2. Maboh. At the 
command halty the skirmishers will face to the 
enemy. 

95. But if, instead of halting the line, the 
captain should wish to continue to march it in 
retreat, he will, when he judges the line has 
wheeled sufficiently, command : 

1. In retreat. 2. Maboh, 

To marcli bj the flank. 

96. The captain, wishing the skirmishers to 
march by the right flank, will command : 

1. By the right flanh 
2. Maboh (or double quich — ^Mabch). 

97. At the first command, the three sergeants 
will place themselves on the line. 

98. At the command march, the skirmishers 
will fkce to the right and move oflf ; the right 
guide will place himself by the side of the lead- 
ing man on the right to conduct him, and will 
march on the point indicated ; each skirmisher 
will take care to follow exactly in the direction 
of the one immediately preceding him, and to 
preserve his distance. ' 

99. The skirmishers may be marched by the 
left ^ank, according to the same principles, and 
by the same commands, substituting 2^ for 
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right; the left guide will place himself by the 
Bide of the leadiug man to conduct him. 

100. If the skirmishers be marching by th« 
flank, and the captain should wish to halt them, 
he will command: 

Halt. 

101. At this command, the skinnishers will 
halt and face to the enemy. The officers and 
sergeants will conform to what has been pre- 
scribed No. 78. 

102. The reserve should execute all the move- 
ments of the line, and be held always about one 
hundred and fifty paces from it, so as to be in 
position to second its operations. 

103. When the chief of the reserve shall wish 
to march it in advance, he will command : 1. 
Platoon forward. 2. Guide left. 3. Mabou. If 
he should wish to march it in retreat, he will 
command : 1. In retreat. 2. Maech. 3. Guide 
right. At the command halt^ it will reface to 
the enemy. 

104. The men should be made to understand 
that the signals or commands, such as forward^ 
means that the skirmishers shall march on the 
enemy ; in retreat, that they shall retire, and to 
the right or left ftank^ that the men must face 
to the right or left, whatever may be tlieir posi- 
tion. 

* 105. If the skirmishers be marching by the 
flank, and the captain should wish to change di- 
rection to the right (or left), he will command : 
1. By file right (or left). 2. Maboh. These 
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morements will also be executed hj the signals 
Noa. 14 aad 16, 



ARTICLE III. 
^ THE FIRINGS/ 

106. Skirmishers will fire either at a halt or 
marching. 

To fire at a halt. 

107. To canse this fire to be executed, the cap- 
tain will command : 

Commence — ^FiRmo, ^ 

108. At this command, briskly repeated, ^ the 
men of the front rank will commence firing; 
they will reload rapidly, and hold themselves in 
readiness to fire again. During this time the 
men of the rear rank will come to a ready, and 
as soon as their respective file leaders have load- 
ed, they will also fire and reload. The men of 
each file will thus continue the firing, conform- 
ing to this principle, that the one or the other 
shall always have his piece loaded. 

109. Light troops should be always calm, so 
as to aim with accuracy ; they should, moreover, 
endeavor to estimate correctly the distances be- 
tween themselves and the enemy to be hit, and 
thus be enabled to deliver their fire with the 
greater certainty of success. 

110. Skirmishers will not remain in the same 
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lAoe whilAt reloading, imlees protected by acoi- 
ents in the ground. 



l!o fire marching. 



111. This fire will be executed by the same 
commands as the fire at a halt. 

112. At the command commence firing^ if the 
line be advancing, the front-rank man of every 
file will halt, fire, and reload before throwing 
himself forward. The rear-rank man of the same 
file will continue to march, and after passing ten 
or twelve paces beyond his front-rank man, will 
halt, come to a ready, select his object, and fire 
when his front-rank man has loaded ; the fire will 
thus continue to be executed by each file; ths 
skirmishers will keep united, and endeavor, as 
much as possible, to preserve the general direc- 
tion of the alignment. 

113. If the line be marching in retreat, at the 
command comment firing^ the front-rank man of 
every file will halt, face to the enemy, fire, and 
then reload whilst moving to the rear ; the rear- 
rank man of the same file will continue to march, 
and halt ten or twelve paces beyond his front- 
rank man, face about, come to a ready, and fire, 
when his front-rank man has passed him in rcr 
treat and loaded ; after which, he will move to 
the rear ,reloading whilst so moving. The front- 
rank man in his turn, after marching briskly to 
the rear, will halt at ten or twelve paces from 
the rear-rank, face to the enemy, finish loading 
his piece and fire, conforming to what has just 
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been prescribed for the rear-rank man ; tlie firing ^ 
will thns be continned. 

114. If the company be marching by the right 
flank, at the command, commence firing^ the 
front-rank man of every file will face to the en- 
emy, step one pace forwai'd, halt, and fire ; the 
rear-rank man will continue to move forward. 
"As soon as the front-rank man has fired, he will 
place himself briskly behind his rear-rank man 
and reload whilst marching. When he has 
loaded, the rear-rank man will, in his turn, face 
to the enemy, step one pace forward, halt, and 
fire, and returning to the ranks, will place him- 
self behind his front-rank man ; the latter, in 
his turn, will act in the same manner, obsei-ving 
the same principles. At the command, ceas4 
firiTkg^ the men of the rear rank will retake their 
original positions, if not already there. 

115. If the company be marching by the left 
flank, the fire will be executed according to tlie 
same principles, but in this case it will be the 
rear-rank man who will fire first. 

116. The following rules will be observed in 
the cases to which they apply. 

117. If the line be firing at a halt, or whilst 
marching by the flank, at the command forward 
— ^Maboh, it will be the men whose pieces are 
loaded, without regard to the particular rank to 
which they belong, who will move to the front. 
Those men whose pieces have been discharged, 
will remain in their places to load them before . 
moving forward, and the firing will be continned j 
agreeably to the principles prescribed No. 112. 

118. If the line be firing either at a halt, ad- 
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vancing, or whilst maroliing by the flank, at the 
command, In retreat — Maech, the men whose 
pieces are loaded will remain faced to the enemy, 
and will fire in this position; the men whose 
pieces are discharged will retreat loading them, 
and the fire will be continued agreeably to the 
principles prescribed No. 113. 

119. If the line of skirmisihers be firing either 
at a halt, advancing, or in retreat, at the com- 
mand. By the right (or left) ^anAA-MABcn, the 
men whose pieces are loaded will step one pace 
out of the general alignment, face to the enemy, 
and fire in this position ; the men whose pieces 
are unloaded will face to the right (or left) and 
march in the direction indicated. The men who 
stepped out of the ranks will place themselves, 
immediately after firing, upon the general direc- 
tion, and in rear of their front or rear-rank men, 
as the case may be. The. fire will continued 
according to the principles prescribed No. 114. 

120. Skirmishers will be habituated to load 
their pieces whilst marching ; but they will be 
eiyoined to halt always an instant, when in the 
act of charging cartridge, and priming. 

121. They should be practised to fire and load 
kneeling, lying down, and sitting, and much 
liberty should be allowed in these exercrses, in 
order that they may be executed in the manner ^ 
found to be m ost convenient. Skirmishers should " 
be cautioned not to forget that, in whatever posi- 
tion they may load, it is important that the piece 
should be placed upright before ramming, in order 
that the entire charge of powder may reach the 
bottom of the bore. 
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122. In commencing the fire, the men of the 
same rank should not all fire at once, and the 
men of the same file should he particular that 
one or the other of them be always loaded. 

123. In retreating, the officer commanding the 
skirmishers should seize on every advantage 
which the ground may present, for arresting the 
enemy as long as possible. 

124. At the signal to cease firing^ the captain 
will see that the order is promptly obeyed ; but 
the men who may not be loaded, will load. If 
the line be marching, it will continue the move- 
ment ; but the man of each file who happens to 
be in front, will wait until the man in the rear 
shall be abreast with him. 

128. If a line of skirmishers be firing advan- 
cing, at the command Tialt^ the line will re-form 
upon the skirmishers who are in front; when 
the line is retreating, upon the skirmishers who 
are in the rear. 

126. Officers should watch with the greatest 
posdible vigilance over a line of skirmishers ; in 
battle, they should neither carry a rifle or fowling 
piece. In all the firings, they, as well as the ser- 
geants, should see that order and silence are pre- 
served, and that the skirmishers do not wander 
imprudently; they should especially caution 
them to be calm and collected ; not to fire until 
they distinctly perceive the objects at which they 
aim, and are sure that those objects are within 
proper range. Skirmishers should take advan- 
tage promptly, and with intelligence, of all shel- 
ter, and of all accidents of the ground, to con- 
ceal themselves from the view of the enemy, and 
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to protect themselves from his fire. It may often 
happen, that intervals are momentarily lost when 
several men near each other 'find a common shel- 
ter; bnt when they quit this position, they 
should immediately resume their intervals and 
their places in line, so that they may not, by 
crowding, needlessly expose themselves to the 
fire of the enemy. 

ARTICLE IV. 

THE BALIiT. 

To form columxL 

127. A company deployed as skirmishers, is 
rallied in order to oppose the enemy with better 
success ; the rallies are made at a run, and with 
bayonets fixed ; when ordered to rally, the skir- 
mishers fix bayonets without command. 

128. There are several ways of rallying, which 
the chief of the line will adopt according to cir- 
onmstances. 

129. If the line, mardbing or at a halt, be 
merely disturbed by scattered horsemen, it will 
not be necessary to fall back on the reserve, but 
the captain will cause bayonets to be fixed. If 
the horsemen should, however, advance to charge 
the skirmishers, the captain will command, rally 
hy foura. The line will halt, if marching, and 
the four men of each group will execute this 
rally in the following manner : the front-rank . 
man of the even-numbered file will take the po- 
ntion of gttard agaimt cavalry ; the rear-rank 
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man of the odd-numbered file will also take the 
position of guard against cavalry^ turning his 
back to him, his right foot thirteen inches from 
the right foot of the former, and parallel to it ; 
the front-rank man of the odd file, and the rear- 
rank man of the even file, will also place them- 
selves back to back, taking a like position, and 
between the two men already established, facing 
to the right and left'; the right feet of the four 
men will be brought together, forming a square, 
and serving for mutual support. The four men 
in each group will come to a ready, fire as occa- 
sion may ofier, and load without moving their 
feet. 

130. The captain and chiefs of sections will 
each cause the four men who constitute his guard 
to form square, the men separating so as to 
enable him and the bugler to place themselves 
in the centre. The three sergeants will each 
promptly place himself in the group nearest him 
in the line of skirmishers. 

131. If the captain desires again to deploy the 
groups, he will command, deploy as skirmishers; 
at which each group will deploy as prescribed 
No. 26. 

132. Whenever the captain shall judge these 
squares too weak, but should wish to hold his 
position by strengthening his line, he will com- 
mand : 

JRally by sections. 

133. At this command, the chiefs of sections 
will move rapidly on the centre group of their 
respective sections, or on any other interior group 
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whose position might offer a shelter, or other 
particnlar advantage ; the skirmishers will col- 
lect rapidly at a run on this group, and without 
distinction of pumbers. The men composing the 
group on which the formation is made, will im- 
mediately form square, as heretofore explained^ 
and elevate their pieces, the bayonets uppermost 
in order to indicate the point on which the rally 
is to be made. The other skirmishers, as they 
arrive, will occupy and fill the open angular 
spaces between these four men, and successively 
rally around this first nucleus, and in such man- 
ner as to form rapidly a compact circle. The 
skirmishers will take, as they arrive, the position 
of charge bayonet, the point of the bayonet more 
elevated, and will cock their pieces in this posi- 
tion. The movement concluded, the two exterior 
ranks will fire as occasion may offer, and load 
without moving their feet. 

134. The captain will move rapidly with his 
guard, wherever he may judge his presence most 
necessary. 

135. The officers and sergeants will be particu- 
lar to observe that the rally is made in silence, 
and with promptitude and order; that some 
pieces in each of their subdivisions be at all times 
loaded, and that the fire is directed on those 
points only where it will be most effective. 

136. If the reserve should be threatened, it 
will form into a circle around its chief. 

137. If the captain desires again to deploy the 
sections, he will command : form sections, at this, 
the chief of each will dress his section on that 
file of the circle which is faced towards the en- 
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emj, the men taking their proper places. The 
sections will then be deployed forward, or by the 
flanks, on any file or group the captain may wish, 
as indicated No. 22, and following, and No. 37, 
and following. 

138. If the captain, or commander of a line of 
skirmishers, formed of many platoons, should 
judge that the rally by section does not offer 
sufficient resistance, he will cause the rally by 
platoons to be executed, and for this purpose, 
will command : 

BaUff ly platoons, 

139. This movement will be executed accord- 
ing to the same principles, and by the same 
means, as the rally by sections. The chiefs of 
platoon will conform to what has been prescribed 
for the chiefs of section. 

140. If the captain, or commander of the line 
of skirmishers, desires again to deploy the pla- 
toons, he will command : form platoons^ and the 
movement will be executed as prescribed No. 187. 

141. The captain wishing to rally the skir- 
mishers on the reserve, will command * 

Rally on the reserve, 

14S. At this command, the captain wiU move 
briskly on the reserve ; the officer who commands 
it will take immediate steps to form square ; for 
this purpose, he will cause the half sections on 
the flanks to be thrown perpendicularly to the 
rear ; he will order the men to come to a ready. 
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US* Tlie skirmishers of each seetion^ taking 
the mn, will form rapidly into groups, and upon 
that man of each gronp who is nearest the centre 
of the section. These groups will direct them- 
Belves diagonally toward each other, and in such 
manner as to form into sections with the greatest 
possible rapidity while moving to the rear ; the 
officers and sergeants will see that this formation 
is tnade in proper order, and the chiefs will direct 
their sections upon the reserve, taking care tooa- 
mask it to the right and left. As the skirmishers 
arrive, they will continue and complete the for- 
mation of the square begun by the reserve, clos* 
ing in rapidly upon the latter, without regard to 
their places in line ; they will come to a ready 
without command, and fire upon the enemy; 
which will also be done by the reserve as soon 
as it is unmasked by the skirmishers. 

144. If a section should be closely pressed by 
cavalry while retreating, its chief will command, 
Jialt ; at this command, the men will form rapidly 
into a compact circle around the officer, who wiU 
rerform his section and resume the march, the 
moment he can do so with safety. 

145. The formation of the square in a prompt 
and efficient manner requires coolness and actlT- 
ity on the part of both officers and sergeants. 

146. The captain will also profit by every mo* 
ment of respite which the enemy's cavalry may 
leave him ; as soon as he can, he will endeavor 
to place himself beyond the reach of their char- 
ges* either by gaining a position where he may 
defend himself with advantage, or by returning 
to the corps to which he belongs. For thi9 pur* 
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poee, being in 8qaare, he will oanse the oohiimaj 
to break into colninn by platoons at half dLstanee; 
to this effect^ he will command: 

1. Form column, 2. March. 

147. At the command march^ each platoon 
will dress on its centre, and the platoon which 
was facing to the rear will face abont withoot 
command. The gaides will place themselves on 
the right and left of their respective platoons, 
those of the second platoon will place themselves 
at half distance from those of the first, coanting 
from the rear rank. These dispositions being 
made, the captain can move the column in what- 
ever direction he may judge proper. 

148. If he wishes to march it in retreat, he 
will command : 

1. In retreat, 2. Maboh (or double quich^ 
Maboh). 

149. At the command m4vrch^ the column will 
immediately face by the rear rank (the file 
closers of the first platoon retaining their posi- 
tion), and move off in the opposite direction. As 
soon as the column is in motion, the captain will 
command : 

8. Oiiide right (or left). 

150. He will indicate the direction to the lead- 
ing guide : the guides will march at their proper 
distances, and the men wijl keep aligned. 

Digitized by Google 



16L If again threaten^ by cavalry, the eap- 
Udn. will eommand : 

1. Form square. 2. Maboh. 

162. At the command march^ the colamu will 
halt ; the first platoon will face about briskly, and 
the enter half-sections of each platoon will be 
thrown perpendicularly to the rear, so as to form 
the second and third fronts of the square. The 
ofiicers and sergeants will promptly rectify any 
irregularities which may be committed. 

1S3. If he should wish to march the column in 
advance, the captain will command: 

1. Form eohtmn, 2. Masoh. 

164. Which will be executed as prescribed No. 
147. 

156. The oolnmn being formed, the captain will 
eommand : 

1. Fortoard, 2. Maboh (or dotible quick — ^Maxoh). 
a. Guide left (ot right). 

166. At the second command, the column will 
move forward, and at the third command, the 
men wiU take the touch of elbows to the side of 
the guide. 

167. If the captain should wish the column to 
gain ground to the right or left, he will do so by 
rapid wheels to the side opposite the guide, and 
for this purpose, will change the guide whenever 
it may be neoeflsary. 
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1S8. If & company be in oolnnin hj platood, at 
half distance, right in front, the oaptain can de- 
ploy the first platoon as skirmishers bj the means 
already explained ; but if it shonld be his wish to 
deploy the second platoon forward on the centre 
file, leaving the first platoon in reserve, he will 
command : 

1. Second platoon — as shirmiskers, 2. On the 
center file — take intervaU. 3. Masch (or double 
j'mcifc— Maeoh). 

169. At the first command, the chief of the 
first platoon will caution his platoon to stand fast; 
the chiefs of sections- of the second platoon will 
place themselves before the centre of their sec- 
tions: the fifth sergeant will place himself one 
pace in front of the centre of the second platoon. 

160. At the second command, the chief of the 
right section, second platoon, will command : 
Section right face ; the chief of the left section*: 
Section left face. 

161. At the command mareh^ these sections 
will move off briskly in opposite directions, and 
having unmasked the first platoon, the chiefs of 
sections will respectively command : Bt/ the left 
flank — Maboh, and By the right flank — MA&otf ; 
and as soon as these sections arrive on the align- 
ment of the first platoon, they will command: 
Am «ib)rmisJUr9—- March. The gronps will tiien 
deploy aoeording to prescribed principles, on tbe 
right group of the lefb section, which will be di- 
TMted by the fifth sergeant on the point indicated. 

162. If the captain should wish the deploy* 

Digitized by Google 



INBTBUOnOXr FOB 8KIBMI8BEB8. 215 

ment made by the flank, the second platoon will 
be moved to the front by the means above stated, 
and halted after passing some steps beyond the 
alignment of the firet platoon; the deployment 
will then be made by the flank according to the 
principles prescribed. 

THXS ABSEMBIiT. 

183. A company deployed as pkirmishers will 
be assembled when there is no longer danger of 
its being disturbed ; the assembly will be made 
habitaally in quick time. 

164. The captain wishing to assemble the skir- 
mishers on the reserve, will command : 



A88emble on the reserve. 

165. At this command, the skirmishers will as- 
semble by groups of fours ; the front-rank men 
will place themselves behind their rear-rank men ; 
and each group of fours will direct itself on the 
reserve, where each will take its proper place in 
the ranks. When the company is re-formed, it 
will rejoin the battalion to which it belongs. 

166. It may be also proper to assemble the skir- 
mishers on the centre, or on the right or left of 
the line, either marching or at a halt. 

167. If the captain should wish to assemble 
them on the centre while marching, he will com- 
mand: 

AMenible on the centre. 
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168. At this cotumand, the centre guide will 
continue to march directly to the front on the 
point indicated : the front rank man of the di- 
recting file will follow the gnide, and he covered 
hy his rear-rank man ; the other two comrades of 
this group, and likewise those on their left, will 
march* diagonally, advancing the left shonlder and 
accelerating the gait, so as to re-form the gronps 
while drawing nearer and nearer the directing 
file ; the men of the right section will unite in the 
same manner into groups, and then upon the di- 
recting file, throwing forward the right shonlder. 
As they successively unite on the centre, the men 
will bring their pieces to the right shoulder. 

169. To assemble on the right, left (or any file) 
will be executed according to the same principles. 

170. The assembly of a line marching in retreat 
will also be executed according to the same prin- 
ciples, the front-rank men marching behind their 
rear-rank men. 

171; To assemble the line of skirmishers at a 
halt, and on the line they occupy, the captain will 
give the same commands; the skirmishers will 
face to the right or left, according as tliey should 
march by the right or left flank, re-form the 
gronps while marching, and thus arrive on the 
file which- served as the point of formation. Aa 
they successively arrive, the skirmishers will sup- 
port arms. 
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aehole v. 

TO DBFI<07 A BATTAUON AS SKIB- 

MTRHF.RS AND TO BAIiIi? THIS BAT- 

TAIiION. 

To deploy the battalion as skiTznlshers. 

172. A battalion being in line of battle, if the 
commander should wish to deploy it on the right 
of the sixth company, holding the three right 
companies in reserve, he will signify his intention 
to the lieutenant-colonel and adjutant, and also 
to the senior and junior majors, one of whom will 
be directed to take charge of the battalion reserve. 
He will point out to the lieutenant-colonel the di- 
rection he wishes to give the line, as well as the 
point where he wishes the right of the sixth 
company* to rest, and to the commander of tho 
reserve the place he may wish it established. 

173. The lieutenant-colonel will move rapidly 
in front of the right of the sixth company, and 
the adjutant in front of the left of the same com- 
pany. The commander of the reserve will dis- 
pose of it in the manner to be hereinafter indica- 
ted. 

174. The colonel will command : 

1. First (or second) platoons — as skirmishers. 

2. On the right of the sixth company — take in- 
tervaU, 

8. Maboh (or double quick — ^Mabch). 

175. At the second command, the captains of 
the fifth and sixth companies will prepare to de- 
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ploy the first platoons of tlioir respective compa- 
nies, the sixth on its right, the fifth on its left file. 

176. The captain of the fourth company will 
face it to the right, and the captains of the sev- 
enth and eighth companies will face tlieir respec- 
tive companies to the left. 

177. At the command march^ the movement 
will commence. The platoons of the fifth and 
iixth companies will deploy forward ; the ri^ljt 
gaide of the sixth will march on the point which 
will he indicated to him by the lieutenant-colonel. 

178. The company which has faced to the 
right, and also the companies which have faced 
to the left, will march straight-forward. The 
fourth company will take an interval of one hun- 
dred paces, counting from the left of the fifth, and 
its chief will deploy its first platoon on its left 
file. The seventh and eight companies will each 
take an interval of one hundred paces, counting 
from the right file of the company, which is im- 
mediately on its right; and tlie chiefs of these 
companies will afterward deploy their first- pla- 
toons on the right file. 

179. The guides who conduct the files on 
which the deployment is made, should be careful 
to direct themselves toward the outer man of the 
neighboring company, already deployed as skir- 
mishers; or if the company has not finished its 
deployment, they will judge carefully the distance 
which may still be required to place all these files 
in line, and will then march on the point thus 
marked out. The companies as they arrive on 
ttie line, will align themselves on those already 
deployed. 
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180. The lieutenant colonel and adjutant will 
follow the deployment, the one on the right, the 
other on the left; the movement concluded, tliey 
will place themselves near the colonel. The ma- 
jor, not in command of the reserve, will also be 
hear the colonel. In case the companies of shir- 
miihera constitnte a port of the battalion reserve, 
the junior major will be placed in command. 

181. The reserves of the companies will be es- 
tablished in echelon in the following manner: 
the reserve of the sixth company will be placed 
one hundred and fifty paces in rear of the right 
of this company ; the reserves of the fourth and 
fifth companies, united, opposite the centre of 
their line of skirmishers, and thirty paces in ad- 
vance of the reserve of the sixtli company ; the 
reserves of the seventh and eighth companies, 
also united, opposite the centre of their line of 
•kirmishers, and thirty paces firtlier to the rear 
than the reserve of the sixth company. 

182. The major commanding the companies 
composing the reserve, ©a receiving an order 
from the colonel to tliat effect, will march these 
companies thirty paces to the rear, and will then 
ploy them into column by company, at half dis- 
tance ; after which, he will condnct the column to 
the point which shall have been indicated to him. 

183. The colonel will have a general superin- 
tendence of the movement ; and when it is fin- 
ished, will move to a point in rear of the line, 
whence his view may best embrace all the parts, 
in order to direct their movements. 

184. If, instead of deploying forward, it be de- 
sired to deploy by the flank, the sixth and fifth 
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comiianiea will be moved to the front ten or 
twelve paces, halted, and deployed by the flank, 
the one on the right, the other on the left file, by 
the means already indicated. Each of the other 
companies will be marched by the flank ; and as 
8oon as tho lost file of the company, next toward 
the direction, shall have taken its interval, it will 
be moved on the lino established by the fifth and 
sixth companies, halted and deployed, 

185. In the preceding example, it lias b^n 
sappos^d that the battalion was in order of bat- 
tle; but if in column, it would be deployed as 
skirmishers by the same commands and according 
to the same principles. 

186. If -the deployment is to be made foru^ard^ 
the directing company as soon as it is unmasked, 
will be moved ten or twelve paces in front of the 
head of the column, and will be then deployed on 
the file indicated. Each of the other companies 
will take its interval to the right or left, and de« 
ploy as soon as It is taken. 

187. If the deployment is to be made by the 
flank, the directing company will be moved in the 
same manner to the front, as soon as it is un- 
masked, and will then be halted and deployed by 
the flank on the file indicated. Each of the other 
companies will be marched by the flank, and 
when its interval is taken, will be moved on the 
line, halted and deployed as soon as the company 
next toward the direction shall have flnished its 
deployment. 

188. It has been prescribed to place the re- 
serves in echelon, in order that they may, in the 
event of a rally, be able to protect themsetvefl 
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without iz^Qring each other; and the resenres 
of two contiguous companies have been united, 
in order to diminish the number of the echelons, 
and to increase their capacity for resisting cavalry. 

189. The echelons, in the example given, de- 
scend from right to left, but they may, on an in- 
dication from the colonel to that effect, be posted 
on the same principle, so as to descend from left 
to right. 

190. When the color-company is to be de- 
ployed as skirmishers, the color, without its 
guard, will be detached, and remain with the 
battalion reserve. 

0-191. In the deployments of the battalion, one 
or both, of the companies of shirmiiherSj can 
either constitute a part of the battalion reserve, 
or take their places in the line of skirmishers as 
the colonel may desire ; in the latter case, thej 
will take their appointed places previous to the 
commencement of the deployment. 

THB ASSEMBLY. 

192. When the colonel wishes to assemble the 
battalion, he will cause the assemble on the bat- 
talion to be sounded. The companies deployed 
as skirmishers will be assembled on their respec- 
tive reserves, and then proceed to join the bat- 
talion reserve ; they will take places in the bat- 
talion, in their proper order. 

THE BALLY. 

193. The colonel may cause all the various 
19* 
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moTemonts prescribed for a company, to be exe* 
cuted by the battalion, and by the same com- 
mands and the same signals. When he wishes 
to rally the battalion, he will cause the rally an 
the battalion, to be sounded, and will so dispose 
his reserve as to protect this movement 

194. The companies deployed as skirmishers 
will be rallied in squares on their respective re- 
serves ; each reserve of two contiguous compan- 
ies will form the first frcmt of the square, throw- 
ing to the rear the sections on the flanks ; the 
skirmishers who anive first will complete the 
lateral fronts, and the last, the fourth front The 
oflBicers and sergeants will superintend the rally, 
and as fast as the men arrive, they will form 
them into two ranks, without regard to height, 
and cause them to face outward. 

195. The rally being effected^ the commanders 
of squares will profit by any interval of time 
the cavalry may allow for putting them in safety, 
either by marching upon the battalion reserve, 
or by seizing an advantageous position ; to this 
end, each of the squares will be formed into 
column, and march in this order; and if threat- 
ened anew, it will halt, and again form itself into 
square. 

196. As the companies successively arrive near 
the battalion-reserve, each will reform as prompt- 
ly as possible, and, without regard to designation 
or number, take place in the column next in rear 
of the companies already in it. 

197. The battalion reserve will also form square, 
if itself threatened by cavalry. In this case, the 
companies, in marching toward it, will place 
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themselves promptly in the sectors without fire, 
and thus march on the squares. 
0-198. If the battalion column has time to form 
divisions before forming square, the companies of 
skirmishers will take the position prescribed in 
the School of the Battalion. 



END OP mSTBironON FOB SKIEMISHEBS. 
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MANUAL OF THE SWORD OR SABRE, 
FOR OFFICERS. 

POSITION OF THB SWORD OR SABRE, UNDBB ARMS. 

The carry. Tbe gripe is in the right hand, 
which will be . supported against the right hip, 
the back of the blade against the shoulder. 

TO SALUTE WITH THE SWORD OR SABRE. 

Three times (or pauses,) 

One, At the distance of six paces from the 
person to be saluted, raise the sword or sabre 
perpendicularlj, the point up, the flat of the 
blade opposite to the right eje, the guard at the 
height of the shoulder, the elbow supported on 
the body. 

Two. Drop the point of the sword or sabre by 
extending the arm, so that the right hand may 
be brought to the side of the right thigh, and 
remain in that position until the person to whom 
' the salute is rendered shall be passed, or shall 
have passed, six paces. 

Three. Raise the sword or sabre smartly, and 
place the back of the blade against the right 
shoulder. 
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COLOR-SALUTE. 

Ik the ranks, the color-bearer, whether at a 
lialt or in march, will always carry the heel of 
the color-lance supported at the right hip, the 
right hand generally placed on the lance at the 
height of the shoulder, to hold it steady. When 
the color has to render honors, the color-bearer 
will salute as follows: 

At the distance of six paces slip the right hand 
along the lance to the height of the eye; lower 
the lance by straightening the arm to its full ex- 
tent, the heel of the lance remaining at the hip, 
and bring back the lance to the habitual position 
when the person saluted shall be passed, or shall 
have passed, six paces. 



MANUAL 

FOB KELIEVINO SKNTINBTJS. 

Amis — Poinr. 

One time and one motion. 

Throw the ^iece diagonally across the body, 
the lock to the front, seize it smartly at the same 
instant with both hands, the right at the handle, 
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the left at tlie lower band, the two thumbs point- 
ing toward the muzzle, the barrel sloping upward 
and crossing opposite the point of the left shoul- 
der, the butt proportionally lowered. The pahn 
of the right hand will be above, and that of the 
left under the piece, the nails of both hands next 
to the body, to which the elbows will be closed. 

Shoulder — ^Abms. 

One time cmd two motione, 

{Firet motion,) Bring the piece smartly to the 
right shoulder, placing the right hand as in the 
position of shoulder arms, slip the left hand to 
the height of the shoulder, the fingers extended. 

{Second motion,) Drop the left hand smartly 
by the side. 



Being on parade and at order arms, if it 
be wished to give the men rest, the command 
will be : 

Parade — ^Rest. 

At the command rest, tarn the piece on the 
heel of the butt, the barrel to the len;, the muzzle 
in front of the centre of the body ; seize it at the 
same time with the left hand jast above, and with 
the right at the upper band ; carry the right foot 
six inches to the rear, the left knee slightly beDt. 
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INSTRUCTION 

FOB THB DBUH-MAJOB (OB PBIKCIFAL MTTSIOIAN.) 

The posts of the field music and band have 
been given, Title I, for the order in battle. 

In column in manoeuvre, the field music and 
band will march abreast with the left centre coin- 
])any, and on the side opposite the guide, unless 
otherwise specified in the manoeuvre. 

In column in route, as well as in the passage of 
defiles to the front or in retreat, they will march 
at the head of their respective battalions. 

BBATS OF THE DBIJM. AND BOUNDS OV 
THB BUGIiB. 

General calls on the drum. 

The beats of the drum for infantry, independent 
of mere police calls, are fixed at fifteen. 

1. The general, 

2. The assembly, 
8. To the color, 
4. The long roll, 

6. Common time (90 steps to the minute). 

6. Quick time, 

7. Double quick time. 

8. The reveille, 

9. The troop. 

10. The retreat. 

11. The tattoo, 

12. To recall detachments. 
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18. Drummer^ s call, 

14. Come for orders. 
First sergeant's call. 
Sergeant^s call. 
Corporal's call. 

15. The roll (to cease firiDg.) 



Beats on the drum for sUrmisliAES. 

These beats are to be used onlj when the bugle 
cannot be obtained, as is prescribed in the in- 
•tractions for skirmishers, No. 10. 

1. Double gttich time, 

2. 77ie run, 

8. Deploy as shirmUhers, 
'4. Forward, 
6. In retreat, 

6. ffalt 

7. By the right flanh. 

8. By the left flanh 

9. Commence firing. 

10. CeaeeflHng, 

11. Change direction to the right 

12. Change direction to the left. 
Id. Lie down, 

14. Bise up, 

16. Bally oy fours. 

16. Bally by sections, 

17. Bally by platoons, 

18. Bally upon the reserve, 

19. Bally upon the battalion. 

20. Assemble on the battalion. 
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OenaMlcftlls on the busto. 

1. Attention, 

2. Signal of execution (to be given by the 
general commanding more than one brigade of 
the line). 

3. The general. 

4. The aseembVy. 
6. To the color. 

6. TliereeaU. 

7. QuicJc time, 

8. Double quick time, 
0. The charge. 

10. The reveille. 

11. Retreat. 

12. Tattoo, 

13. 7b extinguish lights. 

14. Assembly of the bugles, 

15. Assembly of the guard, 

16. Orders for orderly sergeants. 

17. -Fbr <j^<5r« ^ taibd their places in lineqfter 
firing. 

18. The disperse. 

19. Officer's call. 
SO. BreaJffast caU, 

21. Dinner calL 

22. /S^ife <MzZ2. 
93. Fatigue call. 

24. Church call. 

25. Drill call. 

26. School calL 
20 
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OftlUi oa tike bugle fbr 

1. Fix hayonet. 

2. Ui^ bayonet. 
8. Quick time. 

4. Double guieh time. 
6. 2%^ rt««. 

6. Deploy as shirmiehera. 

7. Forward. 

8. In retreat. 

9. ffalt. 

10. -By «A« right flanh, » 

11. % «A<j leftflanh. 

12. Commence firing, 

13. Ceobee firing. 

l-i. Change direction to the right. 

15. Change direction to the IrfU 

16. Zitf ^(nrn. 

17. -ff/w t(p. 

18. JJaWy by fours. 

19. i2a% by sections. 

20. JBaWy 5y platoons. 

21. ^a% <7n ^Ad r«809*0«. 

22. i?a% <m the battalion. 
28. Assemble on the battalion. 

NoTB. — When the whole of the troops, in the 
Mirae camp or garrison, are to depart, thegevieraly 
the assembly^ and to the color ^ will be beaten or 
sounded, at the proper intervals, in the order 
here mentioned. At the first., the troops will 
prepare for the movement ; at the second, they 
will form hj company, and at the third unite by 
battalion. 
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IWgnala of the draat-m«Jor for th» prinoixml bd«ts 
And sovindB. 



1. 1%$ general. Extend the right arm, seize 
the staff in the middle, and raise the head of the 
Bteff to the height of the neck. 

2. The assefnbly. Extend the right arm, ruse 
the staff abont a foot from the ground, and place 
the thumb upon its head. 

3. To the color. Raise the arm, and tarn the 
wrist inward so as to make the staff cross hori- 
zontally in front of the bodj^ at the height of the 
neck. 

4. Th6 long roU, Place the staff npon the 
right shoulder, the ferrule to the rear. 

5. Common time, Baise the staff perpendioar 
larljT, the ferrule upward, the rieht arm extend- 
ed, and at the height of the shoulder. • 

6. Quiek time, Baise the staff, the right arm 
extended, the palm of the hand turned to the 
front, the head of the staff higher than the right 
shoulder, the fermle at the height and in front of^ 
the sword hilt 

7. Double quick time Point the staff direictly 
forward, tiie ferrule in advance, the right fore* 
arm extended, and indicate the rapidity of Uie 
gait by shaking the right hand. 

8. Thereteule, Take the staff in the left hand, 
and place the thumb npon its head, the hand at 
tlie height of the left shotilder. 

0. JAtf retreat. Pass the staff crosswise be* 
hind the back. 

10. Qhuikh tdli. Place the head of the staff 
upon the right shoulder. 
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U. 7%«ro2Z (to cease firing). Extend tlie riijjht 
arm, and shake the arm and staff sharply. 

BignalB for the manonTrea of tlie field moiloand 
band. 

1. To mareh hy the right JUvnk. Seize the 
staff in the middle, and extend the arm to tJie 
right. 

2. To march by the Uftjlanh. Make the same 
signal, extending the arm to the left. 

8. To diminish front. Let the fermle of the 
staff fall into the lelt hand, held at tlie height of 
the eyes. 

4. To inereoie front Let the head of the staff 
fall into the left hand, held at the height of tlie 
eyes. 

6. 7b change direction. Tarn half around tow- 
ard the line, and indicate by a movement of tlie 
staff, to which side the change is to be made. 

6. To oblique to the right. Extend the right 
arm at the height of the shoulder, holding tlie 
staff in a slanting position, and seize the fermle 
with the left hand at the height of the hip. 

7. To oblique to the left. Make the oontrarr 
signal, the head of the st^i^ always indlcatigg the 
side toward which the obliqne is to be made. 

To gronnd dnims, fta 

1. To put up druTneticJu. Seize the staff 
under the head, raise it as high as the eyes, ex- 
tending the arm forward. 

3. 7b uneUng drvme. Place the iieid of the 
staff against the breast 
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3. To ground drums, Samo signal as for put- 
ting up drumsticks. 

4. To take up drums, 6ame sigual as fur 
grounding drums. 

5. To sling drums, Samo signal as fur nn- 
slinging. 

6. To take drumsticks. Same signal as for 
putting up drumsticks. 
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BEAIS OF THE DBGM. 



A TAP 



XxpUumtion of the Signs for the Dnuai. 
t COMMON TIME. 

90=gj-fe4- or 90 Steps. 



J 



A FLAM.. 



J 



r r r r r 



BOLLS OF... .J J J J J 

3 4 6 7 

STROKES 



ADRAO 



A ROLL....^ ^ ^ ^ 



to ft minute. 
TIME POR THi RETREAT. 



to ft minnte. 
QUICK TIME. 



llOrr. 



llO-J-^-3- or 110 Steps. 
Ql 

►UBL 

14<hJ-S-2- or 140 Steps. 

to a miirate. 
TIME FOR THE TlK)OP. 

80=J-]^5:§: or ao Bkiv. 
to ft minute. 



or 110 Steps. 

to ft minnte. 
DOUBLE QUICK TIME. 
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235 



JjBmgttk and Proportion of Notes and Beats. 

Common Tub. 



Semibreve, 

equal 
to 2 ] 



or 4 Crotchets, 



I 



^^E 



2 steps to a bar, k 
90 to a minute. 



Bests. 



or 8 Quavers, .^^^^_^.^_-_^-.. _ _ « — _»_ 



or 16 Semiquaver 

A Dotted Minim, 

equal 
to 3 Crotchets, 



sseffP'^ 



^^ 



TlHX rOR TQS Rb- 
TKBAT. 



-# # #- 



3 steps to a bar, k 



or 6 Quavers. Z^-0-0-0-^ — 0. 



A Dotted Crotchet, 

^ual 
to 8 Quavers, 




110 to a minute. 



Tnni roR thi 
Troop, &c. 



0~^ — 



.0.^-. : 1 step rto a bar, k 
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or 6 Semiqiutvers, 




80 to a minute. 



2 Dotted Crotchets, 

eqnal 
to 6 Qaftvers. 

A Minim, 

eqoAl 
to 2 CrotchetB, 



^ ^^^ -— I ' 2 steps to * bar, h 



-0-0-~m-0 0-\. 110 to * minnto. 



^ 



DovBLB Quick 

TiMB. 



2 steps to a bar, Js 



or 4 Quavers, Z — ^ — ^ — ^ — ^ : 140 to a minute. 

h (-; ! ■ ■ > ■ ■ • 



«0 = J 



Qeneral Calls on the Drum. 
1. The General, 




80 = J. 



GENERAL CALLS ON DRUM. 28T 

2. The Assembly. 



f { t f r f f f f 




3. To the Color. 



^g^g^E^ 




4. The^long Roll 



■p- 



^^^ 
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90=J 



i 



6. Common Time, 

t f { { 



-+- 



y:: j*-|*-#-y- :i * y W y - : 



f f f 



r f f 



r f f D.C. 




110 =r J 




6. QtMcA; Time. 
f f f f f f r 



1 — b-F-b-1 — rri — b--i — hr--b-- 



£bTi ^ii; ±i: PI t;i.uv-uu 



f f f r 




f t t t 



^==^0- 



5=t=i^ 



ff.fr 



r f n. c. 



^ 



P=p:zp=qr: 



tf 



-V~^ — >^ 



140 =r J 



7. Double quick Time. 
f f f f f f 



f f 
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fff r f ffff 




f f f f 



m 



2^ 



:p==p: 



2=E 



1 I q 



140::^; 



Fine. 



8. The Reveille. 



i 



¥^ 



4:5 



:d=^ 



/-- 



vrp-: 



t rrrr rt r 




I 



:i±±Fq=^ 






-^-t 



4-'- 



T T T rrrr 



r r r 







:i^Et 



•* — 1^ 




r r r 



r r r r 



ogr 



8 7 7 



3 7 7 7 7 
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^^^^^m 



^ 



( i # 



R= 



1=251 



60::j SlowScotcb. 







^ P 



d d d d 

I I I I 



&c. 



ed by Google 



GENERAL CALLS ON DRUM. 241 

140 = J Hessian. 




Qi D. C. the flrtt part of the Beyeflle^ . 
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riFB. 



Dbux. 



80=J. 



GENERAL CALLS ON DRUM. 

9. The Troop. 



m 



?^ 



^ 



-►j — h- 



11 



^H 




byGoOgI 



GXNXRAI. CALLS ON DBVM. 



ffl r an' r ^tr-i^ 



i 



d t 



d t t d t t 



-^-f-#- 



4 ^— f 



Itzzpi 



ji^^.^..tj^ ^ 




d t t d 



t d t t 




Digitized by Google 



344 



GENERAL CALLS ON DRITAf. 



m ( 9- 



m 



is:^ 



'=C^=¥- 



m 



liSIII 



£=^ 



11. The Tattoo, 




110 ^j Qnfoktime. 



P 



i 



i 



1 



Alter the qoiok time begfin tbe Doubling. 
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flO 2: ^ Common time. 



3^ 



I 



^ 



(10= J Dutch. 



After tJiis repeat the doubling. 



ft: 



140= J Double quick time. 



/W A.V ^\ 




After the three BolLi repeat doubling to the Fine. 

w=:j 12. To Recall DetachnunU. 

d t d t t t 




HlzS^^^^cE^^^ 



fflEEraEEISErlEEEE: 
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13. Drummer* s Call, 



90=^ 



rff rff rff 




^ I i g ^ 1^ I ' < ^ l^ ii ? << b 1 ^ -4 



•/ I 



14. Cofit^ /or Orders. 

r t t t t 




COBPORALS. 



i 



15. The Roll {to cease firing,) 



W-^-P- 
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Beats on the Drain for BkirmiaherB. 
1. Double Quick Time. ^ 

(Same aa No. 7 lu General Calls on the Dram.) 

2. The Run. 

T t fit XT 




i 



i^^ 



^ 



to^i 



3. Deploy as Skirmishers. 

rff rff rff 
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5. In Retreat. 

fit r 



80=J 







7. By the right flank. 
fffff fffff 



MO-rJ 
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f fffff ft 



3Efc: 



f--^^=^ 



-t- 



f f f 



fffff 



|jE^;=^±<=fe^; gf ^ ^ 



130 = j 



80 = ^ 



S. Bi/the left flank. 

\ 

frf frf frf frf 




9. Commente firing, 
fffff fffff 




i 



f f f 



r i * f y y^T 



SOzzJ 



10. C^om; firing. 
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11. Change direction to the right 



120 t:j 



144 = j. 



r f f f f 




12. Change direction to the left. 



f t t t 



l ^^^ ^j^^jj^^^^^ 




120 = J 



m 



14. Rise up. 

r f f f r t t t 






^???yBs; 
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l» = j 



15. Rally by fours 




i 



^m 



^5 



2^ 



120 =:J 



16. Rally by sections. 

T T iff rr fff 




120=J 






4 4 



17. Rally by platoons, 

fff rff fit 




80=j 



18. Rally upon the Reserve. 

ffff rffff 



^S 



a # p ^ 



-^-^f-f- 



::p=;r 



?^ 
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ffffff rffffff 




•0=^ 



19. Roily upon the Battalion, 



f t t t t t 



f t t f 




80=^. 



20. Assemble on the Batatllon. 



f f f f f f r^ 




f f f 



l^n C l f frH 
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IbEplaiiation of the Si^ns for the Bugle. 
Movement of the Metronome. 



It^J 



r — or 76 steps to the mbrate. 



80rJ. 



- — or 80 bars to the minute. 



100 = J« — S r \ K " or 100 steps to the mlnnte. 

1^ - j — fhs '^ "^ ^' ^^ '^^' ^ ^^® minute. 
Silence Y* — Demi-silence. . . .^ 

General Calls on the Bugle. 
1. Attention, 



120 = J AHegro. 



-rtff-F'J^M-J^ r II 
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AUeirro. 



2. Signal of Execution, 



^,!lj|j J' J Ji^^P^ 



# r ^ 



* ^ ^ ^ ' £>^ 



130:=^ Presto. 



3. The General. 




fimff 



ii-d- J JJJJ#'JJJ# T'~'j" -L— ^ 



^^ 



1 



80 -J Andante. 



4. The Assembly, 



w 



^^ 



ES 



P- 



^^ 
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5. To the Color. 



80= J Andante. 




6. The Recall 



$0=1^ Andante, 



[i.r^^irrf^ 
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ti^j^^^^g j 



110- j AUe^ro. 

-J 



7. Quick Time, 




$ 



£ 



iM tM'-^^ 



^ 



^P^ 



— ^ — f—^ — h 



i 



166 z: J AUcsTo, 



8. Double quick Time, 




P^'^^ f ff^F^te a 
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9. The Charge, 
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11. Retreat 



i 



s 



Digitized by GoOg I '^ 



OSMKKAI. CALLS OH XVOLI. 



2i» 



j. FiCL- 



i 



J i jnu 



12. ToffDo. 
US::J llkgro. 



j^-F^f^tfvff^ 



l^irf^r^rH^ 



^ 



r>1! | i IJ-fiKji 



^^^^^^^^ 



^^^^^^p 



^-frJl[^rfjirrjlfj 



l=:!!:t 



Digitized by Google 



260 GJCMKRAL CALLS ON BUGLS. 






76= J AOegro. 



13. To extinguish Lights. 
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14. Assembly of the Buglers. 
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15. Assembly of the Guard. 
m=j Allegro. 
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16. Orders for Orderly Sergeants, 

72 = j AUegro. 
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17: For Officers to take their places in line after 
firing. 
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18. The Disperse. 
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19. Offictr!^ Call 
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21. Dinner Call 
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22. Sick Call 
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23. Fatigue Call 
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80=^ Andante. 
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24. Church Call 
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25. Drill Call. 
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26. School Call 
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Calls on the Bugle for Skirmishers. 
1. Fix Bayonet 
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2. Un/ix Bayonet 
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3. Quick Time. 

(Ifuie tha Mme u No. 7 in Qcnena Calif on th* Ba8lo.> 
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4 Double Quick Time. 
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5. The Run. 
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6. Deploy as Skirmishers* 
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8. In Retreat. 

76 -J Allegro. 
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9. Halt 
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10. By the right flank. 
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11. Btfthe left flank. 
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12. Commence firing. 
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13. Cease firing. 




14. Change direction to the right 
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15. Chdngig direciioriio the left* 
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16. Lie down. 
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17. Rise up. 
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18. Rally by fours,' 
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19. Rally hy sections. 
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20. Bally hy platoons. 
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21. Bally upon the Reserve, 
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22. Bally on the Battalion. 
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23. Assemble oh the Battalion. 
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